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PREFACE. 



The present edition of this work is not published for sale, and 
no copy of it will be sold with the author's consent, at cmy price^ 
as the author claims other privileges than a simple copyright, in 
respect to the alleged discovery. A small edition only has been 
printed for free distribution to such practical and scientific men 
as desire to look into the subject, and will give it a thorough, 
careM and unprejudiced examination. 

This work has been written several years, and now appears 
almost exactly as originally written for publication. It has been 
delayed in its appearance from motives of interest, and probably 
would riot have appeared now, but that some circumstances seem 
to have made it necessary for the author to preserve his identity 
with the principles advanced. It is now submitted for examina- 
tion, merely, in order that the truths advanced may receive 
the scrutiny of other minds, and if they are truths as the au- 
thor aflmns, that they may receive the acknowledgment due to 
their importance. The author, however, seeks no satisfaction for 
himself; in that particulai* he trusts to his own examination and 
judgment. But if the things herein set forth are true, in order 
to be acknowledged, they must first be known. And with the 
view of making them known and having them acknowledged, 
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the author has taken the trouble, and incurred the expense, of 
collating from a mass of demonstrations and printing, that which 
is now offered as a demonstration of the quadrature. 

If this work should receive any attention at all, it will no 
doubt excite some discussion and some criticism, and as a bant- 
ling of the author's, he will, no doubt, be expected to defend it. 
But the subject is one, which, if the demonstration be true, will, 
in the end, defend itself, better than any one can defend it : and 
if it be not true, then no defense can make it outlive the influ- 
ence of time and scrutiny. It will not be expected, therefore, 
that the author should notice the objections of caviling minds, or 
the criticisms of partial and interested judges, who prove by 
what they say that they have not understood the subject. Nor 
will any criticism which reiterates the principles which have been 
disproved in the work itself be deemed worthy of an answer, 
or anonymous communications be noticed at aD. The author's 
time is too constantly employed, and too valuable to himself, to 
allow him to indulge in such unprofitable correspondence or 
controversy. 

The points of difference between the author and the schools, 
which hold that the Quadrature of the Circle is impossible to be 
demonstrated, are few and easily stated ; — ^they are principally 
these : — 

JPirst^ between straight lines and curved lines there is an 
essential .difference in principle and property which has been 
entirely overlooked by geometers in their approximation. 

Secondly y The circumference of a circle is a line outside of the 
circle thoroughly inclosing it. 
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Thirds The line approximated by geometers is a line coin- 
cidmg with the utmost limit of the area of the circle, and if it 
could be correctly determined would be exactly equal to the cir- 
cle, but could not inclose it or contain it. 

Fov/rih^ By this difference, with their method of approxima- 
tion, geometers make an error in the sixth decimal place. 

Fifth^ The circle and the equilateral triangle, in their frac- 
tional relations to the square, are opposite to one another in 
ratio of the squares of their diameters. 

Any criticism which meets these points understandingly and 
feirly, showing that the writer has himself understood the sub- 
ject, will be entitled to an answer ; but anything which does not 
meet these points cannot be considered as being relevant to the 
points at issue, and therefore cannot be considered as worthy of 
a reply. 

I am not aware of any errors in the book which can mislead 
any one in regard to the principle or result intended to be shown 
by the various calculations in figures. It is quite possible, how- 
ever, that in transcribing for the press, some errors may have 
occurred ; but if any exist, I think they can be only such as 
the reader will be able to understand and correct for himself. 

The work, such as it is, is commended to the examination and 
candid judgment of all those who may feel interested in the 
development of truth. 

THE AUTHOE. 
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CHAPTER I. 

To FIND the exact quadrature of the circle, was, from 
the first establishment of mathematical science, and for 
many succeeding centuries, a principal desideratum with 
the mathematicians of those times ; but failing in their 
efforts to arrive at the certainty, and the importance and 
value of the discovery being, as is generally supposed, 
greatly diminished by the very close approximations 
obtained by modem analysis, it has long since ceased, in 
a great measure, from being an object of research. Nev- 
ertheless, being an elementary truth, and consequently 
the relations existing between the circle and the square 
being among the fundamental principles necessary to be 
considered in mathematical science, particularly in respect 
to astronomy and navigation, the deficiency of an exact 

knowledge of the quadrature has never ceased to be a 
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14 THE QUADEATUBE OF THE CIRCLE. 

cause of some perplexity, requiring explanation, and 
necessarily, also, a cause of more or less error in these 
most important of sciences. 

Unfortunately, bat very mucli like other men in simi- 
lar circumstances, the professors of the schools, unable to 
demonstrate the truth, and unwilling to acknowledge 
their deficiency, have thought it necessary to explain 
away their error, and in doing so, they have taken the 
opposite ground, and concluded, that what they Tume been 
v/nahle to attain^ is v/nattainabU hy Kuma/n mteUect 
Hence the college lectures on this subject, published and 
unpublished, abound in learned speculations and hypo- 
theses, tending to place the quadrature of the circle 
without the range of demonstrable mathematics. 

All geometrical truth whatsoever, in nature, rests on 
two simple things — ^the properties of straight lines, and 
the properties of curved lines, — difference of angle and 
difference of curve are but modifications of the same 
principles. Of the properties of straight lines, geome- 
ters have long supposed themselves to be perfect mas- 
ters, but of the properties of curved lines, and their rela- 
tive value to straight lines, geometers have yet known 
nothing whatever, except by approximation. To find 
the quadrature of the circle, is simply to determine the 
relative value of straight lines and curved lines, — and in 
view of these facts, to an unprejudiced mind, it sounds 
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equally strange and ridiculous to hear the professors of 
an exact science, condemn as usdees the solution of a 
problem, which is in itsdf cm elementary t/rvih^ and 
involves, to say the lea^st^ one half of aU the geometrical 
kviih vn Thotmre. 

Without any disrespect to the learning and general 
intelligence of those who have adopted the conclusion 
that it is impossible to find the exact quadrature, (and it 
seems to be general among the professors,) I may be 
allowed honestly to doubt both its truth and its reason- 
ableness. It may be admitted, if it pleases them, that it 
can never be done by any principles at present known or 
taught in the schools ; but this proves nothing more than 
a deficiency in knowledge of the principles which govern 
it To prove satisfactorily that it can never be demon- 
strated by amf meam^^ it is necessary, f/rst^ to prove that 
no principles (xm he true m naimre^ but such as are al- 
ready knovm to science. To this, however, no mathema- 
tician will for a moment pretend, and for aught amy one 
ca/n hnow^ there may be other principles in nature, as 
yet unknovm or untaught, and which are equally true 
with any that are known, by which, when understood, 
the demonstration may be made. To reason otherwise, 
is to assume that we are already acquainted with all the 
principles which the Creator brought into action in redu- 
cing matter to form, — ^an assumption equally presumpr- 
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tuous and improbable. That an essential and ftinda- 
mental principle whicb governs the exact relations of 

/ straight lines to curved lines doea eodst^ is self-evident^ 
and there can be no good reason for saying that it can 
never be found : and we have the evidence of abundant 
experience in other things, to show, that when found, it 
may be as plain, as simple, and as comprehensible as any 
truth at present within the range of human intelligence. 
J have bqen told of Dr. Bowditch, who to \m great 
learning, added great practical sMll, and a long couise 
of practical ezperi^ce, that he was so well satisfied of 
the existence of nqmerons principles as jet unknown to 
mathematical science, but which might hereafter be 
available for purposes of demonstration, that he would 
never give his opinion on any original question from 
what had been previously written or understood on the 
subject, without first examining carefully, whatever was 
advanced thfit waa new^ There . are other mathemati- 
cians, however, of far less note than Dr. Bowditch, who 
do not hesitate to condemn without mmmnatym^ what- 
ever conflicts with their preconceived opmicme^ and this 
too in the face of any number of facts which may be pre^ 
sented. For myself, I am content to believe that new 
discoveries oi prmciplee^ as well as new discoveries of 
truth, are yet to be made, and among others, that which 

V governs the exact relation of one circle to one square. I 
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cannot nndeipstand how limited and circumscribed matter 
is made infinite with respect to other limited and circum- 
scribed matter by the mere influence of shape. It may- 
be true in resjiect to decimal parts, and consequently in 
respect to decimal figures in their decimal relation to ^ 
one^ but it is not true on the broad principle, and there- 
fore it is Tvot 1/rue in respect to the circle and the square. 
While, therefore, I am ready to admit that the quadra- 
ture of the circle can never be demonstrated by any 
means yet adopted for that purpose, I am still compelled 
to regai*d the reasoning which places it beyond the reach 
of denionstration, as containing more theoretic learning 
and speculation than simple truth, and those who really 
believe it to be among impossibilities, as more credulous 
of mystery than sound in their judgment. 

By a course of reasoning on the mechanical properties 
of numbers, I have adopted a ratio of circumference to 
diameter of one ci/rde^ which I believe and aflSrm to 
be the true a/nd ea^aot ratio which nature employs in 
every circle, and which, therefore, in order to distinguish 
it firom all others, I denominate tTieprima/ry ratio of cir- 
cumference and diameter. The numbers expressive of 
the value of each are 20612 parts of circumference to 
6661 iparts of diameter. Diameter being one^ these num- 
bers will give a decimal circumference = 3,141594 + 
which will be seen to be greater by one and more in the 
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18 THE QUADEATUBE OF THE CIROLE. 

sixth decimal place, or about » ^—^tj greater than Play- 
fair and Legendre's so called perimeter of a circum- 
scribed polygon of 6144 sides. Consequently, before I 
can claim attention to my ratio as likely to be the true 
one, it is necessary for me to show Playfair and Legen- 
dre's liability to an error, equal to the difference. I 
shall proceed to do this by the selection of a few from a 
mass of demonstrations which are before me to that 
effect. In the pursuit of this object, and throughout the 
following work, my course of reasoning will be dltogetker 
original. I shall make no quotations, and refer to no 
authority, for in fact I never consulted an author on this 
subject, until long after I had substantially finished my 
demonstrations. Everything, therefore, contained in the 
reasoning which foUows, is, so far as I am concerned, 
purely original, and every truth illustrated and proved, 
even to the measuring of a triangle, is as much my own 
discovery as if it had never been known before. The 
extent of my acquirements in geometry at school^ was to 
learn that the hypothenuse of a right-angled triangle is 
greater than either side ; there I stopped, went to busi- 
ness, and from that time to the present, a period of 
nearly forty years, I have been the originator of my own 
system of mathematics, independent of any instruction 
but such as has been suggested to my own mind by 
observation of natural truth, and an examination of the 
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powers and properties of numbers. The following work, 
therefore, is entirely the production of my own mind, rear 
soning from nature and nature's laws only, and no other ' 
mind has, to my knowledge, either contributed or influ- 
enced a single truth or idea illustrated in it. On the 
contrary, I have, with scrupulous care, rejected every 
thing suggested by any other person, even though the 
suggestion might have been beneficially improved. 

My reasoning, I think, will be found to be perfectly 
conformable to nature, yet not confined to the rules of 
art ; and as* all original reasoning necessarily involves 
some new truth, or a handling of old truths in a manner 
not before practiced, I have found it both convenient 
and necessary to adopt such terms and forms of expres- 
sion, as, in my judgment, would best convey my own 
meaning and suit my own purpose, without regard to 
their common scientific application, preferring always 
the attainment of truth, rather than elegance. Thus, 
for example, the term " circumference,'' when it will best > 
suit the idea intended to be conveyed, is often applied 
to the square, the triangle, to polygons, and other angu- 
lar shapes, and is synonymous with perimeter. " Diam 
eter " is also applied to triangles and rectangular figures, 
and diameter, when not otherwise explained, always 
means twice the least radius (which, in all regular 
shapes, is always the diameter of an inscribed cii'cle) 
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when a figure is to be measured by circumference and 
radius ; but in the equilateral triangle when it is to be 
measured in the usual way of measuring angular shapes 
from half its side by the perpendicular, then the perpen- 
dicular from the base is the diameter. This seeming 
indiscriminate use of terms will, I think, be better under- 
stood by the reading, and wiU not be objected to except 
by those who reason for elegance rather than truth, and 
those, who, for lack of reason, confound terms and defini- 
tions with principles. 



DEMONSTRATION OF ERROR 

IN TH£ 

APPROXIMATION OP GEOMETERS TO THB CIRCUMFERENCE OF A CIRCLE. 

PROPOSITION I. 

The ci/rcwmference of a circle is greater than any num- 
her whatever of mean proportionals from an inscribed 
straight 1/me. 



PLATE I. 




We have here a 
section of circum- 
ference witli an in- 
scribed and cir- 
cumscribed perim- 
eter of a polygon. 
The circumference 
itself gives ocular 
demonstration, that 
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it is greater than any number whatever of mean proper-^ 
tionals, as flie Btraight lines ah^ovh <?, from the inscribed 
straight line a c; because, as all such mean proportionals 
must forever continue to be meoribed straight lines, they 
can therefore never equal the circumference ; and without 
this quality the circumference ccndd not he a perfect awrve. 
The prcpoaitiorb is therefore derrumstratecL 

From the above proposition it is evident, that, if we 
approach the circumference of the circle by any scale of 
proportionals whatever between the inscribed and cir- 
cumscribed lines, other than that which is a true and 
exact relatm)e to the circumference, we shall inevitably 
bring the circumscribed lines within the circumference, 
or carry the inscribed lines without the circumference, 
just in proportion as the scale of proportionals used is 
greater or less than the true and exact relative to the 
circumference ; and because, as already seen, the circum- 
ference is greater than a/ny ruumber whatever of mean pro- 
portionals from an inscribed straight line, therefore tmy 
number of mean proportionals which may bring the in- 
scribed and circumscribed lines to agree with each other 
in whole or in part, will necessarily make them to agree 
at a point of value wiikm the value of d/rcwmfereifice : 
And the approximation being carried to a large number 
of figures, you wiU have an approxunation within less 
than one in the last decimal place of a line of figures^ not 
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of afvJl diameter^ but of a diameter which, in its ratio of 
value to circumference is also less than one. I say, it is a 
diameter which is less than one bv TTTfrrr;;' And wTiatr 

J 10000000 

ever may be the scale of proportionals used, if it be any 
other than the true and exact rdatwe to circumference, 
there must necessarily be a point in a line of %ure8 rep- 
resenting the circumference of one diameter, where the 
error of the scale used wUl amount to one or more^ and 
that point will be forever the same, by whatever form 
or process the calculation is carried on* 

Here then is a plain /o^^, of which we have ocular 
demonstration, depending on the plainest laws of num- 
bers and geometry, and which needs only to be admit- 
ted, to prove, that the approximations of geometers to 
the circumference of a circle obtained from inscribed and 
so-called circumscribed straight lines is less thmi the true 
vahie of ci/rcv/mference. In a future demonstration I 
shall show that the perimeter of the so-called circum- 
scribed polygon of geometers, is not a circumscribed 
polygon, but that at any number of sides the perimeter 
at the center of each side rests within the area of the 
circle, and at an infinite number of sides is brought 
wholl/y vnthin the area of the circle. (See prop, l. Ap- 
pendix.) 

It follows therefore that whenever the true ratio of 
circumference to diameter is found, it will disagree with, 
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and be greater than the approximate ratio of geometers, 

and greater than the so-called perimeter of a circmn- 

» 

scribed polygon obtained in the manner which it is. 
It matters not that some have had the patience to carry 
the geometer's approximation to 50 or even 150 decimal 
places, the more the worse ; they do not approach any 
nearer to the true circumference by so doing. On the 
contrary, from the point in a line of figures where the 
error in the scale of proportions used amounts to one or 
more, and where they necessarily pass to the *inside of 
the value of circumference, all effort to gain any nearer 
approach to it, is nothing more than an effort to arrange 
a vulgar fraction of remainder into a line of decimals, 
which because it is not of decimal value makes a line of 
figures without end. 

I have stated the case in such general terms as that 
the error of geometers shall be seen to apply, as it really 
does, to efvery method m use for finding the approximation 
by means of straight Knes, or by any fluxionary series, 
the basis of which is the value of straight lines ; and in 
order that we may understand it fully, we will now look 
further at the mechanical causes which can have this ^ 
influence. And 

First. Between curved lines and straight lines there is 
an essential difference in principle and properties, as is 
evident from the fact, that if two shapes be formed, one 
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with straiglit lines and the other with curved lines, and 
of equal magnitude or area, their circumferences will be 
totally different, and again if their circumferences are 
equal, their areas will be totally different; and this dif- 
ference of principle or property, is therefore seen to con- 
sist chiefly in the different powers of the two descrip- 
tions of lines to inclose area ; therefore. 



PROPOSITION n. 

The a/rea of a circle is greater thorn the a/rea of amy 
sho^ formed of straight Unes amd of equal cvrcwmference^ 
amd hence greater tham, the a/rea of am/ polygon of any 
possible wwmber of sides, and luwing the same ci/rowmr 
ference toith the circle. 



PLATE II. 



In the figure (Plate 
n.), let C be the cir- 
cumference of a circle, 
and let P be the per- 
imeter of a polygon, 
and let C and P be 
equal to one another 
in length. It is evi- 
dent that C is a per- 
fectly curved line, and 
that P is composed of several straight lines.^ It is known 
also that all regular shapes formed of straight lines and 
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equal sides, liave their areas equal to half the circnm* 
ference, or half the length of all its sides, multiplied by 
the least radius which the shape contains, than which all 
other radii contained in the shape are greater; whereas, 
the drcle has its area equal to half the circumference 
by tTie radms^ to which every other radius contained in 
the circle is equal (prop, i., chap. ii). It is evident 
that the radius of is less than the greatest, and 
greater than the least radius of P. It is evident also, 
that so long as P shall have the properties of straight 
lines, to whatever number its sides may be increased, 
it shall always have a greater and a lesser radius, and 
its area always equals half the circumference by the 
least radius ; while C has never but one radius, which 
is always greater than the least, and less than the 
greatest radius of P; and since C and P are known to 
be> equal in length, therefore C multiplied by radius, is 
greater than P multiplied by leaet radius. Therefore 
while P shall continue to have the properties of straight 
lines it can never equal C in area, though the number of 
its sides were infinite, or the greatest possible. But if 
the number of sides of P shall be infinite or the greatest 
possible, tl^n P shall approach so nearly in area to C, 
that the difference camwt be less. And in material 
things, amf differerice such that it cannot be less, is one 
ultimate particle of whatever material or thing is under 
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consideration. (For ultimate particles of matter see 
explanation, prop, n., Appendix). The proposition is 
therefore demonstrated. 

By proposition i. it has been shown, that the circum- 
ference of a circle is greater than anything which can 
be reached by mean proportionals between inscribed and 
the so-called circumscribed straight lines at the point of 
value where the two agree. And by proposition n., it 
has been shown, that the area of a circle is greater than 
any area which can be contained within any possible 
number of straight lines having the same aggregate 
length of the circumference of the circle. It is evident 
therefore that in attempting to find the value of the cii'- 
cumference by means of straight lines, we shall always 
arrive at results which are less than the truth: cmd 
geometers ha/ve never used cmythvag dse hit st/raight 
Imes. It is evident, also, that if we reason wholly on 
the properties of straight lines and the principles which 
govern them^ we leave wholly out of the account the 
properties of curved lines and the principles which 
govern them. And because the two diflfer essentially 
from one another, we therefore determine nothing by it 
of their relative value, farther than to arrive at an ap- 
proximation ; and there is still an error wnaccounted for^ 
which stands additional to all the errors arising from 
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quantities neglected or lost in the usual mode of finding 
an approximation. 

Wlien we look for a mechanical cause which can make 
the circumference of a circle greater than any number 
whatever of mean proportionals from an inscribed 
straight line (as « 5 or i o from the inscribed straight 
hue a c^ prop, i.) we see that nothing is adequate to 
that purpose, but the infusion into circumference, of 
some additional value after all mean proportionals have 
ceased ; which is, when the inscribed and circumscribed 
so-called have become thoroughly equal; and whatever 
the amount of this infusion may be, it is evident, that 
there must be a point in the expression of numbers, 
where its value becomes fixed^ and where it shall amount 
to one or more / and because this inftision into the value 
of circumference, is a fixed and unalterable law of na- 
ture, by which the two descriptions of lines are made 
essentially to differ, therefore, whenever we attempt to 
find the value of circumference by the properties of 
straight lines alone, we shall always fall short of the 
truth, at that point in the expression of numbers, where 
the value of this essential difference equals one or more. 
To get rid of this essential difference of property in the 
two descriptions of lines (for they are not ignorant of its 
existence) geometers have assumed that it is " Infinity," 
and therefore call it nothing! but I shall show, that 
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whatever an infinity may be, it is always sucli, that in 
material things it is capable of increase^ and is therefore 
a value Twt to he th/rown a/way. 

8ec(yndhf. The perimeter of a circumscribed polygon 
of any number of sides, is a proportion to the inscribed of 
an equal number of sides, in precisely the same ratio as 
the radius is to the perpendicular from the center to the 
chord of the arch. Now, therefore, if the drcranference 
be greater than cmy mmJber whatever of mean propor- 
tionals from the inscribed, as we have ocular and mathe- 
matical demonstration in proposition i. that it is, and 
without which it could not be a perfect curve, then it is 
evident again, that the circumscribed, is to the inscribed, 
in leas raMo of value than the circumference. Here 
again we see a mechanical necessity of any proportions 
between the inscribed and the so-called circumscribed 
lines, other than such as are exact relatives to the cir- 
cumference, necessarily bringing the two to agree with 
each other, at a point of value within the value in area 
of the circumference ; therefore 

PROPOSITION in. 

The perimet&r of am/ polygon whose d/rcmnfermce or 
the leng^ of whose sides is equal to the ci/r(mnference of 
acH/rde^ is always such that if the pcHygon he pkiced or 
drawn upon the drde^ the pomt or a/agle formed by the 
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PLATE ra. 




hypothermee of each right a/ngle which the polygon can- 

tains^ lies whoUy outside of the ci/rcvrnference of the 

circle. 
Let the perimeter,/, 

d^ g (Plate III.), equal the 

semicircle over which it 

is drawn, i. 6., let the 

length of the straight/ 

Imes, /, e?, ^, equal half 

the circumference of the 

circle. It is seen that 

the point or angle ^, 

formed by the hypothenuse <?, g^ from the right angle c?, 

% g^ lies wholly outsids of the circumference of the circle, 

and although this extension will be greatly diminished 

by increasing the number of the sides of the polygon, 

yet so long as the circumference of the circle, and the 

perimeter of the polygon are equal, to whatever number 

the sides of the polygon may be increased, the point or- 

angle, ^, shall always lie wholly outside of the . circle. 

The pyroposition is therefore demonst/rated. 

But it is seen that the hypothenuse c a^ formed by the 

right angle (?, A, a^ lies wholly withvn the circumference 

of the circle, it (the right angle <?, A, a,) being part of an 

inscribed polygon ; and it is evident, that so long as it 

shall remain an inscribed polygon, to whatever number 
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its sides may be increased, the angle of hypothenuse, or 
point a, can never extend beyond the circumference of 
the circle. It is self-evident, therefore, that any scale of 
proportionals which shall bring the sides of an inscribed 
and circumscribed polygon to agree with each other after 
the manner of geometers, within less than any assignable 
quantity, and which does Tiot carry the angle of hypothe- 
nuse outside of the circumference (which the method of 
geometers does not dd)^ is less than a true and exact 
relative to the circumference, and it is equally evident 
that the circumference of a circle is in greater proportion 
to the inscribed perimeter, than such inscribed perimeter 
is to the perpendicular on the chord of the arch ; and 
because the inscribed and circumscribed, so called, are in 
proportion to one another as the perpendicular on the 
chord of the arch is to radius, therefore, the two are 
* brought to agree with each other at a point of value less 
than the circumference of the circle. It will be seen, 
also, from the illustration (Plate III), that if the sides of 
any polygon shall be equal to the circumference of a 
circle, the polygon shall have a diameter greater than 
any inscribed polygon, in the proportion as c, i^ or <?, ^, 
is to c, A, or <?, a, and to whatever number of sides the 
polygon may be carried, whether 6000, or 6,000,000, the 
sensible difference of diameter will still be in the same 
proportion as c, ^, or (?, ^, is to c, A, or c, <x, in a polygon 
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of six sides. This difference will be greatly diminislied 
by any increase of the number of sides, but can never 
be exhausted, and hence, as stated in the demonstration 
to my first proposition, any approximation found by 
geometer's methods, by proportions between the in- 
scribed and so-called circumscribed perimeter of a poly- 
gon, which brings the two to agree with each other 
within less than any assignable quantity, and which 
does not carry the angle of hypothenuse outside the cir- 
cumference, is an approximation not of a full circum- 
ference, but of a circumference whose diameter ie less 
ihcm one^ in its ratio of value to the area of the circle : 
therefore — 

PROPOSITION rv. 

If the pervmster of any polygon he brought into the 
form of a ci/rcle^ both the diameter a/nd area of the circle 
are greater them the dmmeter and a/rea of the polygon. 

By diameter of a polygon, I mean always its least 
diameter, or that which, being multiplied by one-fourth 
of the perimeter, or its half multiplied by half the peri- 
meter, gives its area, which is always the diameter of an 
inscribed circle. 

By proposition n., it is shown that if P be the perime- 
ter of a polygon, and C be the circumference of a circle, 
and P and C are equal to one another in length, then P 
shall always have a greater and a lesser radius, and the 
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PLATE IV. radius of C shall always 

be greater than the 
least, and less than the 
greatest radius of P, 
therefore, C multiplied 
by radius is greater than 
P multiplied by least 
radius. It is evident, 
therefore, as seen in 
Plate IV., that if the 
perimeter of any polygon be brought into the form of 
a circle, both diameter and area are increased by the 
transition of shape. TTie proportion is tlwefore defrnxm- 
strated. 

Now, it is known that geometers regard a many-sided 
polygon as equal to a circle, to the extent to which two 
polygons (the inscribed and circumscribed, so called) 
agree with each other ; and with them, to the same 
extent, diameter is treated as having a fixed and equal 
vahie^ whether the shape may be a many-sided polygon 
or a circle. Let us then examine the effect of considering 
the two shapes as equal to one another, and each having 
the same fixed dia/meter. Let P (Plate IV.), be the peri- 
meter of a polygon, and let C be the circumference of a 
circle, and let C and P be equal to one another in length. 
It is already known that the area inclosed by C is much 
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greater than the area inclosed by P. If, therefore, the 
diameter of each, C and P, be considered as fixed^ and 
treated as one, then, in order to give such expression to 
the circumference of the circle as that its half being mul- 
tiplied by 1*0, or half the diameter, the result shall 
express the whole area of the circle, we must add to the 
length of C an amount equal to fowr times the difference 
between the area inclosed by P and the area inclosed by 
C, which would make to be much greater than itself, 
and the idea is absurd. But it is self-evident, that what 
is here so manifestly true in the transition of a perimeter 
of a polygon of six sides to the circumference of a circle, 
is equally true, though in less proportion, in the transi- 
tion of shape of a polygon of 6000 sides, or of any other 
possible number, and to regard them as equal is just as 
absurd in one case as in the other. Yet this effect of the 
transition of shape is entirely disregarded by the geome- 
try of the schools in finding their approximation to the 
value of circumference. 

The difference between a polygon of some thousands 
of sides, and the circumference of a circle of only one 
or two inches in diameter, like the common diagrams in 
use, is a difference inconceivably small. But in order to 
realize the importance of the principle contained in the 
transition of one shape to the other, it is necessary for us 
to enlarge our ideas of magnitude as we increase the 
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number of sides of the polygon. Therefore, let the 
earth's orbit be a polygon of 6000 sides, then each side 
will be a straight line of more than ninety thousand 
miles in length — ^the difference between the least radius 
of the polygon and the radius of a circle having the 
same circumference will be ten miles or more — ^the mean 
will be, say five miles, and as but a small portion of the 
area of the polygon lies outside of the circle, the differ^ 
ence between the area of the circle and the area of the 
polygon will be nearly equal to a belt, say four to five 
miles wide, and five hundred and eighty millions of miles 
in length, an area several times greater than the whole 
surface of our globe ; and if the number of the sides of 
the polygon be increased a thousand times, the difference 
of area will still equal an empire in extent. Again, if we 
take a radius equal to the distance of one of the fixed 
stars, and again increase the number of sides of a poly- 
gon by millions, yet there, the difference of area between 
a polygon, and a circle having the same ci/rcvrnfereTwe^ 
will again exceed the whole surface of our globe a thou- 
sand times. Yet this is that injmity arising from the 
transition of shape, and increased with the increase of 
magnitude, which (as I have said in proposition n.) the 
geometry of the schools regards as nothing^ and there- 
fore throws it away ! ! and this, also, is that infinity, 
which, in solving the problem of the circle, we mus^ 
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grapple with, — ^grasp it, and hold it fast within our com- 
prehension and control, so that nothing can escape our 
notice, which is capable either of increase or diminution. 
By proposition n., I have shown that the area of a 
circle is greater than the area of any polygon having the 
same circumference, or length of perimeter with the 
circle. Therefore 



PEOPOsmoisr v. 

If the area of any polygon sTiaU equal the a/rea of a 
circle^ the periineter of such polygon shall lie whoV/y out- 
side of and i/nclose apoT/ygon^ whose circvmference equals 
the circumference of the d/rcle. 

This proposition is already proved by the demonstra- 
tion ^ of proposition n., and needs not to be repeated, 
because, if the area of a circle is greater than the area 
of a polygon having the same circumference as the circle, 
then by reciprocity, if the area of a polygon shall equal 
the area of the circle, then the circumference of such 
polygon shall be greater than the circumference of the 
circle, and shall be able to inclose another polygon, 
whose circumference equals the circumference of the 
circle. 
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PLATE V. 

We have then, 
in Plate V., three 
polygons, one 
whose perimeter 
rests on the per- 
pendicular ^, and 
which diflfers from 
an inscribed poly- 
gon less than any 
assignable quanti- 
ty, and which, therefore, equals the approximation of 
geometers, at six sides of a circumference. Another, 
whose perimeter (d) rests on the perpendicular, /, and 
which equals the circwmference of the circle ; and still 
another, whose perimeter rests on the perpendicular, ^, 
and which incloses an area equal to the a/rea of the circle. 
Between these three polygons, at six sides of a circum- 
ference, there is a very sensible difference of area and 
diameter^ and to whatever number of sides these poly- 
gons may be bisected, they can never be brought to 
agree with each other, but there will always remain a 
positive difference of area, and a difference of diameter, 
which is more than three times equalled in the circum- 
ference. It is known, and I have proved (in proposition 
xn., chapter ii.), that the true ratio of circumference to 
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diameter of all circles, is four times the a/rea of one 
circle inscribed in one square for the ratio of cir- 
cumference, to the area of the circumscribed square 
for the ratio of diameter; and since it is proved that 
the area of a circle is greater than the area of any 
polygon of any possible number of sides, and having 
the same circumference with the circle, it is therefore 
evident, that if we would find the ratio of circumfer- 
ence which shall express the fall value of the area of 
the circle by proportions between the perimeters of an 
inscribed and circumscribed polygon, we must seek it 
between the inscribed, and one circumscribed, which 
stands to the square of radius, in the proportion as the 
square of the perpendicular, g (Plate V.), stands to the 
square of perpendicular, /, and unless we do this, we 
leave wholly out of the account that essential difference 
between the properties of straight lines and curved lines, 
which enables the latter to inclose more area than any 
possible number of straight lines in any shape, and of 
the same aggregate length with the circumference of the 
circle. It is evident, that between two such polygons 
there will be a point in the expression of numbers, within 
which they can never be brought to agree with the 
inscribed, but for bisecting two such polygons, or for 
finding such a circumscribed polygon, the analysis of 
geometers affords not the slightest means ; and by their 
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method, they aim only at the value in area of the peri- 
meter resting on perpendicular, /, which is less than the 
area of the circle by the essential difference in the pro- 
perties of straight lines and curved lines. It must not 
be forgotten, that this error of principle in geometer's 
methods of finding an approximation, is addiUmal to all 
the errors arising from quantities neglected or lost in the 
calculation, which being errors of each side of the poly- 
gon, are, by the increase of the number of sides, made 
of great aggregate value in the circumference ; and what 
is here so manifestly true, at six sides of a circumference, 
is equally true, but in less proportion, at any possible 
number of sides ; how much more then is it true at a few 
thousand sides, to which only geometers have carried the 
bisection. 

These remarks and illustrations might be extended 
almost without limit, but if I am undei'stood in what I 
have already said, I think it quite sufficient to show, that 
the analysis of geometers of the value of curved lines, 
and the equality of the area of a circle to a square is 
erroneous in principle, and therefore without merit, 
except as a near approximation, and in the absence of 
any exact knowledge of the truth. It will be equally 
certain, also, that the true circumference, when found, 
wUl be greater than the ratio of geometers at no very 
remote point from unit. Whether it is as much greater 
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as I have affirmed it to be, remains to be shown by the 
direct propositions which shall prove it. 

I had supposed nntil recently that I stood alone in 
my views respecting the quadrature, but in looking over 
Playfair's Notes on his Supplement to the Elements of 
Geometry, we are there informed, that Torrelli, a learned 
Professor of Oxford, who had then recently published an 
edition of the works of Archimedes with comments, had 
taken the ground that by their modern analysis, geome- 
ters prove nothing whatever respecting the properties of 
curved lines ; which is precisely the thing I have here 
shown. 

If all I have said be true, then I have effectually and 
7nechim<xdl/y shown the utter impossibility of ever squar- 
ing the circle by the application of straight lines, or by 
any method now in use, and I am as completely satisfied 
on that point, as the skepticism of any modem Professor 
respecting my solution of the problem could desire. But 
this does not prove that the circle is incapable of being 
squared, or that no equality exists between the circle 
and the square, which I shall presently show by direct 
propositions does exist; and unless it can be shown on the 
other side, that no principles in geometry can be true 
but such as are already known, I have yet hopes of 
arriving at the quadrature. That whenever it is reached 
it will be greater than the approximation of geometers. 
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and greater at no very remote point from unit, than the 
so-called perimeter of a circumscribed polygon whicli is 
made to agree with the inscribed within less than any 
assignable quantity, I think already established ; if not, I 
think additional facts will not be wanting to place my 
position beyond a doubt. 

PLATE VI. The value of the 

area of a circle, is the 
value of a straight 
line a J (Plate VI.), 
equal half the diam- 
eter, multiplied by the 
value of the curved line c i, equal half the circumference. 
The value of the curved line (^ i is, as we have seen, 
greater than the same length of straight line at any 
possible number of sides, and by my ratio of circum- 
ference to diameter, which I affirm to be the true one, 
the expression of numbers by which circumference and 
diameter are made equal, is 20612 parts of circumference 
to 6561 parts of diameter, or a i— 3280.5 and c5=«10306, 
which I now propose to prove. 




It! 
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CHAPTER n. 

THE QITADRATUEE OF THE CIRCLE DEMONSTRATED. 

In the attempt made in the preceding chapter to show 
the existence of fundamental errors in the analysis of 
geometers, we have seen, very clearly, I think, that 
there is an essential difference in the properties of 
straight lines and curved lines, which has been entirely 
overlooked in the approximations heretofore made ; but 
the knowledge gained by these examinations thus far, is 
only of a negative character, showing us only what is not 
true respecting the properties of curved lines, and thus 
disabusing our minds of a preexisting error. We are 
now by a course of direct propositions to inquire and 
determine what is true : and in this inquiry the relative 
properties of straight lines and curved lines demand our 
first attention, that we may thereby be enabled to dis- 
cover their rdati/ce vahie ; therefore, 

PROPOSITION I. 

One of the relatvve properties between si/raigJit lines 
and a perfect cwrve or circle is sttchj that all regvlar 
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shapes formed of st/raight lines cmd equal sides^ Jia/ce 
ihdr a/reas equal to half the ci/rcwmference rrmltiplied 
hy the least radius which the shape contai/ns (which is 
ahvays the radius of an inscribed circle) th/m which 
every other radius contained in the shape is greater, and 
the circle has its area equal to half the circvmference mulr 
tiplied hy the radius, to which every other radius contained 
ia the circle is equal. 



PLATE vn. 







It is not necessary formally to demonstrate the above 
proposition to any mathematician. I will therefore only 
state that in the above figures (Plate VII.) the area of 
the equilateral triangle equals the lines ah ex d e^ov half 
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the circumference by the least radius which the triangle 
contains, which is always the radius of an inscribed 
circle, and it is evident that every other radius contained 
in the triangle is greater than the least. In like manner 
the areas of the square and the hexagon are equal to the 
lines ah G (half the circumference) by the line d e which 
is the least radius either shape contains, than which 
every other radius contained in either shape is greater. 
But the area of the circle equals the line ah c^ half the 
circumference, by the radius d e^ to which every other 
radius contained in the circle is equal. The proposition 
is therefore denionst/rated. 

Here then is a relative property between straight 
lines and curved lines, showing us conclusively, that 
since straight lines have been made the basis of area in 
mathematical science, some compensation must be made 
to the circumference of the circle for this difference of 
rdati/ve property^ if we would give to the circle the full 
expression of its value, by the properties of straight 
lines, which is the thing demanded hy the quadratfu/re; and 
a future demonstration will show what this compensation 
shall be. 

The next relative property of straight lines and 
curved lines which I shall notice is pontained in the 
following proposition. 
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PEOPosrnoN n. 

The circwmference of cmy circle being gi/oen^ if that d/r- 
cwmference he JyrougTit mto the form of a equa/re^ the a/rea 
of that equa/re is equal to the area of a/nother ci/rde^ the 
drcumscribed equa/re of which is equal m a/rea to the a/rea 
of the ci/rcle whose ci/rc/wmference isf/rst gvoen. 

Explanation. — ^In the figures E, F, G and H, Plate 
Vin., let the circumference of the circle E be given, — 
let it be for example 36 (or any other number), and let 
the circumference or four sides of the square F be also 
36, then one side of F— 9, and 9 x 9—81, which is the 
area of F. Now let the area of the circle G— 81, then 
by the proposition the area of the square H circum- 
scribing G equals the area of the circle E whose circum- 
ference is 36. 

PLATE VIIL 






My own mode of demonstrating the foregoing proposi- 
tion is simply to test the principle by more than one 
ratio of circumference and diameter. If it be true oi 
these, then it is a general principle, and true of every 
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ratio of circumference and diameter whicli can be used, 
Trhicli is the fact of all general principles applied to the 
properties of the circle. 

Therefore, let the circumference of the circle E equal 
C; then if the geometrical approximation be taken as 
the ratio of circumference, and the diameter of E— 1, 
then the circumference of E (C) will equal 3.1415926+ 
and the area of E will equal .T853981+. The area of F 
will equal ?§ and the area of G being equal to the area 
of F, therefore the area of G— tI, and if G^— tI, then the 
area of H equals .Y853981+which is also the area of E; 
and the diameter of G— ^.7853981+. But if wAf ratio 
be taken as the ratio of circumference to diameter, and 
the diameter of E— 1, then C— 3.1415942+, and the 
area of E— .T853985+ : the area of F~^|, and if the 
area of G— rl then the area of H— .(r853985+ which is 
also the area of E, and the diameter of G— \/.Y853985+. 
The proposition is therefore demonstrated to be a gene- 
ral principle which is true of every ratio of circumfer- 
ence to diameter, and is therefore necessarily true of the 
true raiio. But being a general principle and wholly 
independent of any particular ratio of circumference and 
diameter, this proposition does not of itself demonstrate 
what the true ra/tio of circumference to diameter iy, nor is 
it in the power of any general principle to do so. An- 
other demonstration will show that the circumference 



46 THE QUADBATUEE OF THE OIBCLE. 

and diameter of one circle is the basis of all general prin- 
ciples relating to the extension of area, and, therefore, 
the relation of circumference to diameter is of itself, a 
particfula/r fact^ depending on paHieula^ facts^ and not on 
general principles of which it is itself the basis. Yet 
numberless arithmetical and geometrical problems may- 
be based on this proposition, which are entirely new in 
mathematics, perfectly simple, and may be made in the 
highest degree useful. 

One point, however, and that an essential point, and 
the first point necessary to be shown, has been gained by 
this last proposition, viz., the existence of a perfect 
equality between the circle and the square has been 
clearly shown. For if the circle and the square, or what 
is the same thing, if the circumference and diameter of a 
circle be really mx)ommensv/rahle as geometers have af- 
firmed, then no circle and square can be exactly equal 
one to the other. But when it has been demonstrated 
as has here been done, that a circle and a square may- 
be exactly equal one to the other, then it is demonstrated 
also, that the two are not incomTrienav/rahle ; and with 
this demonstration the whole theory of mathematicians 
respecting the non-existence of any expression of num- 
bers by which the circle and the square are made equal 
is proved to be fallacious. 

The inverse of proposition n. will read thus: Any 
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square (H) is such, that its inscribed circle (G) is equal 
in area to the area of another square (F) whose circum- 
ference equals the circumference of another circle (E) of 
equal area with H. And in this view of the proposition 
let it be particularly noticed, that nothing is assumed, 
and the result is subject to no conditions as in the direct 
proposition, which is conditioned on the equality of G 
toF. 

This 2d proposition is not only wholly original with 
me^ but is, I believe, entirely new in mathematics ; and 
certainly it is very beautiful as showing the principles 
and the manner in which the areas of circles and squares 
unfold and display to each other. It was discovered by 
me 6 or 7 years since by the method of demonstration 
here given, and it has since been frequently demon- 
strated by algebraic formula ; but I forbear to insert any 
of these demonstrations and give as a reason for this 
omission,— ;/?r,9<, that I never make use of algebra in 
demonstration, and secondly^ that, although the prin- 
ciples of algebra aided by geometry are amply capable 
of demonstrating the proposition when discovered cmd 
stated^ it yet to my mind embodies no principles or pro- 
cess of reasoning by which the discovery ccm be: made. 
It is not in the power, I think, of algebra alone, by the 
same formula, and without the aid of numbers or geome- 
try, to contemplate the transition and alternation of 
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shapes necessary for the discovery of this proposition. 
And hence I attribute to the almost exclusive use of 
algebra in the schools, and the little attention paid to 
the mechanical properties of numbers, that this relative 
property of the circle and the square, or of straight lines 

undiscovered. 

The following proposition is, I think, appropriate here 
to the course of my reasoning. 



PROPOSITION in. 



The circle is tJie natmrdl basis or hegimning of aU a/rea^ 
a/nd the squa/re hemg made so i/n mathematical science^ is 
a/rUfidal a/nd a/rUi^ary. 



PLATE IX. 





By proposition i. it has been shown, that all regular 
shapes have their areas equal to half the circumference 
by the radius of an inscribed circle, which is the least 
radius the shape contains; the circle is therefore the 
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basis of area in all such shapes. If we examine the %- 
nres A and B (Plate IX.) we see that the square and 
the triangle have each a greater and a lesser radius, 
which is true of all other shapes formed of straight lines. 

4 

We see also that the circle described on the least radius 
of either shape is less than the shape. We see also that 
neither shape can be so diminished, but that a circle 
described upon its least radius, will be less than it. 
Therefore if either shape shall be diminished to infinity, 
so long as it shall have magnitude or area, it shall also 
have a greater and a lesser radius, and a circle described 
upon its least radius will be less than it. . The circle is 
therefore the least of all possible magnitudes, and, as all 
extension must be from the least possible magnitude to 
that which is greater, therefore the circle is the begin- 
ning of plane extension, and is hence the natural basis or 
beginning of all magnitude or area, and the square being 
made so in mathematical science is artificial and arbi- 
trary. TTie prcyposition is therefore demonst/rated. 

Now, therefore, because the circle is the natwrcH basis 
of aU a/rea^ and the square is made the artificial basis, 
and because proposition n. is a relative property between 
the circle and the square, and between straight lines and 
curved lines, and is also a general principle applicable to 
all ratios of numbers ; and because the square is a reg- 
ular shape formed of perfect straight lines and of equal 
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sides and angles, therefore proposition n. is a relative 
property between the circle and aU regular' aha/pea what- 
sover, which are formed of straight lines and of equal 
sides and angles. Therefore, 



PEOPOSinON IV, 

The (yi/rawmfererice of amy ci/role heing gwerij if tJiat cvr- 
€v/mferenee be hrought mto any other shape formed of 
straight Unes amd of equal sides a/nd a/ogles^ the a/rea of 
that shape is equal to the a/rea of wnother d/rcle^ which 
circle bemg circumscribed by another a/nd similar shape, 
the a/rea of ,such shape cvrcwmscribmg the last Tva/rried 
ci/rcle is equal to the area of the ei/rcle whose ciroumfer- 
ence is giwe/a. 

PLATE X. 






Let the circumference of the circle E (Plate X.) equal 
3, then the area of E (by my ratio of circumference and 
diameter) — . (ri83315+. Now let the three sides of the 
equilateral triangle F— '3, then each side of F— 1, — ^the 
perpendicular or diaiheter of F {a J)— i/.iTS and \/.Y5x.5 
(half the side of F)— .4330127+ which is the area of F. 
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Now let the area of the circle G— .433012'7+(— -F) then 
the diameter of G (by my ratio)— V.551328+, the per- 
pendicular or diameter of H (c 6?)— V1.240489+ and 
the side of H— 1/1.653985+ and -i/1.240489+ x half 
V1.653985+ gives the area of H— .Tl§3315+ which is 
also the area of the circle E whose circumference is 3. 

PLATE XL - 







Also if F and H (Plate XL) be hexagons, — ^then if the 
circumference or 6 sides of F shall equal the circumfer- 
ence of E, and the area of G shall equal the area of F, 
then the area of H will also equal the area of E, and the 
same is true of an octagon or polygon of any possible 
number of sides and of every ratio of circumference and 
diameter of a circle which can be used. The examples 
given will enable any one to prove the truth by figures 
for themselves. The proposition is therefore demon- 
st/rated. 

It is a remarkable fact, that among all the modern 
attempts at analysis of the circumference of the circle, 
there is not one which gives to circumference a fixed 
and definite locality, and I have never seen the man 
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among the mathematicians of the schools, who, on a 
circle being placed before him, could point to the posi- 
tion of circumference and say, it is there^ in that plaoe^ 
simply because the imaginary line without breadth, 
having no existence, it can * therefore have no fixed and 
definite locality, either in fact or in imagination ; — ^being 
in itself a mechanical fallacy, it can never be mechan- 
ically applied, and for the present purpose is therefore 
useless. The laws of geometry are undoubtedly the laws 
of perfect mechanics, and any thing which can have no ex- 
istence, such as an ideal line without breadth^ is a mecharir 
ical faUacy^ — and it is a mecha/aical t/i^ut\ that nothing 
can have a definite and fixed locality, or occupy a def- 
inite and fixed position in space, without magnitude. 
The definition therefore "position without magnitude,'^ 
whether applied to a line or a point, means nothing else, 
and cannot understandingly be made to mean any thing 
else, but the jploGe of a magnitude without the developed 
magnitude itself. The existence of any shape signifies 
Imiit^ and it is evident that a circle, in order to he a 
drde in natfwre must have limit^ and a boundary def- 
initely located, and mechanically defined, which boun- 
dary is its circumference ; otherwise a circle cannot exist 
in nature, not even in imagination, if imagination be 
definite. It is evident then that the circumference of a 
circle having a fixed and definite locality, it is therefore 
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a mechanical line wMcIl li/mits the extension of the 
chicle, forming a perfect boundary, and separating it 
from all surronnding material, and therefore it rmist Jia/oe 
hreadth^ even though such breadth may be less than any 
material portion of the circle developed; such, for ex- 
ample, are the lines which make • the points of cohesion 
in the diamond, or in metals ; and such also are the lines 
which separate the particles of water and enable them to 
flow by each other; — ^being positive lines they must 
necessarily have breadth, though such breadth is ev- 
idently less than . any particle of the water, the diamond, 
or the metal which can be divided again without the 
parts so divided losing their character as water^ as a 
diamond, or as metal, — ^in other words resolving them- 
selves into their original elements (see remarks on mag- 
nitude and infinities preceding prop, m.. Appendix). 

It would seem as if th^ definition of Euclid was suffi- 
ciently explicit to show us the position of circumference, 
and the term circumference would seem to mean neither 
more nor less than a line cir(mms(yribmg and mclosing 
the figure. But the approximation of geometers is not 
a line mdoemg or containmg the figure, but a line cowr 
ddmg with the greatest diameter of the figure, and is 
therefore exactly eqttal to the figure (proposition i., 
appendix), and if it have breadth, it is a pa/rt of the 
a/rea of the figv/re^ and therefore iTicloses or contains less 
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than the whole figure^ because no line can contain itself, 
and all that is within it : therefore — 

PROPOSmON V. 

The drcmnference of a circle by the meaev/re of which 
the circle and the square are made equcH^ a/nd hy xohich 
the properties of straight lines a/nd curved Tmes a/re made 
equal^ is a lin£ outside of the circle^ whoUy drcwmsorihvng 
it^ a/nd thoroughly inxilosmg the whole a/rea of the circle^ 
and hence^ wliether it shall hoA^e breadth or not^ forms no 
pa/rt of the circle. 

The demonstration of proposition v. is by the inverse 
of proposition iv. By proposition iv., it has been shown 
that if E (Plate XII.), be a circle of any certain circum- 
ference, and F be a polygon of any number of sides, and 
of equal circumference with E, G, a circle of equal area 
with F, and H a polygon circumscribing G, and of an 
equal number of sides with F, then the area of H equals 
the area of E. The inverse of the fourth proposition is 
therefore as follows. A polygon of any number of sides 
(H) is such, that the area of its inscribed circle (G) is 
equal to the area of another polygon (F), whose circum- 
ference equals the circumference of another circle, E, of 
equal area with H. 
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PLATE XIL 







Now, therefore, E and H are equal in area, but E is 
formed of curved lines, and controlled by ihei/r proper- 
ties, and H is formed of straight lines, and controlled by 
^lei/r properties ; but it is evident, whatever may be the 
number of sides, that H is greater than G, and because 
G equals F in area, therefore H is also greater than F ; 
and because H is greater than F, and F is a polygon of 
the same number of sides as H, therefore the circumfe- 
rence of H is greater than the circumference of F ; and 
because the circumference of F equals the circumference 
of E, therefore the circumference of H is also greater 
than the circumference of E, and if brought into the 
form of a circle, will wholly circumscribe E. But the 
circumference of H will constantly approach more nearly 
to E by any increase of the number of sides of H, yet so 
long as H shall have the properties of straight lines, 
though the number of its sides were the greatest possi- 
ble, its circumference shall always be greater than the 
circumference of E (proposition n., chapter i.), and if 
brought into the form of a circle, will wholly circum- 
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scribe E, thoiigli the diflference may be sucli that it ca/rir 
not he less. And in material things, any difference such 
that it cannot be less, is one ultimate particle of what- 
ever material or thing is under consideration, which is 
also the essjential difference between the properties of 
straight lines and curved lines. The proposiUon is there- 
fore demonst/rated. 

By this demonstration, it is shown, that in order to 
give to the circumference of a circle the fall expression 
of its value by the properties of straight lines, it is not to 
be measured as angular %ures are, and after the manner 
of geometers, by a line coi/nciding with the greatest 
extent of diameter, but by a line outside^ wholly inclos- 
ing the diameter, and the difference between the two is 
the compensation due to the circumference of the circle, 
to answer to the relative difference of property shown in 
proposition i., this chapter * 

* A very fine illustration from nature, of the difference between the line 
approximated by geometers, and the true line cf circumference may be had, by 
placing a glass of water before us. If we suppose the tumbler to be a perfect 
cylinder, then, the surface of the water it contains will be the area of a circle. 
Now, the line of circumference approximated by geometers, is a line, lying 
wholly inside of every part of the tumbler, and coinciding with the outer limit cf 
the water. The line which I say is the true circumference is the interior of the 
tumbler not coinciding with the water, but Ijring wholly outside of it, and inclos- 
ing the whole area of the water. It is evident that every part of the interior of 
the tumbler is farther from the centre of the circle than any part of the water, 
consequently the least possible line of the tumbler is greater than the greatest 
possible line coinciding with the water, because the one wholly incloses the 
other. It is evident, also, that the difference between the two lines is such, that 
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But this is not all the compensation which is due to 
the approximation of geometers, in order to make that 
equal to the true circumference; for in supposing the 
difference to be such " that it cannot be less," or only- 
one particle, or least division of whatever material or 
thing is under consideration, I have only considered the 
difference between a line coinciding with, and a line 
inclosing the extreme diameter of a perfect circle. But 
geometers consider a poh/gon as equal to a circle, to the 
extent to which the sides of two polygons are brought 
to agree ; and I have shown (proposition n., chapter i.), 
that it is not equal. I have also shown (proposition rv., 
chapter L), that if the circumference of a polygon be 
brought into the form of a circle, both diameter and area 
are i/ncrea^ed^ and if diameter be considered as fixed^ as 
it is by geometers, then, in order to give to circumfe- 
rence the full expression of its value in a circle, compen- 
sation must be made to the approximate ratio of geome- 
ters obtained from a polygon, of fov/r tvmes the difference 
of area between a polygon and a circle having the same 
circumference, and both these differences^ which are errors 

*^U cannot be lessf* because, in the nature of the water, it would by its own 
grayity adjust its particles to fill the whole circle, until there is not room in the 
same plane for one particle more in its least possible natural divisions. If 
therefore, the standard by which circumference is measured should be water- 
particles, then the difference between the least possible line of the tumbler, and 
the greatest possible line of the water, would be one particle of water in its least 
poanble natural division. 
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of principle, are cMUumal to all the errors arising from 
quantities neglected or lost in reducing their method to 
the calculation of figures. And both the errors of prin- 
ciple, and errors of quantities neglected or lost, axe 
increased in value by increase of magnitude, as shown in 
proposition iv., chapter i. 

A portion of my papers were lately in the hands of a 
learned professor for examination, who returned for 
answer the very unphilosophical reason, that because 
"my ratio of circumference differed from the approxi- 
"mations of geometers in the sixth decimal place, he 
" therefore thought I must be wrong," In answer to 
such unworthy objections, and to aid in the development 
of the truth, I here add the sixth proposition, as follows : 

PROPOSITION VI. 

The circumference of a circle^ &uch that its Tialf hemg 
multiplied hy radius^ to which all other radii a/re equcd^ 
shall eapress the whole a/rea of the d/rcle^ hy the properties 
of stn^aight lines^ is greater in value i/n the sixth decmial 
place of figures them the sa/me d/rcwmference m amf poly- 
gon of 6144 sides^ cmd greater also them the approamiar 
tioTh of geometers at the same decimal place vn any Ime of 
figu/res. 

• The foregoing proposition partakes of the general 
principle demonstrated in proposition n, and iv. like 
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them, therefore, it is true of every ratio of circumference 
and diameter which can be used, the approximate as 
well as the true ratio. For illustration, I will take the 
approximation of geometers as a ratio of circumference, 
viz., 3.1415926535 +, and let this be the circumference 
of a circle, and of a polygon. • 

PLATE XIII, 




Let the diameter of the circle E «- 1 ; then the cir- 
cumference of E, by the above approximation, =— 3.141- 
5926535 +, and the area of E — .7853981633 +. Let F 
be a polygon of 6144 sides, in which the line a, J, is a 
perpendicular from the centre to either side of the poly- 
gon, and let the circumference or perimeter of F equal 
the circumference of E; L ^., let it _ 3.1415926535 +. 
Now, the perpendicular, a, 5, mathematically determined 
after Playfair and Legendre's method, is found to equal 
.499999934636, and the area of F (half the circumference 
^1 ^? *)) — .78539806072+, which is seen to be less in 
the seventh decimal place, than the area of the circle E, 
having the same circumference. It has abeady been proved 
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(proposition n. and iv.), that if G be a circle equal in area 
to F (Plate Xin.), and H a polygon of 6144 sides, cir- 
cumscribing G, then the area of H equals the area of E. 
Now, therefore, let us see what is the circumference and 
diameter of H, which is equal in area to E, By the 
same approximate ratio of geometers (viz., the circum- 
ference of one diameter — 3.1415926535+), if the area 
of G equals the area of F, then the diameter of G — 
.999^999934636 +, and the radius of G — 4.999,99967318 
+, and the radius of G is seen to be the perpendicular 
on either side, or least radius of H (o, d). If then, a^ b 
(figure F), give for circumference 3.1415926535 +, then 
0, d^ will give 3.1415928589+, which is the circumfe- 
rence of H, and half 3.1415928589+ x c?, ^, — .T85398- 

1633H the area of H, which is also the area of E. 

Now, let it be remembered that the circumference of F 
equals the circumference of E, and the a/rea of H equals 
the a/rea of E, but the circumference and diameter of H 
is greater than the circumference and diameter of F, by 
.0000002054+, which is in the seventh decimal place of 
circumference, and by .00000006536 +, which is in the 
eighth decimal place of diameter. And if the diameter 
of F be considered as fixed^ and the whole expression of 
these values be given to circumference, in order to make 
F equal in area to E, then F should have a circumfe- 
rence — 3.141593+, which is seen to be greater than the 
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approximation of geometers in the sixth decimal place of 
circumference, and greater also than the e(Hxitted peri- 
meter of a circumscribed polygon. 

TTie proposition is therefore demonsl/rated. And it is 
evident that if a circle, and a polygon of 6144 sides (the 
number to wHch Playfair carries his Hsection) shall have 
the same circumference, the area of the circle is greater 
than the area of the polygon in the sixth decimal place ; 
and because the circumference of one diameter must be 
four times the area of the circle, therefore, by the tran- 
sition of shape to a circle, the true value of circumfer- 
ence is greater in the sixth decimal place than arm/ 
approxvmaUon which ca/n he dbtavned from a polygon of 
6144 eides^ whether inscribed or circumscribed. 

This part of the subject is entitled to a more enlarged 
treatment, but wishing to make my preliminary demon- 
strations as brief as is consistent with my purpose of 
carrying conviction to the mind of any candid and care- 
ful examiner, I omit it here, and direct the reader to 
propositions i. and m. (Appendix), for a more extended 
examination of a many-sided polygon, and the errors to 
which it is subject. 

It will have been perceived ere this time, that I am 

fulfilling my first promise, that my reasoning would be 

" whoWy origi/iml^'^ and it will be perceived also, that my 

mode of redsonmg^ diflfers somewhat 'from the schools, in 

5 
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its elementary basis, — ^that, whereas, they reason wholly 
from the properties of straight lines (angles are a mere 
property of straight lines), I have taken up the proper- 
ties of both straight lines and curved lines, and have 
introduced sha/pea as a new element of mathematical rea- 
soning. I am authorised to do this by truth and nature, 
for it will readily be perceived, that the first step of 
nature in material creation, is, the production of aha/pea^ 
and lines are nothing more (the imaginary lines of 
geometry) than the dimensions, boundaries, and divisions 
of shapes; therefore shapes are prvma/ry thmgs^ and 
hence a t/rue hasis of matheTnatical reasorvmg. 

I have already shown (proposition m.), that the circle 
is tlie prvma/ry shape in Tiatmre^ and hence the basis or 
begiiining of all area, and that the square is only made 
the basis, by an arbitrary rule. I here add, as necessary 
to the course of development, another proposition, as fol- 
lows: — 

PROPOSITION vn. 

Becomse the ci/rde is the primary aha/pe vn natfwre^ cmd 
hence the haaia of area; and hecaniae the ci/rcle ia meaav/red 
hy^ a/nd ia equal to the aqua/re onl/y vn roMo of half its 
oi/rcwmference hy the radvm^ therefore^ d/rcwmference a/nd 
radiua^ a/rid not the aqua/re of diameter^ a/re the orj/y ruxM- 
nH a/nd legiimiate elemmta of a/rea^ hy which aU regvla/r 
aha/pea a/re made equal to the aqua/re^ a/nd equal to thecirde. 
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PLATE XIV. 







On examining the shapes one within another (Plate 
XIV.), it will be known to all mathematicians, without 
the necessity of a particular demonstration in each case, 
that the areas of any two or more equilateral triangles, 
squares, hexagons, or circles, are, to each other of the 
Boms shape, in ratio of area, as the squares of their 
diameters ; but no triangle, square, hexagon, or circle, is, 
to either of the other sha/pes^ in ratio of area as the 
squares of the diameters of each. Therefore, the nega- 
tive pai*t of the proposition, that the square of diameter 
is not the natural and legitimate element of area by 
which different shapes are made equal to one another, is 
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proved. Keferring to the %ures again (Plate XIV.), it 
is seen, that any triangle, square, hexagon or circle, has 
an area equal to half its circumference by ths radius (the 
least radius in all those shapes formed of straight lines), 
and consequently, they are all, to one another, in ratio of 
area, as licilf thei/r drcvmfereifiGe hy t7iei/r radius. 

The proposition is therefore demonstrated; and cir- 
cumference and radius are seen to be the only legiti- 
mate elements of area, by which all shapes, and all areas, 
are in like ratio to one another ; and by which they are 
made equal to one another. 



PROPOsmoN vni. 



The equilateral t/ria/ngle is the primary of all shapes in 
nai/wre farmed of straight 1/mes^ a/nd of equal sides and 
a/ngles^ a/nd it has the lea^t radius^ the lea^t area^ and the 
greatest ci/rawmference of a/mf possible shape of equal sides 
a/nd angles. 



PLATE XV. 




B 
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It will be seen that the triangle A (Plate XV.) has 
three eqnal sides, formed of three equal lines. Now if 
we suppose a shape formed of only two lines, as B or C, 
if such shape shall have breadth or magnitude, then it 
must have more than two sides, and if more than two 
sides, then it is formed of more than two lines, and if it 
has three sides, then it is a triangle. But if such sup- 
posed shape formed of only two lines has neither breadth 
nor magnitude, then it is not a shape, and is without 
existence. It is evident therefore that no angular shape 
can Tho/ce less than three sides, and hence the triangle is 
the first production of nature, among shapes formed of 
straight lines, and, therefore, the equilateral triangle is 
the primary of oR sha/pes formed of straight lines and 
equal sides and angles. 

It is known that if the circumference of the triangle A 
be bisected at each side so as to form a hexagon in 
shape, the area of the hexagon will be greater than the 
area of the triangle. In other words, if the circumference 
of the triangle be brought into mmf other sha/pe^ such as a 
square or a hexagon, the area will be increased as the 
number of the sides is increased, and the radius is also 
increased in like proportion, circumference always re- 
maining the same. It is therefore known that because 
tte triangle has the least number of sides of any possible 
shape, it has also the least radius and the least area of 
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any possible sliape formed of straight lines of equal sides 
and angles and of the sa/me ai/rawmfereTvce. And heocmae 
the equilateral triangle has the least radius and the least 
area of any possible shape formed of straight lines, of 
equal sides and angles, and of the same circumference ; 
therefore by reciprocity it is known, also, to have the 
greatest ok'cvmference of any possible shape of equal 
sides and angles and of the same area. 

The proposition is therefore demonst/rated^ and it is 
thereby manifest, that because the circle and the equila- 
teral triangle are the primary of all shapes in nature, one 
formed of curved lines and the other of straight lines, 
that therefore^ the prima/ry difference between straight 
lines and curved lines, and hence their equality one to the 
other^ is to be found in the relations between the d^de 
and the equilateral t/ria/agle. 

PROPOSITION IX, 

The d/rele a/nd the equilateral t/ria/ngle a/re opposite to 
one a/nother i/n all the dements of their const/rwct/ion^ a/nd 
hence thefra/Monal dia/meter of one cvrde^ which is equal 
to the diameter of one squa/re^ is in the opposite dupUcale 
raMo to the dia/meter of a/n eqvMateral t/ria/ngle whose area 
is one. 

By diameter of the triangle, the perpendicular is here 
meant, as explained in the introduction to chapter i., or a 
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line passing tlirougli the center of the triangle, and per- 
pendicular to either side. 



PLATE XVI. 





Let it be supposed that the areas of the equilateral 
triangle A and the square C each equals one. 

It has been shown (proposition vni.), that the triangle 
has the least number of sides of any possible shape in 
nature formed of straight lines; and the circle is the 
ultimatum of nature in the extension of the number of 
sides. In this particular therefore they are opposite to 
one another in the elements of their construction. By 
proposition vn. it is shown that circumference and 
radius are the only natural and legitimate elements of 
area by which different shapes may be measm^ed alike, 
and are made equal to one another. By proposition vm. 
it is shown, that the triangle has the least radius of any 
shape formed of straight lines of equal sides and of the 
same circumference, and by prop. n. and iv. chap. i. it is 
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seen, that the circle has the greatest radius of any pos- 
sible shape of the same circumference. By the same 
propositions the triangle is shown to have the greatest 
circumference and the least area of any shape formed of 
straight lines and equal sides, and the circle is shown to 
have the lea^t circumference and the greatest area of any 
shape. By a well known law of numbers and geometry 
by which the greatest product which any number or 
any line can give, is, to multiply half by half, it will be 
seen that if we take the aggi'egate of circumference and 
radius in each shape, it is most equally divided in the 
circle, and the most wnequally divided in the triangle, of 
any possible shape. In every case, that which is greatest 
in the triangle is lea^t in the circle, and that which is 
least in the triangle is greatest in the circle, and in every 
particular the two shapes are at the extreme and oppo- 
site hovmda/ries of natmre^ being the greatest and the least 
that is possible. They are therefore opposite to one 
another in all the elements of their construction. There- 
fore the square being made the artificial basis of area 
(prop, vn.), if the diameter of the circle B (Plate XVI.) 
shall equal the diameter of the square C, then, in the 
fractional relations of B to C such diameter shall be in 
the opposite duplicate ratio to the diameter of A corre- 
spondingly situated. The diameter of A correspond- 
ingly situated with the diameter of B to C, it will be 
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seen, is a line drawn axjross the center of A perpendieu- 
lar to either side; therefore the diameter of B in its 
fractional relation to C is the opposite duplicate ratio to 
the jperperuMmla/r or diameter of A. And no other 
result is possible in the nature of things (see prop. vn. 
Appendix and remarks following). The proposition 
is therefore denwnst/rated. 



PROPOSITION X. 



The fracbiondl dia/nietei' of one circle which is equal to 
the diameter of one square hemg in the opposite ratio to 
the dia/meter of the equilateral t/iHangle whose area is one^ 
equals 81. 



PLATE XVII. 





Let the area of the equilateral triangle A (Plate 
XVII.) —1, and let the area of the square B also equal 
mie^ then the diameter of the circle C, which is equal to 
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the diameter of the square B, also equals om. And it 
has been demonstrated that in their fractional relations 
to the square, the diameters of A and C are iq opposite 
ratio to one another. (By the diameter in the triangle 
it is known that the perpendicular is here meant, as in 
prop, IX.) Now if the area of the equilateral triangle A 
shall equal one, then the diameter of A {a J), is found 
to be equal to the square root of three twice extracted, 
or \/\/*3. Hence the fractional diameter of C, being in 
the opposite duplicate ratio (which is the square of 
diameter) shall equal 3 twice squared or 3'x3* and 
3x3—9x9—81. The propoaiMon is therefore demcmr 
at/rated. 

Under the head of " The opposite duplicate ratio of 
the equUateral triangle and the circle," embracing prop. 
VI. and vn. (Appendix), will be found a more particular 
examination of the points contained in the above demon- 
stration, to which the reader is referred for his more per- 
fect satisfaction. 

PROPOSITION XI. 

The f Taxational a/rea of one squa/re which is equal to the 
a/rea of one cwcle^ equals 6561 ; and the a/rea of the circle 
inscribed in om squa/re equals 5153. 
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PLATE XVIII. 








It has "been proved (prop, x.) that the fractional 
diameter of the circle C, which is equal to the diameter 
of one square (B) whose area is one, being in the oppo- 
site ratio to ah (figure A), equals 81 ; hence the area of 
B— 81x81-?-6561; therefore B equals one, of 6561 equal 
fractional parts. Now let B equal H in area. It has 
been proved (prop, n.) that H— E in area, and if H— 1 
then E— 1, and if H— 6561, then IL.6561. It has also 
been proved (prop, n.) that if the circumference of P 
equals the circumference of E, then F and G are also 
equal in area. And because one circle which is equal to 
one square (the area of the square being one) is in 6561 
equal fractional parts, therefore cmy circle which is equal 



72 THE QUADBATUKE OF THE CIRCLE. 

to amy squa/re (the diameter of the circle being a whole 
number) shall be in some definite and certain number of 
- parts. Hence the areas of the circles C and G 
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(their diameters being each 81) are some definite and 
certain number of j^^ parts of B and H. It is proved 
by the approximations of geometry obtained by the pro- 
perties of straight lines, that C and G are each greater 
(much greater) than ^^ parts of B and H, and less 
(much less) than ^y^, therefore {Rednhctio ad cAsv/rdnmi) 
they shaU be each —ff because they cam, he nothing else^ 
there being no other ^^^r P^^ between 5152 and 5154. 

The proposition is therefore demonstrated ; and the 
fractional area of one square which is equal to one circle 
(the area of each being one) is 6561, and the fractional 
area of one circle i/nscribed in such square is 5153. 

It wiU now be seen that having determined two parts 
of each and G, i. e. having determined the fractional 
ai'ea and diameter of each, if we divide the area by one- 
fourth the diameter, it will give us the circumference of 
eech. And because the diameter of each C and G^-=81, 
and the area of each =5153, therefore 5153-^20.25 
(i the diameter) =»254+ with a remainder forever. It 
is evident, therefore, as has always been the case with 
others, that I have not yet reached a circumference 
which may be expressed in a whole number, and in 
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decimal figures, without a remainder. I therefore add 
another and jmoU proposition^ as follows. 



PROPOSITION xn. 

The true ratio of cvrcv/mference to diameter of all 
circles^ is four times the area of one circle inscribed in 
one squa/re for the ratio of ci/rewmference^ to the a/rea of 
the circumscribed squa/re for the ratio of diameter. And 
hence the true a/ad primary ratio of d/rcu/mference to 
diamfieter of aU cwdes is 20612 pa/rts of circvmfermce to 
6561 pa/rts of diameter. 

PLATE XIX. 

It will be known that if the di- 
ameter of the circle G inscribed in 
H (Plate XTX.) — 1, then the area 
of H also -=1. It wiU be known 
also, that the area of G equals half 
the circumference, multiplied by half the diameter, and 
i X 7 — ¥ ; hence the diameter of G being one^ then the 
area of G equals \ its circumference, and vice versa, the 
circumference of G equals four times its area. And the 
diameter of G being one, it therefore equals the area of 
H, because the area of H = 1. Therefore, the first part 
of the proposition is demonstrated, and four times the 
area of any inscribed circle for a ratio of circumference. 
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to the area of the circumscribed square for a ratio of 
diameter, is seen to be a true ratio of circumference to 
diameter of aU circles. 

It has been proved (proposition xi.), that by the pri- 
mary relations existing between straight lines and curved 
lines, as developed by the opposite ratio of the equilate- 
ral triangle and the circle, the firactional area of H — 
6661, and the area of G — 5163; tTterefore^ the true 
and jprimary ratio of circumference to diameter of all 
circles = 4 G for the ratio of circumference to the area 
of H for the ratio of diameter ; and since G = 5153, 
and H — 6561 ; therefore^ the tnce and jprimary ratio of 
circumference to diameter of aU circles -= 5163 x 4 — 
20612 parts of circumference to 6561 parts of diameter. 
The proposition is therefore demonstrated^ AND THE 
QUADKATUKE OF THE CmOLE IS DEMON- 
STRATED!! 



•••- 



NOTE TO CHAPTER H. 

It will be seen by any one who has carefully examined 
the propositions in chapters i. and ii., that the whole 
demonstration of the quadrature rests on the last four 
propositions of chapter ii. All the others are only pre- 
liminary, to show the errors of the received mode of 
demonstration, and to open the way to this. The remark 
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following the eightli proposition, chapter ii., is, I think, a 
conclusion folly warranted, viz., " that because the equi- 
" lateral triangle and the circle are the primary shapes 
"in nature (propositions in. and vin.), one formed of 
" curved lines, and the other of straight lines, therefore, 
"the primary difference between straight lines and 
" curved lines, and hence their equality one to the other, 
"is to be found in the relations between the circle and 
" the equilateral triangle." 

This most natural and conclusive inference, drawn 
from proposition vm., and those preceding it, leads our 
reason at once, to examine the relative properties of the 
equilateral triangle and the circle, and this examination 
again leads us at once to the ninth proposition, viz., 
" that the equilateral triangle and the circle are oppoHte 
" to one another in aU the elements of their construction, 
" which are concerned in plane extension, and hence the 
"square of diameter being made the artificial basis of 
" area (proposition m. chapter ii.), therefore the equilat- 
" eral triangle and the circle are opposite to one another 
" in ratio of the squares of their diameters." 

This, then, is the only question of doubt to settle. If 
the equilateral triangle and the circle are opposite to 
one another in all the elements of area which enter into 
their construction, then are they also opposite to one 
another in ratio of the squares of their diameters. 
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But if they are not opposite to each other in ratio of 
the squares of their diameters, then are they not oppo- 

m. 

site to one another in the elements of their construction. 
This question, the examination of proposition ix. settles 
conclusively. And that proposition being proved, all the 
serial and algebraic formula in the world, or * even geo- 
metrical demonstration, if it be subject to any error 
whatever, cannot overthrow the ratio of circumference 
and diameter which I have established I So long as it 
remains a truth, that the equilateral triangle and the 
circle are opposite to one another in the elements of their 
construction, that ratio of circumference and diameter 
will stand forever against all argument and all demon- 
stration by the properties of straight lines which can be 
brought to disprove it, and time will show all the efforts 
of geometers to disprove this, to be just as idle as all 
their efforts to prove the value of the circumference of a 
circle by the properties of straight lines have been. 
These (the opposite elements, and opposite ratio) are the 
pa/rticida/r facts which govern the circumference of the 
circle in its relation to the properties of straight lines, 
according to the idea given out in proposition n., and 
which make the circumference of the circle to be a par- ' 
ticida/r fact aleo^ and not a general principle, though 
true to every thing that is a general principle ; because. 
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it is itself the basis of all gefnercH prmciples in relation 
to magnitude or area. 

Having therefore arrived at that point where, by the 
natural conclusion of the course of reasoning adopted, the 
quadrature of the circle is demonstrated, I may now be 
allowed some freedom of remark, in respect to the crfedit 
due to those opinions, which for the last half century 
have condemned the quadrature as a useless question, 
which it was impossible to solve. 

In respect to the utility and value of the quadrature, 
I think it will be sufficient to say, what no one will dis- 
pute, — ^that from the earliest time in the history of 
geometry, up to the close of the last century, it was con- 
sidered by every mathematician, geometer, or astrono- 
mer, of emiuence, to whom the world owes all that is 
known on these subjects, that the quadrature of the circle 
wds^ and is^ an elementary truth, nficessa/ry to be known 
for the perfection of mathematical and astronomical sci- 
ence. In the course of the preceding demonstrations, I 
have shown clearly, I think, that all geometrical truth 
whatsoever in nature, rests on two simple things, viz., 
the properties of straight lines, and the properties of 
curved lines, and that the relations of these to one 
another are controlled by the circle and the equilateral 
triangle as prima/ry aha/pes ; — ^the circle, and consequently 

curved lines, being prima/ry of aU others ; thus sustain- 

6 
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ing, and being sustained by, the opinions of aU ancient 
geometers, that the quadrature of the circle lies at the 
foundation of all geometry, and hence it is an elementary 
truth, necessary to be known for the perfection of mathe- 
matical science. Under these circumstances, therefore, 
when I hear a learned professor of an exact science, stig- 
matize the quadrature as " a useless question," and one 
in which an approximation is " near enough," I am led to 
conclude, either that he does not understand the nature 
of the subject, or that his declaration is made to console 
a wounded pride, in not being able to reach it himself. 

Foremost among those who have thrown discredit on 
the pursuit of the quadrature, has been Legendre, the 
eminent French geometer ; and I confess to an abundant 
surprise at finding, that the professors of our own day 
and in our own country particularly, have received what 
Legendre and a few others have said, as established facts^ 
and have adopted their opinions without investigation. 
A distinguished professor of one of our own distinguished 
eoUeges, to whom I sent some of my original papers, once 
wrote me in reply ; and referring to Legendre's note on 
the subject of the quadrature in his elements of geome- 
try, added, " that after seeing what that great geometer 
" had said, he presumed I would think no more of the 
" subject." 

In the note in question, Legendre, after having finished 
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a bisection to 8000 sides of a polygon, asserts that he 
has determined the quadrature as accurately as the root 
of any imperfect square can be determined to the same 
number of figures ; and after concluding that the perfect 
quadrature is impossible to be found, he adds, in sub- 
stance, " that no one having the least pretension to geo- 
" metrical science wiU ever make the attempt 'M ! ! 

What consideration is due to these declarations of 
Legendre, may easily be seen. He did not even attempt 
to measure the exact circumference of a circle ; and he 
did not in tU least consider the properties of curved 
lines, notwithstanding that it had long been known that 
curved lines do possess properties essentially different 
from straight lines ; yet Legendre, by his method, tacitly 
admitted that he knew nothing about them. He simply 
bisected the perimeters of two polygons on a given 
radius, until he brought their sides to agree with each 
other to a certain extent, and these polygons he then 
considers as equal to a circle, to the extent to which 
their sides agree ! ! But I have demonstrated (and any 
one may know the fact, almost without a demonstration), 
that a circle is greater than a polygon having the same 
circumference at any possible number of sides (proposi- 
tion n., chapter i.) ; especially is it greater than a poly- 
gon of only a few thousand sides. The conclusion of 
Legendre is therefore manifestly erroneous. He mea- 
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sured nothing but polygons, and judging fipom what he 
has said, he neither understood nor regarded the effect 
of transition of shape to a circle. (See remarks follow- 
ing proposition iv., chapter i.) 

Again, it will be obvious to all, that by Legendre^s 
method, his errors from quantities neglected or lost in 
the course of his calculation and reduction of his result 
to numbers, are errors of each side of the polygon, and 
consequently while in that result, he can have but one 
error in his diameter, he has 8000 errors in his circum- 
ference, and he could not teU whether the sum of these 
errors was plus or minus ! ! And again, these errors are 
not errors in the circumference of a circle, but in the 
pervmetefr of his jpoVygon^ which is of less value than a 
circle having the same circumference (propositions n. and 
IV., chapter i.), and hence they stand additional to the 
errors arising from the essential difference in the proper- 
ties of straight lines and curved lines, which he has 
wholly neglected. Yet in the face of these facts, which 
he must have known if he understood his own work, Le- 
gendre ha^ seen fit to declare that he has determined the 
circumference of a circle " as accurately as the root of any 
imperfect square can be determined." And who, I ask, 
win, after such a declaration, feel his pointed rebuke, or 
trust what he may' say on this subject, without first satis- 
fying himself of its truth ? For my own part, I cannot 
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but believe that Legendre's reputation as an eminent 
geometer, great though it deservedly is, would have 
been more enduring if he had left the note in question 
out of his work entirely. 

Playfair of Edinburgh was nearly contemporary with 
Legendre, and his and Legendre's Elements of Geometry, 
or rather their editions of Euclid, have for a long time 
been standard works in the English language on these 
subjects. Playfair admits that his and Legendre's 
method of determining the value of circumference 
(which was also the method of Archimedes 2000 years 
ago) is defecti/ve^ but modestly says, that geometers 
"know no better method." StUl, however, Playfair is 
supposed to have sided with Legendre in thinking that 
the exact solution of the problem was unattainable. 

Legendre and his coadjutors were members of the 
Academy of Science in Paris, and Playfair and his 
coadjutors were members of the Royal Society of 
London. 

About the era of the publication of Legendre's work, 
the Academy of Science in Paris, instigated perhaps by 
Legendre himself, passed a resolution, that, in order to 
discourage such futile attempts, the Academy would not 
thereafter receive or consider any paper purporting to 
be on the subject of the quadrature ! And within a few 
years thereafter the Royal Society of London passed a 
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sinular resolution ! ! And under the influence of these 
tyrannical proceedings it soon became disreputable in 
learned circles for any one to talk of finding the quadra- 
ture. But these resolutions of Academies and Royal 
Societies needed some support, and Montucla generously 
comes to their aid in his History of the Quadrai/wre^ 
which, so far as I can judge from such portions of it as 
have been brought to my notice, appears to have been 
written for the purpose of pandering to the prejudice of 
the French school, rather than to do justice to the 
many ingenious but ineffectual attempts which have been 
made to solve the problem. He remarks with an air of 
compl^ency, which he seems to think is a conclusive 
argument, " that he never knew a man who thought that 
"he had discovered the quadrature who would ever be 
"convinced of his error, however clear the argument 
" might be against him." In this remark he seems to have 
forgotten the possibiUty that he and his associates were 
afflicted with the same human infirmity,— an unwilling- 
ness to be found in error ; but if we examine into the 
history of the progress of science we shall find, that the 
great stronghold of this mental disorder has always been 
found within the walls of the academy. K this remark 
needed any evidence to sustain it, I might instance the 
almost uniform and steady resistance with which the 
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schoolmen have received the first introduction of every 
great discovery in modem times. 

Here then is a brief history, and the whole merit, of 
that popular prejudice which for the last fifty years has 
condemned the quadrature of the circle as a useless ques- 
tion which it was impossible to solve, and the only very 
remarkable thing about it is, that the really intelligent 
portion of the mathematical world should so long have 
bowed in meek submission to the tyranny. 

The only demonstration ever made or ever pretended 
to be made, by any body, of the impossibility of find- 
ing the quadrature, is only a demonstration that the 
thing is impossible to be done by means of straight lines 
alone, and geometers have never used any thing else but 
straight lines. I have never disputed nor even doubted 
the truth of this faxjt, — ^far otherwise, and so plain and 
simple is it, that it hardly needs a demonstration, but 
may be easily understood by almost any one of only 
moderate mathematical perception. And any one who 
thinks tixat there k necessarily any disagreement be- 
tween what I profess to have proved and what has been 
proved by the properties of straight lines, or any thing 
contained in Euclid, will find himself, upon a full exam- 
ination, to be greatly in error. 

I also have demonstrated the same thing, and not only 
80, but my demonstrations show clearly, I think, that no 
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fltraiglit line, nor any number of straiglit lines m a dr- 
eumference^ can in any possible shape or position, be 
equal in relative value to the same length of curved line. 
Hence, instead of pursuing the quadrature as all others 
have done, by reasoning wholly on the value of straight 
lines, I have fii'st turned my attention to discover by 
means of shapes, some of the relative properties of 
curved lines to straight lines, and then I have made use 
of these properties to determine their relative value, — ^a 
mode of proceeding, I believe, never before adopted in 
any attempt to solve the problem; and few, I think, 
will disagree with me in believing that this is the only 
practicable mode. Some may, and no doubt will, find 
fault with it. I expect this, from the influence of that 
prejudice, of which I have just given the brief history, 
for it is hard, for scientific men above all others, to yield 
a fostered prejudice. But there are many men, even 
among the most learned of mathematicians, whose power 
of reasoning is limited to the rules which they have 
studied, and any thing which comes not within tJiese 
rules is, to their minds, not mathematical. Such men are 
often heard to say, that " the science of mathematics is 
" perfect, and that there can be no change or improvement 
" in it ; because," say they, " mathematics are true and the 
" truth cannot change." But such men, I think, confound 
the written science with the truth, — ^they substitute a 
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mere method by which truth is determined, for the truth 
itself, when in fact there is only an affinity between 
them. 

Nature never follows the rules of mathematicians, 
though she is in faxjt a much better mathematician than 
any of them ; she arrives at the same results however by 
methods of her own, and the nearer our methods ap- 
proach to hers, the more simple and perfect they are. 

The whole written science of mathematics is, to my 
mind, nothing more than a process of inductive reason- 
ing, wherein by laying hold of certain primary and 
self-evident truths, we thence deduce other truths, and 
from these again yet others, constantly widening the 
basis of our reasoning and always ascending from the 
lower to the higher. In geometry the primary truths 
adopted, are, simply, a straight line and a given angle, 
which form the starting points, and from these, aU sub- 
sequent deductions are made. The whole course of 
geometrical reasoning therefore which is known to geom 
eters, is based wholly on the properties of straight lines, 
and all circular or spherical measures as yet known or 
used, are, only approximations of straight lines, which 
in circular or spherical magnitudes are both erroneous 
in principle and subject to error in reducing their 
value to numbers. Other systems of geometry might 
have been formed which would have been equally 
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accurate, yet based on other shapes, and other truths, 
but whatever might have been adopted as a basis of 
reasoning, numbers in some one of their infinite capaci- 
ties of notation and combination, and not straight lines 
alone, would lie at the bottom of all truth. It is not 
necessary, therefore, in order that our reasoning should 
be strictly mathematical, that we should follow the rules 
laid down in the written science for reasoning on the 
properties of straight lines. It is only necessary that we 
should abide by the ea/ms principles which are laid 
down for that purpose, viz. to seek f/rstfrom Tiatwre some 
primary and self-evident truth from which to deduce 
other truths; and then it is only necessary, that the 
truths deduced, should be necessa/ry results of the pri- 
mary truth which forms the basis of our reasoning, and 
if we abide by these principles then our reasoning is 
st/ricUy rimthemaUcdl. 

Hence whether we reason from the properties of num- 
bers or magnitudes, shapes or areas, lines or angles, or 
from all of them together, if our deductions are neces- 
sary results of premises founded on the truth of nature, 
then such deductions are niMhematiccLlly true. Hence I 
am justified in speaking of a line and an area as equal to 
one another (prop. xn.). Hence also I am justified in 
introducing shapes as an element of mathematical reason- 
ing independently of lines, because shapes are prvma/ry 
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ihmga to wMcli lines are only secondary, and of wHch 
they constitnte the divisions, dimensions, and bound^es, 
as stated in the remarks preceding prop. vn. ; but with- 
out shapes lines could have no existence and would 
become wholly inoperative. 

Every step which I have taken and every conclusion 
at which I have arrived in the course of these demonstra- 
tions, will be seen to be founded in, and a necessary 
result of, some primary and self-evident or demonstrable 
truth, and therefore the result ccmfuyt fail to he t/rue. 

In mathematics there is no room for opinion ; what a 
man demonstrates by unerring principles he either hnowe 
to be true, or he does not understand his own work ; and 
believing that I have understood mine, in submitting 
these demonstrations to public examination and criticism, 
I do not ask whether the result is true or not, but 
I assert that it is frae^ and I hold myself ready to 
sustain it. Fortunately, however, for my time and in- 
dustry, the truth, if such it be, being once known, wiU 
be able to sustain itself without my aid. 

It is proper in connection with this note to remark, 
that the method of demonstration which I have here 
used, is not the only method by which I have arrived at 
the same result, nor is it the method by which the ratio 
of 20612 to 6561 was first discovered. That ratio was 
first discovered by reasoning wholly on the properties of 
numbers, independently of lines or shapes, and assuming 
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as a primary truth, jvrat^ that in the material creation, 
numbers and things (magnitudes or shapes) are identical 
and inseparable. Secondl/y^ (as has here been demon- 
strated) that the circle is the beginning of all magni- 
tudes or areas (prop. in. chap, ii.), and hence the hegirir 
ning of vmmhers also; and thirdJ/y^ that consequent 
upon these primary truths, numbers themselves are 
constructed upon the circle, and hence by reciprocity, 
the t/T'uth of the ci/rcle ia the hasis of Tuwmhers. Keasoning 
from these premises, I arrived at the conclusion that the 
circle in its relation to the square (the area of each being 
one) is composed of 6561 parts, and taking advantage of 
approximation I inferred, " reductio ad absurdum," that 
the ratio of circumference to diameter is 20612 to 6561. 

In conformity with the premises above assumed it wiU 
be seen, that the fraction 6561 divided into its own root 
(81) produces a repetition of the digits to infinity, the 
number eight being always missing in consequence of our 
use of decimal numbers in dividing. Also if i/6561 (81) 
be divided into one^ the product is the same — a repeti- 
tion of the digits to infinity, thus conclusively showing 
that this fraction is a basis of the digits used in the con- 
struction of decimal numbers. 

The second method by which I arrived at the same 
result was by dissecting a circle and a square into the 
origi/nal whole and sepa/rate parts necessary to form a 
circle and a square in shape and a/rea^ as foUows : 
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PLATE XX. 





Let Tis suppose that the circle and the square (Plate 
XX.) are equal to one another in area, that is each -«1. 
It will be seen that the parts necessary to form a circle 
in shape and area are ihree^ viz., it has one continued line 
for circumference, and therefore its circumference is one, 
— ^it has but one diameter (all other diameters in it 
being equal) and therefore its diameter is one (of a 
circle) — ^the square of its diameter is also one (of a 
circle) making in all three origmal whole and sepa/rate 
parts; and these are seen to be all the parts that are 
necessary to form a circle in shape and area^ and without 
these parts a circle cannot be formed. 

The square is seen to have four distinct and separate 
lines for its circumference, and therefore its circumfer- 
ence is four. It has two diameters, viz., A B and C D 
(the greatest and the least) and therefore its diameters 
are imo. The squares of its diameters are three (of a 
square) viz. A B*— 1 and C D^— 2, making in all nins 
origmal whole and aepa/i'ate parts, and these are seen to 



00 
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be dlZ the parte necessary to form a square in slia^ and 
area, and without these parts and in these exact propor- 
tions a square cannot be formed. 

Li the two shapes, however, these parts are, in their 
relation to one another, wholly incongruous in quantity. 
Their equality to one another is therefore to be found 
by the following method. 
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Let us again suppose that the circle 
A, Mid the square B (Plate XXI.), 
each equal one in area. It has been 
seen that the circle is composed of 
three orig^al, whole and separate 
parts, and the square of nine parts. Now, let us sup- 
pose that tliere are three magnitudes contained in A, of 
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any shape, and of incongruous quantities, and that there 
are nine other magnitudes contained in B, of any other 
shape, but individually and relatively to one another, 
and to the magnitudes contained in A, whoUy incongru- 
ous in quantity, but the sum of the three magnitudes, 
and the sum of the nine magnitudes are each equal to 
one another ; and for illustration, let these magnitudes 
be represented by the areas contained in the lines drawn 
on A and B. It is now required to find the perfect 
equality of these incongruous magnitudes in the parts of 
the square. Therefore, because A — 3 ; therefore A" — 
9 ; and we have the figure C equal to the circle A, equal 
to the square B, and equal to the nine magnitudes con- 
tained in B, but the individual magnitudes contained in 
C and B are unequal to one another ; therefore, because 
B — 9, then B" — 81 ; and we have the figure D 
equal to the circle A, equal to the square B, and equal 
to the whole of C, but the separate magnitudes contained 
in C and D are unequal to one another ; therefore, because 
C — 9, then C" — 81 ; and we have the figure E, equal 
to the circle A, equal to the square B, and equal to D, 
and all the separate magnitudes contained in D and E 
are equal to one another m the pa/rts of the aqua/re. 

Now, therefore, because 81 is the smallest number 
by which the unequal magnitudes of incongruous quan- 
tity contained in A and B can be made equal to one 
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another in the pa/rts of the sqyba/re ; therefore, 81 is a 
diameter by which the fractional area of B equals the 
area of A, and hence the fractional area of A, in its rela- 
tion to B, — E*, and the fractional area of B, in its rela- 
tion to A, — D", and because E and D each — 81, there- 
fore the fractional area of A and B each — 81 x 81 — 
6561. Therefore it is demonstrated that the fractional 
area by which one circle is equal to one square (the 
whole area of each being one)^ is in 6561 equal fractional 
parts. 

Now, therefore, since B = 6561, by proposition xi., 
chapter ii., it is proved that the area of a circle inscribed 
in B -= 5153, and by proposition xn., it is proved that 
the true ratio of circumference to diameter of all circles 
is four times the area of the circle inscribed in B for a 
ratio of circumference to the area of B for a ratio of 
diameter ; therefore, the true ratio of circumference to 
diameter of all circles is 20612 parts of circumference to 
6561 parts of diameter. Q. E. D. 

In proposition in. (chapter ii.), I have demonstrated 
that the circle being the primary shape in nature, is 
therefore the natural basis or beginning of all area, 
and the square is the artificial basis created by science. 

From this conjunction of facts, it will be seen, that 
because one shape (the circle) forms the basis of nature, 
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and the other shape (the square) forms the basis of art, 
therefore, in the elements of their construction, or in the 
component parts necessary to form a circle and a square 
in shape and area (the area of each being one), the 
original whole and separate parts of the two shapes shall 
also he equoH^ or the parts of one shape shall be the root 
of the parts of the other shape. Therefore, it is seen in 
the foregoing demonstration, that because the circle is 
prima/ry^ therefore the parts necessary to form a circle in 
shape and area are the root of the parts necessary to 
form a square in shape and area (i/9 — 3), and although 
these parts, in their relation to one another, are origi- 
nally an4 individually wholly incongruous in quantity, 
yet because one is the root of the other, their perfect 
equality is readily found, as in the demonstration. 

It will be perceived by any one who has read with any 
care, that this method of showing the relations between 
the circle and the square to consist of 6561 fractional 
parts, has no simUarity to, or dependence on the oppo- 
site duplicate ratio ; on the contrary, it is entirely dis- 
similar, and wholly independent of it in its principles 
and operation. I consider it perfect in itself, yet I do 
not advance it here as any part of my argument, but rest 
the decision of the truth entirely on the opposite dupli- 
cate ratio of the equilateral triangle, and the circle as 

7 
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explained and demonstrated in the twelve propositions 
of chapter ii. 

I have introduced these two last methods of finding 
the quadrature only into this note, and have forborne to 
treat them at length on their merits, lest I should make 
my work too large. I would remark, however, that I 
hold a mass of papers and correspondence in respect to 
this last method (which was the second in the course of 
discovery), and which I may make use of at some other 
time. I consider one method mffioient^ and I have pre- 
ferred the method of demonstrating by the opposite 
duplicate ratio of the equilateral and the circle, which 
was the third in the course of discovery, as beiug to my 
present views the most full and complete. But it is due 
to the merits of the second method, by dissecting of the 
parts, to say, that it was the examination of the subject 
by this method which revealed to me many of the pro- 
perties of curved Hues, and led to the discovery of the 
third from the opposite duplicate ratio. 

The methods which I have used may doubtless be 
somewhat improved upon, and there are various other 
methods which may be used for the purpose with equal 
effect,' but if we have found the truth, it is useless at pre- 
sent to descant upon these. 
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It will be understood, from what has been said in the 
preceding chapter and note, that I claim for the ratio of 
circumference and diameter which I have established, 
that it is the prvma/ry ratio — tJiat which is one in natmre^ 
and on which aU other i/nie ratios depend. I therefore 
denominate it, " tJie primary drcwmference^'* and a circle 
having its component parts, as 2^prvmary circle. 

AU circles are of themselves and in their own nature, 
primary circles, because all circles, without regard to 
magnitude, have the same relative and constituent parts, 
— ^that is to say, a small circle contains within itself the 
value of just as many angular spaces, and has the 
same ratio of circumference to diameter, which a larger 
circle has, the only difference being in the magnitude of 
those parts. But when we set aside any limited and 
definite quantity, calling it one^ and set that up as a stan- 
dard of measure by which to determine other qijiantities, 
then all other circles either greater or less than such 
standard, cease to be primary in their relations to that 
standard. 



96 PRACnOAL QUESTIONS. CHAP. in. 

In introducing practical questions here, let it he un- 
derstood, that it is not my object to write an elementary 
book of instruction, but only to test the applicability of 
the primary ratio of circumference and diameter to prac- 
tical purposes, and at the same time to test the truth of 
that ratio by applying it to other prinum/ truths in 
nature, the sole object and value of the discovery being 
its applicability to practical purposes. 

In adapting the ratio of circumference and diameter of 
a circle to mechanism of any sort, it is evident from the 
almost inappreciable difference between my ratio and 
that of geometers, being scarcely equal to one hair's 
breadth in any arch ever constructed by men, that the 
only application of it which can be made to any natural 
truth as a test of its accuracy is, to the great astronom- 
ical circles, in whose vast magnitude alone, the value of 
the difference becomes important or even perceptible. I 
therefore proceed to make the mechanical application of 
my ratio of circumference to these great circles, upon the 
principles of mechanical motion, and in a manner which 
I think is peculiarly my own, but which I believe to be 
undeniably correct and a demonstration in itself. But 
in order to be understood, and to fix the attention of the 
examiner on the points necessary to be considered, I 
must first state a few preliminaries as follows. 

Mrety Time (or perhaps I should be better under- 
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stood by saying the standard by which time is measured) 
is nothing else but the relations existing between light 
and motion. Therefore time is altogeiher rdatwe^ and 
the motion of the revolving bodies by which time is 
measured, being measured by time, is iil^o relatwe. 

Secondl/y^ Time and space are, for aU purposes of cal- 
culation with respect to motion, one and the same ihmg^ 
because the measure of time is the circumference of a 
circle, and its length or duration is the revolution of a 
circle. Therefore the circumference or area of one circle 
may be reduced to time, and the length of a day or a 
year may be considered and treated as circumference or 
area. 

The area of one primary circle (5153) being reduced 
to time (corresponding with the revolution of one solar 
day) until it is without remainder, is 23h. 51' 23" 20'". 

One siderial day, or the revolution of the earth on 
her axis from opposite a fixed star to opposite that fixed 
star again, is 23li. 56' 4" 6'". 

The length of one solar day is exactly 24 hours, and 
for convenience I will call these a cwcvlar day^ a side- 
rial day^ and a solar dmj^ the solar day being greatest, 
and the ci/rcula/r da/y least of all the three. 

Reduced to their lowest denominations, these three 
days stand as follows : 

The length of 1 " Circular day " is 5153000'". 
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The length of 1 Siderial day is 5169846'". 

The length of 1 Solar day is 5184000'". 

The difference between 1 Circular and 1 Solar day is 
8' 36" 40'". 

The difference between 1 Circular and 1 Siderial day 
is 4' 40" 46'". 

The difference between 1 Siderial and 1 Solar day is 
3' 55" 54'". 

The excess of difference between 1 Circular and 1 Side- 
rial, and 1 Solar and 1 Siderial day, is 0' 44" 52'". 

Let it now be understood, that in computing the mo- 
tion of a circle by time, we are to bring it at last to 
sola/r time. 

TMrdl/y. All natural periods of time are, I think, (in 
accordance with the above table) greater than one 
primary circle, because all the heavenly bodies by whose 
motions time is measured, or whose motions are mea- 
sured by time, are themselves also in motion. For 
example, the earth is more thxm 24 hours in revolving on 
her axis from the moon to the moon again, so as to bring 
the same meridian exactly opposite. But the earth re- 
volves on her axis from the sun to the sun again in 24 
hours exactly, and a lunar day is greater than a solar 
day, therefore the moon is in motion, and the earth per- 
forms on her axis more than a complete revolution in 
space in turning from opposite the moon's center to 
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opposite that center again. But the earth revolves on 
her axis from opposite a fixed star to opposite that fixed 
star again in 23h. 56' 4" 6'", and a solar day is greater 
than a siderial day, therefore either the earth or the sun 
is in motion in an orbit, and in either case the earth per- 
forms in space more than a complete revolution on her 
axis in turning from opposite the sun's center to opposite 
that center again. But the difierence between a circular 
and a siderial day is greater than the difference between 
a siderial and a solar day, therefore both the ea/rth a/nd 
the sv/n are in motion in an orbit.* 

The above are mechanical truths, easily proved, and 
if they be true, as I affirm, then the relative motion of 
the sun and of the fixed stars, so-called, may at length 
be found and demonstrated by the ratio of oneprmia/ry 
circvmference ! ! 

Before proceeding to apply the ratio of circumference 
to the astronomical circles, it is necessary, first, to solve 
the problem of three gravitating bodies. I therefore 
submit the following proposition. 

* The evidence of this fact does not depend on the truth of my ratio 
of circumference, and if the geometer's ratio were true, the difierence 
would be greater still.. 
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PEOPOSinON I. 

The respeetwe cmd relative motion of three gramtating 
hodiee revol/oing together cmd about each other ^ is as four 
to th/reey or one a/rvd one-third of one primajy circum- 
ference. 

I have always considered this proposition as self-ev- 
ident on the face of it, and that no mathematician would 
deny it and hazard his reputation on sustaining the de- 
nial with proof. But as I shall perhaps be called on for 
proof, I add here, at some length, the solution of the 
problem, after my own method, as follows : 

The problem of three gravitating bodies revolving 
together and about each other, is one, which, like the 
Quadrature, has hitherto baffled all attempts of math- 
ematicians to •solve it. But since this, like others of the 
kind, is of itself a problem, which is daily performed and 
consequently solved by the mechanical operations of na- 
ture, the failure of mathematicians to reach the solution 
proves nothing but the imperfection of the reasoning 
applied to it. 

It is a principle I think clearly demonstrable, that 
whatever can be constructed by mechanics out of given 
magnitudes, can be exactly determined by numbers, and 
that which cannot be constructed by mechanics out of 
any given magnitudes, cannot be exactly determined by 
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numbers, having the same relation as the magnitudes one 
to another. It is for this reason, and for this reason 
only, that we cannot out of the scmie mcignihides con- 
toct a square wHch is just twice as big as any other 

perfect square, neither can we find the perfect root of 

« 

such a square by decimal numbers. If this reasoning be 
true, then, because the* problem of three gravitating 
bodies is a mechanical operation daily performed in 

■ 

nature, it is hence a thing capable of being proved by 
numbers. The great difficulty of this problem has 
arisen, I think, from the impossibility of its fall display 
by diagram, and the difficulty of embracing in any form- 
ula, all the conditions contained in its elements. The plan 
of exacting a display by diagram of all geometrical prop- 
ositions is safe, and perhaps it is the only plan by which 
the yet untaught mind can be initiated into the truths of 
geometry, but is it always necessary in every original 
demonstration ? Are there not other means equally true 
and equaUy safe in the hands of one accustomed to ex- 
amination, and acquainted with the properties of numbers 
and of shapes? I think there are, and without taking 
the least unwarrantable latitude, or departing from the 
clearest perceptions of reason, I think this problem may 
be easily and accurately solved. 

The thing required of every demonstration is, that it 
shaU give a eufficimt reason for the truth which it as- 
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serts. But in order that a reason may be sufficient^ and 
the conclusion drawn from it safe^ it is necessary, not 
only, that the relations of cause and effect shall be made 
clear to our perceptions, but also that the conclusion 
when d/i'awn^ shall abide the test of practical application. 
Any demonstration which does less than this cannot be 
relied on, and no demonstration ever made has ever 
done more than this. 

We know very well that things are possible or impos- 
sible to be done, only in proportion as the means applied 
are adequate or inadequate to the purpose. We know 
also, that because different principles exist in the various 
forms of matter, therefore it is impossible to demonstrate 
every thing by the sa/me mecms or same prmcvples. It is 
a narrow-minded prejudice, therefore, which exacts that 
every demonstration shall be made by the prescribed 
rules of science, as if science already embraced every 
principle which exists in nature. Yet none are more 
frequently guilty of this narrow-mindedness than mathe- 
maticians, who often require that things shall be done by 
the means which the written science affords, well know- 
ing at the same time that such means are i/nadequate. 
Such has always been the case in respect to the quadra- 
ture of the circle, — ^mathematicians have demanded that 
it should be demonstrated by the properties of straight 
lines, knowing at the same time, that straight lines are 
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iTiadequaie; therefore (cmd therefore ordy)^ the thing has 
been found impossible, and all other demonstrations are 
rejected, because they cannot be shown by straight lines. 
I do not consent to such unreasonableness of decision, 
but in every proposition where the sufficient reason is 
manifest, I hold the proposition to be demonstrated until 
it can be disproved. 

In entering upon the solution of the problem of three 
gravitating bodies, we must first examine and see of 
what elements the problem is composed. 

The elements which I shall consider in this case, will 
not be such as a mathematician of the schools would 
think it necessary to consider. They will be . far more 
simple, — ^more conclusive (for such as the schools can 
furnish, have yet decided nothing), and I think, more 
comprehensible, yet equally true to nature (for I consult 
nature's laws only, and not the method or opinions of 
any other man), and equally accurate and precise with 
any which can be given by any other method. 

And first^ each revolving body is impressed by nature 
with certain laws making it susceptible of the operation 
of force, which being applied, impels motion. These laws 
may aU be expressed under the general term forces^ 
which, though various in their nature, possess an equal- 
izing power, controlling each other in such a way, that 
neither can predominate beyond a certain limit; and, 
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consequently, these bodies can never approacli nearer to 
each other than a certain point, nor recede from each 
other beyond another certain point. Hence these forces 
are, at some mecm pointy made perfectk/ equoH^ and there- 
fore they may be considered as but one force^ and hence 
but one element in the problem. 

Seccmdly. These revolving bodies have magnitude, 
shape, density, &c., which affect the operation of force in 
producing motion. These properties of revolving bodies 
have all the same inherent power of equalization as 
forces. For example, if density be greater in one than 
another, then magnitude will be relatively less, force 
will be less (the direct force), and the momentum from 
velocity greater, but the whole shall be equal. On the 
other hand, if magnitude be greater, and density less, 
then force will be greater, and velocity less, but the 
whole shall be equal. The second element of this prob- 
lem may therefore be comprehended under the term 
magnit/ude^ which shall include shape, density, and every 
other quality or condition which affects the operation of 
force in producing motion, and the whole constitute but 
one element in the problem, which I term magniPude^ as 
referring to the bodies themselves rather than to any 
of their qualities, as density, gravity, or otherwise. 

The third element in this problem is distance^ by 
which I would be understood to mean the chosen dis- 
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twnces from one another, at wliicli these bodies perform 
their revolutions in space. It is well understood, that 
from the nature of the case, these revolving bodies must 
take up their mean distances from one another in exact 
proportion to their respective magnitudes and forces, and 
in proportion as these are greater or less, the distance 
from each Qther will be greater or less. Hence it is seen 
that the same mherent power of equalization exists in 
respect to distances as in respect to the forces and mag- 
nitudes, and whether their distances from each other be 
greater or less, equal or unequal, they still constitute but 
one element in the problem. 

The fowrih and last dement in this problem is motion^ 
or vdodPy^ by which distances are to be performed or 
overcome by revolution. And here again it will be seen, 
that because the distances to be thus performed by revo- 
lution depend entirely on the chosen distcmces from one 
another, and these again depend on magnitude and force, 
therefore, the same equalizing power exists in regard to 
motion or velocity^ as exists in regard to all the other ele- 
ments, and therefore this also constitutes but one element 
in the problem, which I will term velocity, as including 
momentum, and every other quality, condition, or effect 
of motion. 

These, fov/r m ri/wmher^ are all the elements necessary 
for the mscho/nical performance of the problem, and con- 



106 FRAOITCAL QUESTIONB. GHAF. HL 

sequently all that are necessary for its dete^^mmoMon by 
nwmhers^ and it has been seen, that such is the nature of 
the problem itself, and the power of these elements over 
one another, that every other quality or condition affect- 
ing either, is equalized by, and held in subservience to 
these, and these again are equalized by, and held in sub- 
servience to one another^ and all controlled by magnitude, 
so that the whole constitute but one problem or mecha/ai- 
ccH operation, in which /c?^^ ehmerUs are concerned. 

The difficulty of reducing impalpable things to a pal- 
pable standard of measure is generally conceded, but in 
this case, I think the difficulty does not exist, and that 
these elements may all be as truly represented by num- 
bei-s and magnitudes, as if they were palpable things in 
themselves, having the qualities of length, breadth, and 
thickness. For example, let a stone be a magnitude 
having shape, bulk, density, &c. Now, a force which 
can raise this stone one foot from the ground, and hold it 
suspended there, is, in its relation to the magnitude or 
stone, exactly equal to one foot of measui'e, and because 
the stone is held suspended, and does not descend again, 
nor rise higher, it is evident that the force and magni- 
tude have hecome equal at that pomt of elevation^ and 
therefore, vice versa^ the magnitude or stone is, in its 
relation to the force, exactly equal to one foot of mea- 
sure, and consequently distance and motion are each also 
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seen to be equal to one foot ; and the same principles of 
applicability to measure exist in three bodies suspended 
in space, and made to revolve about each other, by forces 
inherent in themselves. It matters not that other and 
disturbing forces exist outside or inside the space in 
which these bodies revolve, because, if another and dis- 
turbing force be considered, then it ceases to be a prob- 
lem of three gravitating bodies ; and also, because such 
disturbing forces, if they exist, operate proportionally on 
all three of the revolving bodies, and in the course of a 
revolution, and consequent change of rdatwe position^ 
these disturbances must jmd their perfect equality. 

Now, let us suppose that we have here, three bodies 
revolving together in space by their own gravitating 
power, and let the magnitudes of these bodies be exactly 
equal to one another, — ^then their forces shaU be equal, 

their distances equal, 
and their velocities 
equal, and it will be 
seen that they ca/nnot 
revolve about each 
other ^ but must f(^ 
low each, other round 
a common center, and 
their relative motion 
in respect to any point in space (as the point or star A), 
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must be on the value of the circumference of the circle 
B, which passes through the center of each body, as in 
Plate XXII. 

Now, let us suppose that each of the elements con- 
tained in the problem of three gravitating bodies, is an 
equal portion of the area of the circle which these bodies 
describe in a revolution ; then the circle will be divided 
from the center into four equal parts, as at the points a, 
J, 0, d^ and let each part equal one. It will be seen, that 
in each relative change of position, each revolving body 
passes over an area equal to (me amd one thvrd. In other 
words, their relative motion is as fov/r to three. So also, 
if each element shall be an equal portion of the circum- 
ference of the circle B, or an equal portion of the square 
of the diameter of B, the same result is manifest, and the 
relative motion of each revolving body is, as fom* to three 
of such magnitude as is made the standard of measure. 
Again: 

8econdl/y. Let the area of the circle mscribed in the 
equilateral triangle, whose sides make the distance be- 
tween these revolving bodies, be one^ as iu the marginal 
Plate XXIII. It is seen that the circle B, whose circum- 
ference these bodies describe by their revolution, is four 
times greater than such inaarihed circle. (See illustrar 
tion, Plate XXXI., Appendix. Hence again, their rela- 
tive change of position is seen to be as fom* to three^ or 
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one and one-third of the plate xxiii. 

primary magnitude which 

is made the standard of 

measure, and (proposition 

L, chapter ii.), it is seen, 

that the circle mscribed in 

the triangle as above, forms 

the basis of the area of that 

triangle, when it shall be 

measured by circumference and radius, which are the 

only legitimate elements of area inaU shapes alike. 

Again : Thirdhf. It is seen that the equilateral triangle 
(Plate XXIV.), whose sides make the distance between 
these revolving bodies, is an angular shape, and being 
measured in the usual way of measuring angular shapes, 
its area equals the perpen- 
dicular, P, d^ by half the 
side. Now, let the per- 
pendicular, P, £?, equal one. 
Then it is seen that the di- 
ameter of the circle B, 
which these bodies de- 
scribe in a revolution, is 
one-third greater than the 
perpendicular. Hence, in performing a complete revolu- 
tion, these bodies describe a circumference equal to one 

8 
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a/nd (ynMhird the circumference of one diameter. In 
other words, their relative motion is again seen to be as 
fawr to three of (me pri/ma/ry circmnference. 

Fawrihl/y. These bodies, which are revolving together, 
are known (by hypothesis) to be equal to one another in 
magnitude, and consequently, equal to one another in all 
the elements concerned in their revolution. 

Now, let us suppose 
that their distance fiom 
each other equals one. That 
distance is seen to be the 
, side of an equilateral tri- 
angle inscribed in the circle 
B, whose circumference they 
describe in one complete 
revolution. (Plate XXV.) 
Now, the side of an equilateral triangle inscribed in a 
circle, equals the perpendicular from the base of an equi- 
lateral triangle, whose side equals the diameter of the 
aforesaid circle ; and therefore, because the sqvxj/re of the 
side of (my equilateral triangle, equals one-third added 
to the squa/re of its perpendicular, and because the square 
of the side of the equilateral triangle inscribed in B 
equals one^ therefore the sqv/j/re of the diameter of B 
equals am a/nd one-third. Hence the area of B equals 
one and one-third the area of a circle whose diameter is 
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PLATE XXVI. 




one. Hence, in describing the circumference of B, the 
relative motion of these three revolving bodies shall be 
as four to three^ or one cmd one-third the a/rea of a circle 
whose diameter is one. 

By proposition xn. chap. 
iL it is shown that the true 
and primary ratio of cir- 
cumference to diameter of 
all circles, which can be 
expressed in whole num- 
bers, Safov/r times the a/rea 
of one circle inscribed in 
Tne square for the ratio of 
circumference, to the area of the cvrcv/mscrS>ed square^ 
for a ratio of diameter. Therefore it is evident, that if 
the circumference of B shall be resolved into such pri- 
mary parte, as shaU express the circumference of <m 
diameter in whole numbers, and in its exact relation to 
area and diameter, without a remainder in either, then 
the circumference of B, shall equal one and one-third 
of one primary circumference, such as may be expressed 
in whole numbers ; because the area of the square drcmrir 
scribing B, equals one amd onMhird^ when the side of the 
equilateral triangle inscribed in B equals one. 

Fifth amd lastly. These revolving bodies must be sup- 
posed to revolve upon a value, in which diameter and 
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area fonn exact and equal portions, and the only circle 

in nature whose diameter and area are equal to one 

another, and identical in numbers, is a circle whose cir- 
cumference is fawr ; hence the relative motion of three 

bodies of equal magnitude, revolving together, cannot be 

otherwise than one and one-third of such pa^ta. 

It is evident from aU the foregoing demonstrations, 
that, if we suppose the elements of which this problem 
is composed, to be magnitudes^ and take tJiem as a stand- 
ard of measure, whether such magnitudes shall be equal 
portions of the area of a circle, or of its ci/rcvmference^ 
or of the squa/re of its diameter^ or whether we take as 
our standard of measure,^the distance het/ween these re- 
volving bodies, which makes the aide of a triangle, or the 
perpendicvla/r of such triangle, or its iifiscynhed circle^ in 
aU cases, and in every case, the relative motion of these 
three revolving bodies must he as four to three^ or (me 
and (me-thi/rd of such magnitude as is made the sta/nda/rd 
of mea^swre^ and there is no other standard of measure 
which can be mathematically assumed in the premises, 
which I have not here considered. 

The proposition is therefore demonst/rated^ that three 
gravitating bodies of equal ma^gnitmde^ revolving to- 
gether, their relative motion shaR he as fawr to three^ or 
one a/nd one-third of one prvma/ry circumference ! ! 

It will be obvious to any one, that in the foregoing 
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demonstration, I have assumed, that the magnitudes of 
the revolving bodies are all equal to one another^ and 
hence their forces, distances, and velocities, are all equal 
to one another ; consequently, they all revolve on the 
same circumference, as shown in the several Plates, from 
XXIL to XXVI. ; therefore, they cannot revolve about 
each other, but must follow each other round a common 
center. But in the problem of the revolution of the moon 
about the earth, and the earth and the moon together 
about the sun, the magnitudes are dll u/nequal^ and hence 
their distances from each other, their forces and velocities, 
are all un£qual^ sixidi they are known not to follow each 
otker^ as in the foregoing demonstration, but to revolve 
about each other in the order above stated. 

It may, perhaps, therefore be inferred that the forego- 
ing demonstration is not applicable to such gramtatmg 
bodies. But it must be observed, also, that the equaliz- 
ma POWEB of all the elements of the problem, are in full 
force amd operation here^ as well as in the problem just 
solved, and that the chosen distances, forces and veloci- 
ties, are in exact proportion to the relative magnitudes 
of the bodies revolving ; and hence their relati/ve motion 
shall be still the same^ with this difference only, that 
because the moon revolves about the earth, and the 
earth and the moon together revolve about the sun, 
therefore their relative motions being expressed by time 
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(which is also relative), the following proportions en- 
sue: 

First proportion. As one prima/ry ovrawmference of a 
d/rcle is to the moorSs time ahovi the ea/rth^ so is the 
TfworHs tmne about the ea/rth to the ea/rtKs ti/me about the 
sun! (See the practical application in propositions n. 
and in., which follow in this chapter.) It mnst be borne 
in mind, however, that in the above proportion, reference 
is had to the revolution of the earth and the moon over 
the value of a complete d/rcle^ and not to the full sidereal 
lunation or mean year, each of which are greater them 
one d/rcle. (See introduction to this chapter.) Also, the 
time here meant is circular time^ or one revolution of the 
earth in space. (See table of time in the introduction to 
this chapter.) It must also be borne in mind, that in 
the above proportion, reference is had only to the relch 
tions of decimal mmJbers^ and no reference is made to any 
geometrical standard of measure in the revolutions of 
either body. But because magnitude is the controlling 
element in the problem, with the power of equalizing all 
the rest, therefore, the first proportion as above given 
being true, a second proportion follows^ which is strictly 
geometrical in its character, and which makes the whole 
definite. It is as follows: The squa/re of the diamfieter of 
the moon is to the squa/re of the diameter of the earthy as 
the mooris time ro/wnd the ea/rth^ is to the ea/rtKs time 
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T(mnd ike svm,^ — the time here mecmt hemg ei/rcvla/r time^ 
as before. 

The calculations showing the method and the result 
of these proportions, will be found in prop. rv. an^ v. 
• which follow in this chapter. 

The true and prima/ry ratio of circumference to diam- 
eter of all circles, as shown by the twelve propositions of 
chapter iL, is 20612 parts of circumference to 6561 parts 
of diameter ; and by the solution of the foregoing prob- 
lem it is shown, that the relative motion of three grav- 
itating bodies, as of the moon, the earth and the sun, is 
asfovr to three, or one and one-third of one pri/ma/ry oi/r- 
cmnference. 

With the solution of these two problems, and keeping 
in mind the preliminary remarks made at the conmience- 
ment of this chapter, we are prepared on simple, original, 
and mecha/nical principles, to reduce to numbers, the 
great circles performed by the revolution of these grav- 
itating bodies. 

The f/rst, and to us relatively, the pri/mary orbit of 
nature, which is ftdfilled by these revolving bodies, is a 
sidereal lunation, or the passage of the moon round the 
earth from opposite a fixed star to opposite that fixed 
star again, — ^first because the motion is directly around 
our earth, and secondly, because the fixed star so-caUed, 



i 
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has the least apparent or to us relative motion, of all the 
heavehly bodies ; therefore, 



PROPOsinoisr n. 

The mooTCa orbit (or moorCs time) romid the ea/rth in a 
sidereal hmaMon^ over the vahie of a complete oirde^ is one 
cmd one-third of oneprima/ry d/rcwmference. 

The ratio of circumference and diameter being 20612 
to 6661, the moon's orbit — 20612xlJ — 2Y-48266666+, 
which pointing off 2 figures to the left for days, (because 
the first figure or left hand unit of diameter being 6 
(6,661) therefore circumference has two left hand places 
of units) I say is the exact time of the passage of the 
moon round the earth, over the value of a complete 
circle, the time being in circular days of 23h. 61' 23" 20'" 
each, and therefore 27.48266666+ X5163000"' (the value 
of 1 circular day) —141618181.3333+ -^5184000'" (the 
value of 1 solar day) equals 27.3183220164+ which 
reduced to the proper divisions of solar time — 27d. Yh. 
38* 23" 1"' 20"", which I say as before is the exact time 
of the passage of the moon round the earth over the 
value of a complete circle. 

But because, as has been shown, all natural periods of 
time are greater than one circle, and because a sidereal 
day, or the revolution of the earth on her axis from 
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opposite a fixed star to opposite that fixed star again, is 
greater than a drcvla/r da/y or one revolution of the 
earth on her ^ m epcK^, the difference being 4' 40" 
46'", and because by the moon's passage round the earth 
she gains or performs one motion of the earth, th^efore 
the difference between one ci/rcvla/r da/y and one sidereal 
day is to be added to the moon's motion to complete 
the lunation, aud therefore 27d. Yh. 38' 23" 1'" 20"" 
+4' 40" 46"', — 27d. 7h. 43' 3" 47'" 20"", which I say is 
the exact period of a sidereal lunation, the only error 
being the astronomical error in the length of one sidereal 
day (in adding the difference 4' 40" 46'"), which by long 
observation is known to be less (much less) than one- 
tenth of one second * The error therefore is less (much 
less) than one-tenth of one second of time in a lunar 
month I ! 

When I say that the above is the exact period of a 
sidereal lunation, I must be understood that it is the 
mecm period which the moon observes through all time. 
Whether the moon's motion is or is not sometimes accel- 
erated for a long period and again diminished as much, 
does not touch this demonstration, but is a question 
standing by itself. It should be observed, however, that 
the period of a sidereal lunation as given by me above, is 
nearly one-ffth of a second in a lunar month, less than 

* It is less than one hundredth part of one second. 
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the period given in astronomical time ; and the diflFei^ 
ence applied to the time of eclipses which happened 
before Christ, is fonnd to agree exactly with the amount 
of acceleration which the moon is supposed to hav# 
received in the last two thousand years ; and hence my 
period is known to be the true period of the moon'is 
motion round the earth. 

The second orbit fulfilled by these three revolving 
bodies, is that of the earth and the moon together, 
revolving about the *sun. This revolution, in conse- 
quence of all natural periods of time being greater than 
one circle, becomes a little more complex than a luna- 
tion. According to the main proposition of three grav- 
itating bodies, however, it proceeds upon the same 
principles and is equally mechanical, but with this dif- 
ference, that instead of the sun passing round our own 
earth as the moon actually does, the earth as the centre 
of the moon's orbit moves round the sun carrying the 
moon with her, while the sun a/ppea/rs to move round 
the earth and the moon together in the same period 
of time. 

In the solution of the problem of three gravitating 
bodies I have shown the existence of the following pro- 
portion between the motion of the earth and the moon, 
viz., " That as one primary circumference of a circle, is to 
" the moon's time round the earth over the value of a 



CEAF.iiL PBACrnOAL QUESTIONB. 119 

" complete circle in space, so is the moon's time round liie 
" earth to the earth's time round the sun over the value 
" of a complete circle in space." Hence, in calculating 
the earth's orbit round the sun by the relative motion of 
three gravitating bodies, we must take the moon's orbit 
(or moon's time) as our primary circumference, or stand- 
ard of measure ; therefore, 

PROPOSITION in. 

The ea/riKs time round the aim over the vaJ/ae of a comr 
jplete circle m space is as four to three, or one and one- 
third the Tnoofi^s time round the ecurth over the vahie of a 
complete circle in space. 

Therefore the moon's time round the earth, being 
27.48266666+, therefore the earth's time round the sun 
—2748266666+ xlj— 366.4355555+, which pointing 
off th/ree figures to the left for units, for the same reason 
that two figures are pointed off in a lunation, viz., because 
diameter has become such that circumference has three 
places of units, / sai/j is the exact time of the earth's 
motion round the sun over the value of a complete 
circle in space, the time being in circular days of 23h. 
51' 23" 20'" each, therefore 366.4355555+ x5153000"' 
(the value of one circular day) —188824211.77777+ 
-^5184000'" (the value of 1 solar day) —364.244293552+ 
which being reduced to the proper divisions of solar time 
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— 364d. 5li. 61' 46" 67'" 46"". But because a sidereal 
day is greater tlian the mean between a drcvla/r day and 
a solar day, by an excess of 44" 52"' (see table of time, 
page 98), which difference necessarily belongs to the 
sun's motion in his relative position to the earth and a 
fixed star so-called, therefore we are to add the above 
period 44" 52'" xlj— 59" 49"' 20"" and 364d. 5h. 51' 46" 
57'" 46""+59" 49'" 20""— 364d. 5h. 62' 46" 47'" 6"". 
Now also because the earth in passing round the sun 
from opposite a fixed star to opposite that star again, 
gains one revolution on her axis from opposite that star 
to opposite that star again, or one sidereal day, therefore^ 
we are to add to the above period one sidereal day to 
complete the mean year. Therefore 364d. 5h. 62' 46" 
47'" 6""+23h. 56' 4" 6'"— 365d. 5h. 48' 50" 53'" 6"", 
which I say is exactly the period of the mean year, the 
only errors being 2J the amount of error in the astro- 
nomical time of the length of one sidereal day, viz., once 
in adding the sidereal day gained by the earth's motion 
round the sun, and once and one-third in adding the 
difference, 44" 52'", xlj. And as such error is known 
to be less (much less) than one-tenth of one second of 
time, therefore the sum of the errors in the above period 
are less (much less) than two-tenths of one second in the 
mean year ! ! 

K from the above period of the mean year, we deduct 
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the excess of difference between one circnlar and one 
sidereal day, and one sidereal and one solar day, viz. 
44" 52'" ; or, if instead of adding one sidereal day for 
the motion which the earth gains in passing round the 
sun, we add (me ci/rcvla/r day and the difference between 
one sidereal and one solar day, we shall then have the 
period of the solstitial or solar year, viz. 365d. 5h. 48' 
6" 1'" 6"", which is the known truth within the smallest 
appreciable divisions of time. This also is a mechanical 
necessity of the whole principles advanced, because as it 
win be seen that the earth gains exactly one motion on 
her axis while perfoiming the value of a complete circle 
in space while passing round the sun, therefore the 
amount of the sun's precession of a fixed star shall ex- 
actly equal the excess of difference between a circular 
and sidereal and a sidereal and solar day. 

I have several methods of determining from the above 
periods the amount of a solar lunation, or the moon's 
synodical period, and by every method I find the exact 
period to be 29d. 12h. 44' 2" 50'" 31"", which also agrees 
with the most exact time of her conjunctions as observed 
by astronomers for any number of centuries past. 

I have thus, without the use or help of observations of 
any kind, but with the aid only of the solution of the 
Quadrature and the problem of three gravitating bodies, 
and operating only with the simple properties of num- 
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bers and with perfectly mecliaiiical principles, deter- 
mined what the periods oifour great astronomical circles 
SHALL BE, viz. a sidereal and a solar lunation, the mean 
year and the solar year. And these periods, though dif- 
fering very minutely from astronomical time as given, 
are found, nevertheless, upon examination, to agree ex- 
actly with the conjunctions of nature without correction 
or aJlowance. K the same calculations be made by 
geometers' approximate ratio of circumference to diam- 
eter, the result is more than one second of time in a 
lunar month and near fifteen seconds in the mean year 
leas thorn the hriown t/ruth^ and will agree with no natural 
period of time whatever. K therefore the solution of 
the problem of three gravitating bodies he true^ then it is 
certain that the geometers' ratio of circumference to 

diameter is not true^ but that it is less than the truth, as 
It 

I have demonstrated both by inverse and direct proposi- 
tions, chap. i. and ii. And if the solution of the problem 
of three gravitating bodies is true^ then it is equally 
certain that my ratio of circumference and diameter is 
true also^ because it agrees with the truth of nature, in 
the revolution of these great circles. It alters nothing, 
and matters not in the least, that these revolving bodies 
do not move exactly in circular orbits, because by the 
well known law, that they "describe equal areas in 
equal times," their orbit motion is made eofacih/ equal to a 
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drde. If therefore geometers admit the solution of the 
problem of gravitating bodies, they must admit my ratio 
of circumference and diameter also^ or they must deny 
the truth of these astronomical periods, which are estab- 
lished by long and the minutest possible observations of 
time as shown by the conjunctions of nature. And if 
they reject my ratio, they must disprove both the quad- 
rature and the problem of gravitating bodies, neither of 
which can they do, by any show of reason, which cannot 
be proved to be jmsound and false. 

It must be observed, that astronomers have arrived at 
their great accuracy in time, not by a simple mathematir 
cal problem, as I have done, nor by the geometrical 
accuracy of their ratio of circumference and diameter ; 
but at a great expense of time, money and labor, through 
a long period of centuries, by taking a great number of 
careful observations at remote times and distances jfrom 
each other, then by comparing the whole together, and 
taking the mean of aU the differences for the truth ; and 
by thus taking the mean of all their errors for the truth, 
they arrive at an accuracy in the computation of time, 
which their ratio of circumference and diameter cannot 
give them ; not however, without liability to some amount 
of remaining error. But my system requires no such out- 
lay of time, money or labor, nor does it claim the indul- 
gence of a correction of errors. It proceeds only upon 
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the simple properties of numbers, and principles of me- 
clianies, ^nd points out to us not merely what the truth 
is^ but what the truth necessarily shaU he^ and gives a 
reason for it, why it shall be so, and cannot be otherwise. 
It will not be understood, however, that the foregoing 
is the limit of the application which may be made of the 
quadrature to the astronomical circles. I have already 
apphed it extensively^ cmd with miccess^ to others of the 
most important problems in astronomical science; and 
my present judgment is satisfied, that ^it is capable of 
being applied, ad injmil/wm^ to new discoveries of the 
laws and combinations which enter into the system of 
the universe, even (if the mind of man could embrace so 
much) to determining the time, distance, magnitude and 
motion of every revolving body within the range of 
telescopic observation. It will contradict tvo hruywn la/w 
of naim^e. It will confirm the truth of Keplet's law, and 
the law of gravitation, as discovered and principally 
explained by Newton ; but it wiU not confirm all else 
that Newton has said on kindred subjects. And if my 
present judgment is not mistaken, these problems, when 
understood and received, will, by the simplest possible 
mecTicmical evidence^ put to silence and to rest forever, 
some of the stupendous theories which have occupied the 
reasoning of men's minds for centuries, and which have 
been recewedj onhf^ because they emanated jfrom great 
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minds, and bdieved^ onh/j becanse no one knew to the 
contrary. It is not my intention, however, at present to 
make a show of mathematical cnriosities or astronomical 
wonders ; I desire only to prove the soundness of the 
basis on which I reason, by the well known truths of 
nature, in which there can be no mistake, leaving the 
forther discovery of new truths, and the correction of old 
errors, to fiiture development. 

The periods of time as given by me in the foregoing 
problems, and astronomical time as given by the best 
authorities, will stand as follows : 

A Sidereal Lwnation. 
Astronomical time. \ My period. 

27d. 7h. 43' 4". 1 27d. 7h. 43' 3" 47'" 20"" 

86la/r I/unaMon. 
Astronomical time as com- 
monly given. 
29d. 12h. 44' 3". 
The synodical period as 
given by M'Kay, the Eng- 
lish navigator. 
29d. 12h. 44' 2A, 
or 
29d. 12h. 44' 2" 48'" 



My period. 
29d. 12h. 44' 2" \^. 
or 
29d. 12h. 44' 2" 60'" 31"" 
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My period. 
366d. 5h. 48' 50" 53'" 6"" 



Mecm Tear. 
Astronomical lime as given ' 
by the best authorities 
thirty years since. 
S66d. 5h. 48' 49". 
As given by the latest and 
now esteemed the most 
accurate authorities, taken 
from a work of Dr. Dick's. 

« 

365d. 5h. 48' 51" 

Sc^ Yea/r. 
Aistronomical time. \ Mj period. 

365d. 5h. 48' 6". 3 365d. 5h. 48' 6" 1'" 6"". 

From the above comparison it will be seen that my pe- 
riod differs from M'Kay's but the thirtieth part of a second 
in a mean solar lunation, or lunar month ; from Dr. Dick's 
but the tenth part of a second in the mean year, and in 
the solar year from astronomical time, but the fiftieth 
part of one second of time ; and it is known as I have 
already said, that astronomers, notwithstanding their 
great accuracy, are still liable to some very small remain- 
ing error, and it is admitted, that because time is the 
infinite division of motion, therefore no two relative 
periods can be stated ^mcilAf ; yet the differences in all 
the above cases, are portions of time so incomprehensibly 
small that no one can estimate them. 
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The periods of time esteemed to be correct thirty 
years ago, are those first given in the foregoing table, 
viz.: 

A sidereal Imiation, 27d, 1h. 43' 4", 
A solar Imiation, 29d. 12h. 44' 3". 
A mean year, 366d. 5h. 48' 49". 
And on these I am induced to believe, most of the 
astronomical tables in use were calculated. It will 
be seen that my periods differ from these a trifle more 
than from those established by the more recent surveys, 
being lees than either lunation by nearly one-Jifth of a 
second, and in the same proportion greater in the mean 
year, or nearly two seconds in the year. Within the 
last thirty years, however, new sets of observations have 
been made in Europe, and a new deduction made of the 
mean year, making it as before quoted from Dr. Dick's 
work, 366d. 6h. 48' 61", thus agreeing with my period 
within the teiUh pa/rt of a second in the year ;* but I am 
not aware whether any correction has been made in the 
time formerly given for the lunations. It can, however, 
be shown, I think, that in the assembled motion of any 
number of revolving bodies, as of the planetary system, 
if the period of any one of them be fixed too emaU^ ob- 

* It is worthy of remark that I was not aware of this correction of 
the mean year which makes it agree with my period, until within the 
past year, and several years after I had made all my calculations. 
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servation wiU show the period of any other one to be too 
great to meet the conjanctions which nature makes, and 
to make the conjunction by calculation, that body whose 
period is given too smaU must be retarded or its period 
made greater, and the other must be accelerated or its 
period made less, it being a mean of ho^ their moUone 
which brings them into line. It is self-evident, there- 
fore, that in changing the astronomical period of the 
mean year as before stated, making it greater by nearly 
two seconds than formerly, astronomers should have 
changed the periods of the lunations also, making them 
proportionably less than formerly, or otherwise the two 
(the earth and the moon) wiU not perfectly conjoin 
according to the calculations made on their respective 
periods; because, as before remarked, it is a mean of 
both thei/r motions which brings them into line. And if 
ifds he donej then the periods of the lunations last above 
given will be made to agree with my periods, to the 
sixtieth part of a second of time, and they will also agree 
within the thirtieth part of a second with the synodical 
period or mean solar lunation as quoted from M*Kay in 
the foregoing table, which has long been supposed to be 
the nearest possible approach to the mean time of the 
conjunction of the earth, sun, and moon. 

Let it here be noticed that the mean of the difference, 
which my period of the mean year is greater^ and the 
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lunations are leas than the periods formerly in use, is 
exactly equal to the supposed acceleration which astron- 
omers say the moon has received in the last two thou- 
sand years or more ; and this diflFerence being applied by 
time to the relative motion of the earth and the moon, 
will place the two in conjunction with the sun, just at 
the time and place where an eclipse is known to have 
happened more than four hundred years before Christ, 
whereas the astronomical tables will be fuUy an hour 
and a half out of the way. It is, therefore, certain that 
my periods are, to the smallest appreciable divisions of 
time, the true periods of the mean relatwe motion of the 
earth, sun and moon, and the inference from aU these 
truths, is a perfect and practical demonstration of the 
truth of my ratio of circumference and diameter. K 
these be facts, they seem to contradict the existence of 
the acceleration of the moon, such as is supposed by 
astronomers to exist, and to imply instead a perfectly 
equable mean motion of that body. — ^It is not my inten- 
tion at present to argue the points of acceleration, or no 
accderoMon. I do not say at present that acceleration is 
impossible; because nothing is impossible with the in- 
finite wisdom and purpose which governs the universe ; 
hit I do not credit it^ notwithstanding the high authority 
on which it is asserted, because, Fi/rst^ it is a notion 
which grew up only on the discovery of error in the 
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calculation of eclipses throngli long periods of time, and 
in efforts to account for that error. Secondt/y^ all the 
appearances which indicate it may be easily accounted 
for, without the necessity of its existence, and nothing 
exists in nature which is wrmeceasa/ry. Thirdly^ it in- 
dicates defection in nature's laws, and therefore it cannot 
be true. 

In the solution of the problem of gravitating bodies I 
have established certmi proportUma^ which, in order not 

» 

to be misunderstood, it is proper to reduce to calcular 
lions; therefore. 
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First proportion. As one primary circumference of a 
circle is to ^ nuxyrHs tms about the earth over the vahie 
of a complete ci/rde in space, so is the moon's time round 
the earth, to the ea/ritSs tms round the swn over the value 
of a complete circle m space. 

It will be evident that any two parts of the above 
proportion being known, the third may be found. By 
proposition m. (this chapter) it is shown that the moon's 
time round the earth is, to one primary circumference, as 
27.4826666+ to 20.612 ; therefore, 

: 20612 :: 274826666+ : 274826666H — 366.4356664- 

The time in the above periods, is circular time^ and 
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pomtmg off two figures to tli6 left in the first period, and 
three in the second for unite, on reference to propositions 
n. and m. it wiU be seen how these periods are brought 
to the soh/r time contained in a sidereal lunation and the 
mean year. 

The second proportion, in the problem of gravitating 
bodies, is a geometrical proportion, as follows : 



PROPOSITION V. 

Second proportion. The squa/re of the diameter of the 
moon is to the aqua/re of the diameter Of the earthy as the 
moonJs time rownd the ea/rih over the value of a complete 
circle in space, is to the ea/rtHs tvms rownd the ev/n over 
the value of a complete circle in space. 

Three parte of the above proportion being known, the 
fourth may be found ; therefore let the moon's diameter 
be the part unknown. We have already seen that 
the moon's time —27.4826666+ and the earth's time 
—366.435655+ (circular time), and the diameter of the 
earth has been ascertained by actual measure to be 
7,912 miles, which it no doubt is, very nearly. Ad- 
mitting then, that the earth's diameter is 7912 miles, 
then the square of her diameter —62599744, therefore 
: 366.435555+ :: 62599744:27.4826666+ —4694980.8+ 
and : ^/4694980.8+ — 2166tif+ which, I say, is the ferae 
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diameter of, the moon, and neither one nule, or tenth 
of a nule, more nor less, the only condition being, that 
the diameter of the earth is T912 miles. 

Dr. Bowditch gives the moon's diameter as 2161 miles, 
^nd others have given it at 2180. It will be seen that 
the diameter proved by me, is nearly 6 miles greater 
than that given by Dr. Bowditch, and 13 miles less than 
is given by some others. But the fact that astronomers 
differ at all, proves their method to be imperfect, and 
consequently liable to error, sometimes greater and 
sometimes less, while the close approximation on each 
side is a very strong argument in favor of the truth of 
my proportion, even if it were not here seen to be accu- 
rately deduced firom mathematical principles. 

In my introduction to the Quadrature (chapter ii.), I 
there signified that my course of reasoning would be 
strictly original, and wholly independent of any arbi- 
trary rule,— ^>^<9(?% oonfarmahle to natu/re^ yet not con- 
fined to the rules of art ; and I recall attention to this 
remark, because it is necessary to be borne in mind by 
those who may undertake an examination of the subjects 
treated of in the present chapter. 

In respect to the astronomical circles, it must be 
observed, that the manner in which I have treated them 
embraces no other facts or principles, than the simple 
relations between numbers, shapes and motion, and no 
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reference is made, or intended to be made, except in the 
fifth proposition, to either magnitudes or distances. In 
treating of the astronomical circles, therefore, I have sim- 
ply treated them each as (me circle^ made up of the parts 
which compose the prima/ry relations between the circlci 
and the square, but without any reference to any stand- 
ard of measure in art. 

It is to be regretted, I think, for the sake of science, 
that so little examination has been made into the re- 
cesses of nature, to supply us with standards of measure. 

ards. The French standard, derived fi*om the measure- 
ment of an arc of the meridian, is but an imperfect 
attempt. We are told, in English, that " three barley- 
corns make one inch," and the length of three barley- 
corns which grew in the time of one of the English 
kings, seems to be the only contribution which nature 
has been called upon to make, to supply us with stand- 
ards of measure. It is not at all wonderful, therefore, 
that such standards have no applicability to time, as cre- 
ated by the motion of revolving bodies, or to any of the 
fixed laws of nature whatever. 

It has been objected by some caviling minds, that cal- 
culations like these astronomical circles, which are based 
only on the properties of numbers, or of shapes, but which 
have no standard of value, cannot be of any practical 
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use. But this is a very sIiortHsiglited objection, and to 
make them of practical applicaticm and use, we have 
notliing to do, but, just as is necessary in any other case, 
to erect a standard of valne in awr own, mmds. But in 
order to make any standard available to ns here for any 
intelligible purpose, it is necessary that it be selected 
from naimre^ and it must also be a fixed fact in nature, 
and not an accidental truth, like the childish conception 
of the length of "three barleycorns.'' To answer the 
objections made, and to illustrate and prove this position, 
I am induced to add another pra/^Uoal quesUon^ which 
was not intended in the commencement of this chapter. 

It is well known that the United States have lately 
expended a large sum of money for the erection of an 
observatory in southern latitude, for the purpose of co- 
operating with others at the north, in determining the 
sun's distance from the earth ; and my purpose is now to 
show, that this truth may be determined with much 
greater precision by my principles of reasoning, than by 
any other method, and without the hdp of observatwns 
of amy Jcmd. As there is an tmcertainty with astrono- 
mers, at least to the extent of several milhons of miles, 
what the sun's mean distance reaUy is, it may not be 
uninteresting to compare the results of my principles of 
reasoning with the actnal observations, when they shall 
be completed. Therefore — 
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PBOPOSmON VI. 

The mean distance of the sun's center from the center 
of the earth, or that at which the earth would revolve, if 
the area or plane of her elliptical orbit were made the 
area of a circle, is defvea thousa/nd six htmd/red cmd sixty- 
fawr diameters of the earth, neither more nor less; admit- 
ting, therefore, that the earth's diameter is T912 English 
miles (which it no doubt is pretty nearly), then the 
smi's center is distant from the earth's center as above 
92,285,568 English miles, and neither one mile more or 
less. 

In following out the above proposition to demonstra- 
tion, in order to make the connection of my principles of 
reasoning clear and manifest to the perceptions of others, 
it is necessary here to lay down as axioms certain truths 
which have been proved. 

First. The circle is the basis or beginning of all mag- 
nitude or area. (Proposition m., chapter ii.) 

SeooThdhf. Any expression of numbers in relation to 
material things is also an expression of magnitude. (Pro- 
position VL, Appendix.) 

Third. A point is therefore a magnitude when con- 
sidered as one. (Proposition vl. Appendix.) 

Fowrth. A point in reference to space or extension on 
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all sides of it, is therefore a molecule or globe, and in 
reference to a plane, it is a circle. (Proposition vi., 
Appendix.) 

A point, when considered and treated aaane/ia there- 
fore the least possible existence of magnitude, — the origi- 
nal principle of matter ; a fixed fact in nature, tmchange- 
able, imperishable, and such, that the union of many- 
points according to their chemical affinities, becomes mat- 
ter developed to the senses, and because we can have no 
other comprehension of the development of matter, 
therefore, relatively to us, this is an aheohite t/rvih. A 
point is therefore svxih^ that it has an eooact rdaiion to 
every devdopment of matter in our world and its atmfUh 
sphere ; therefore, if the magnitude of a point were a 
thing within our comprehension and grasp, it would form 
a perfect stomda/rd of measv/rey and by enumerating points 
beginning with one, and counting upward, numbers 
would at length express the magnitude of our world ; 
and in the process of counting, we shall have enumerated 
the exact rdatwe magnitude, one to another, of eoei^y- 
thing contamed m it. A point is therefore a perfect 
stcmda/rd of mecbsv/re^ and a/wti vmnber of poimia is a per- 
feet standard of measure for any greater nv/mber of points. 
Hence our earth being a magnitude made up of points, 
and 2^ fixed fact in nalmre^ is therefore a perfect standard 
of measure for all greater magnitudes that surround it. 
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When we attempt to comprehend or to estimate the 
distance from our earth to the sun, we enter on a higher 
order of creation, and mentally pass from the contempla- 
tion of things in the world, to things in the tmiverse, 
where worlds a/re pomts^ bearing exactly the same rela- 
tion to the mjmite wholes which the incomprehensible 
and tmdeveloped point bears to our world, because each 
runs to mjmity^ and because a point is one^ and therefore 
emphatically the one to which all other and greater mag- 
nitudes are exaciln/ related; therefore, let the earth be 
one^ and let that be the standard by which to measure 
the Sim's distance. 

PLATE XXVII. 




By proposition i., this chapter, I have shown that the 
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relative motion of three gravitating bodi^, as of the 
earth, the sun, and the moon, is as fov/r to three of one 
prvnw/ry ci/rcmnferenGe of a circle ; but this, as has been 
seen, is without reference to any definite standard of 
measure. By relative motion, is meant, of course, the 
rdatwe chcmge of posiUon of one body to another. By 
that proposition, therefore, the measure of a year is the 
measure of a circle in which the earth and the sun 
change their relative position, and return to that position 
again. And by the same proposition, and proposition 
m., this chapter, it has been shown, that the time in 
which the earth performs the value of a complete circle 
in space, being reduced to circumference, it has a diame- 
ter of 11664 parts of that which I say is one prvma/ry 
cwcfwraferefnoe in nature, viz,, 6561 x 1 ^ — 8748, x 1} — 
11664. It will be evident, on reference to the illustra- 
tion on the last page (Plate XXVIL), that a circle 
which is the measure of the rdatwe chcmge of position of 
two of these gravitating bodies, and around which they 
move rdatwehf to one (mother^ is the circle A, whose cir- 
cumference passes through the center of each body (the 
earth and the sun), hence the circle A is the oi/rde whose 
circumference I have measured in determining the mean 
year in proposition in., this chapter, and whose diameter 
is 11664 ; in which proposition, I have also made the earth 
(by her revolution on her axis) to be the vmt or etcmdr 
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curd of Tnmsvflre. It jrill be seen, also, that tlie diameter 
of the drcle A is the radius of the circle B, which the 
eoff^ shall describe m jxisamg rownd the sim^ and there* 
fore the diameter of the circle A is the ea/rtKs dista/nce 
from the smi. 

Now, therefore, because the earth is a prvma/ry magni- 
tude, a fixed fad in nature, and a pomt m (he vm/verse 
whose value is one^ bearing the same relative value in the. 
order of creation, to things in the universe, which the 
undeveloped point bears to things in the earth, and is 
therefore a perfect stomda/rd of measwre^ — ^and because 
she is Jiersdf the unit or standard of measure which by 
her revolution determines the value of the circle A in 
measuring the mean year, and is also, by hypothesis, here 
made the v/nM for determmmg her dista/nce^ and because 
the diameter of the circle A is 11664 parts of the diame- 
ter of one primary circumference, of which the earth is 
but one pa/rt^ therefore, the earth's mean distance from 
the sun, from center to center, is 11664 diameters of the 
earth, neither more nor less ; and therefore, admitting 
that the earth's diameter is T912 English nules (which it 
is pretty nearly), then 11664 x 7912 — 92285568 
miles, which is the earth's mean distance from the sun, 
and not one mile more or less. 

The proposiUon is therefore demonsl/rated 1 1 

In order not to be misunderstood in respect to the 
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result in the foregoing demonstration, it is proper for me 
here to add some explanation of the difference between 
that which I have called the sv/n^s mecm cUstomce^ and 
that which is commonly understood by astronomers as 
such. It will be self-evident to all, I think, that admit- 
ting my demonstration to be true, the distance shown is 
that at which the earth wovld revolve in a perfect circle, 
if the sun were fixed m the cerUer ; and if this be the fact, 
then it is equally evident, I think, that the distance 
shown is the radius of a circle whose area is ^exactly 
equal to the plane of the earth's supposed elliptical orbit ; 
because, it is self-evident, that if the earth shall move 
through an elliptical orbit by an wnequal motion, pdaei/ng 
over equal a/reas in equal trnsa^ it is precisely the same 
thing as passing over the circumference of a perfect ciiv 
cle having the aame a/rea as the eO/i^se by an equal moUon^ 
in exactly the same period of tmve. It will be seen from 
PLATE XXVIII. the illustration (Plate XXVm,), 

that the ellipse and the circle hav- 
ing the same area, the radius of the 
circle is greater than the least^ and 
less than the greatest radius of the 
ellipse ; and this wiU be true, what- 
ever elongation the ellipse may •re- 
ceive, and whatever center may be taken as ike cerUer. 
It will be known, also, from the laws which govern 
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these shapes, that the difference between the radius of 
the circle and the least radius of the ellipse, is less ihcm 
hdf the differmce between the least and greatest radius 
of the ellipse ; therefore, if the sun^s mean distance be 
taken to be half way between the least and the greatest 
radius of the ellipse, it will be greater than the distance 
which my demonstration shows; and if the sun's mean 
distance be taken to be the mean of the squares of the 
two radii of the ellipse, then the distance will be greater 
still ; the latter, I believe to be the mean which is mostly 
adopted by astronomers ; but in either case, it will be 
seen, that (my distance shown by them, even if measured 
with perfect accuracy, will be greater than mine. The 
angle of parallax, as deduced from the last transit of 
Venus, is given in Vose's Astronomy, as from the best 
authorities, as 8".52 at the sun's greatest distance, and 
8".65 at the sun's mean dAsta/nce^ — ^this latter would give 
a radius of about -94,300,000+ miles as the mean dis- 
tance. La Place, who has been esteemed the most accu- 
rate authority in these things, thought that the deduc- 
tions made from this transit were within one eighty- 
seventh of the truth, more or less, he could not tell 
which ; thus leaving an uncertainty of considerably more 
than two rmlMons of miles ; — deduct this uncertainty 
from the distance given above, and with a very mode- 
rate allowance for the difference of mean intended, the 

10 
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sum will very closely approximate to that which I say is 
the exact distcmce at which the earth would revolve in a 
perfect circle, if the sun were fixed in the center, and the 
area of that circle is exactly equal to the plane of the 
earth's elliptical orbit, a^s she moves at present. The only 
qualification to this is, that the earth has a diameter of 
7912 miles, neither more nor less. But putting aside aU 
quaUjicaPion^ to make the thing pefifectl/y a^cwrate^ I say, 
that the sun's distance at the mean, as given by me, is 
92,819,114+ of those parts, of which the circumference 
of the earth is exactly 25,000, and its diameter 7957+. 
And I say, moreover, that these are the l^rue pa/rts at 
which the circumference and diameter of the earth 
sTwvM he considered^ according to the French standard of 
measure, which takes the circumference of the earth as 
one^ and proceeds by decimation to fix the value of 
smaller measures. 

It is known, that in consequence of the elliptical form 
of the earth's orbit, she must move faster in one part of 
it than in the opposite part. It is known, also, that all 
observations of the sun, or any of the heavenly bodies, 
taken from a position on the earth's surface, are liable to 
more or less error, from the fact, that the earth is at all 
times in rapid motion through her orbit, and on her axis. 
Hence, if two sets of observations be taken ; one, when 
she is in the largest part of her orbit, and the other. 



CHAP. ra. PRAOnCAL QUESTIONS. 143 

when she is in the smallest, the errors in calculation, 
arising from the earth's motion, will be greater in one 
case than in the other, because the earth moves faster in 
one part of her orbit than in the other. But if the mean 
distance be taken, at which the earth would revolve in a 
perfect circle, having the same area as the ellipse, and 
with a perfectly equal motion, this liability to greater 
error at one time than another, will be corrected. I do 
not hesitate, therefore, in declaring, that the mean dis- 
tance, as shown by me, is the most accu/rale^ as well as 
the most convenient, for all astronomical calculations 
made from observations, even if any other distance (xmld 
he accurately determined, which it carmot he by any 
method adopted by astronomers, without an uncertainty 
of considerably more than two millions of mUes. 

Having thus determined with accuracy, the mean dis- 
tance from the sun, at which the earth would revolve in 
a circle having the same area as the ellipse, by Kepler's 
law, that " the squares of the times are as the cubes of 
the distances," we have a correct hdsis on which to deter- 
mine the mean distance from the sun, of every plcmet a/nd 
satellite in the solar system^ a thing never before attained. 
And the only question for astronomers to decide, is, is 
my demonstration true to the operations of nature, 
according to the principles set forth in it ? I affirm that 
it is, to the smallest fraction, and challenge them to the 
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disproof by any means in their power, wliicli is not liable 
to error equal to the disagreement which they may 
find!! 

Note. — ^In a series of Lectures on Astronomy, &c., 
lately delivered at the Hope Chapel in this city, and at 
Brooklyn, by a learned professor from the West, the pro- 
fessor was understood to say, " that the construction of 
" the heavens was ordered for the exercise of man's rea- 
"son, — ^that the Creator migTit Tiave made things much 
" more simple, but then man would not have had scope 
" for his reason. For instance," said the professor, " the 
" Creator might have made the planets to revolve in per- 
"fect circles, and then amf one could have calculated 
" their motions.'* These remarks struck me at the time as 
rather singular, because it is self-evident that the unequal 
motum of the planets over an ellipse, passing over equal 
areas in equal times, is precisely the same thing as pass- 
ing over a circle by an equal motion in exactly the same 
time. And moreover, the professor must have known, if 
he remembered his mathematics at all, that if the orbits 
had been circles, those were precisely the things above 
all others, which Tie^ at least, could not calculate. The 
benefit of popular lectures on such subjects cannot be 
doubted, but the disposition of learned men to embellish 
truth, and attempt to instruct the Deity on such occa- 
sions, is sadly to be regretted. 
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Mast persons, I think, imagine, that the Quadrature 
of the Circle is only a kind of mathematical puzzle, which 
if ever solved, some one should at length work out by a 
single proposition; and few, perhaps, will be prepared to 
believe that a work so large as this has already become, 
is really necessary in order to demonstrate satisfactorily 
any single truth. But such persons, I think, can have 
very little idea of the numerous ramifications into which 
mathematical science has extended itself, and how intim- 
ately it is associated, not only with every other practical 
science, but with every material truth in the known 
world. 

If the ratio of circumference to diameter had been 
among the early discoveries made, and the whole super- 
structure of mathematical science been built upon the 
knowledge of its truth, it would then have been easy 
enough to satisfy inquiry by the demonstration of a 
single proposition; but unfortunately such is not the 
fact. The foundations of the science were laid without 
this knowledge ; and under the guidance of multitudes 
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of the most acute minds the world has produced in every 
age, it has extended itself seemingly in every possible 
direction, and embraced almost every possible subject, 
until it must be admitted, that it is at this day, the most 
perfect of aU the sciences. Yet it is not perfect in any of 
its branches. In geometry especially, the most beautifdl 
\' and useful of all, there is something yet lacking, and 
that something lies at the foundation of all truth, — ^it is 
the Quadrature of the Circle, or a knowledge of the 
exact relations between straight lines and curved lines, 
which has never yet entered into the structure of the 
science. The science is, I think, rightly esteemed the 
most noble, most useful and most beautiful structure in 
existence, the production of human intellect searching 
after truth, but even this most perfect production of 
intellectual labor is not yet perfect. It was begun with 
a knowledge of only a part of the truth, — without under- 
standing all the principles which in its upward progress 
to its present magnificent proportions would be brought 
into practice, — and as in aU such cases a want of a 
knowledge of all the principles which were to be carried 
out, has necessarily led to some error ; — some of its ma- 
terials are heterogeneous, and they have become mixed 
and confused ; — some of its proportions are unjust, be- 
cause not exactly true, — some of its parts will not match, 
and the workmen have tried to make them match by 
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correcting their diflferential properties. And we all 
know well enough that in architecture when we attempt 
to correct a mistake in this way, instead of pulling it 
down and building up again, we must go on correcting 
mistakes forever, — ^if but one stone is out of place, it 
will go on displacing others until the whole building is 
marred, — ^it is a mathematical result that it should be so, 
and no power of man can correct it without correcting 
the first error. Such, then, is the condition of the struc- 
ture of mathematical science at the present day, and to 
carry out the figure, the building can never be conqiplete. 
It wants another and a chief comer-stone to rest upon, 
before the cap-stone can be laid and the whole present a 
finish which the Deity himself may look upon without / 
pity on the intelligence of his creatures. And to accom- 
plish this, we must first remove all that part of the 
superstructure which is out of place, and this is in fact 
the thing proposed when we attempt the solution of the 
Quadrature. 

To supply this chief comer-stone we must go back to 
the first error, dislodge it from its foundation, and estab- 
lish the truth in its place, by determining without condi- 
tion or qualification the exact relations between straight 
lines and curved lines ; and we must then follow up the 
first error, through all gradations of the received science, 
and wherever it has established itself as a principle, we 



148 APPEKDJX. 

must prove sucIl principle to be false by unmistakable 
evidence, dislodge it, and take it away entirely; or 
otherwise it will become the foundation of other felse 
principles through every gradation of an infinite series. 

Such is the constitution of the human mind, and such 
the force of education, that the minds of mathematical 
professors are, with exceedingly rare exceptions, ~^ed 
vpon the rules of the wriMen science^ and they are unwiU- 
ing, and often v/ruMe to comprehend any other. One 
highly distinguished among them lately remarked, re- 
specting himself, that these ideas (meaning the received 
theories of mathematical science) "had become a part 
« of the furniture of his mind, and were too strongly fixed 
" to allow him to consider any other." Prom this cause I 
have found the Professors as a body, though learned in 
the received theories, to be among the hast competeTvt to 
decide on any newly discovered principle. Their intOTest, 
education, pride, prejudice, self-love and vanity, all rise in 
resistance to anything which conflicts with their tenets, 
or which outruns the limits of their own reasoning. So 
little do they look beyond the principles inculcated by 
education, and so tenaciously do they hold on to these, 
that when driven from one principle they fall back upon 
another, and when beaten from all, they return again to 
the first, and maintain themselves by dogged assertion, 
or by charging their assailants with ignorance and a lack 
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of science ; saeh at least I have fotmd to be the character 
of the professors, in every approach I have made to 
them ; and this being the case, if I would have my work 
acknowledged, there must no foothold be left for them to 
vest upon. I tibink I shall be justified by the candid 
judgment of well-informed men when I say, that, in con- 
sequence of this character of professors, the practical men 
of the age are at least a centnry in advance of the 
schools, in all useful scientific knowledge. I have made 
these remarks as a reason and in explanation of the 
necessity of following out in further minutise the errors 
to which various problems in geometry are subject in 
consequence of the error in the Quadrature. 

In the preceding chapters I have made occasional ref- 
erence to ^acts and principles not previously demon- 
strated, and wliich, in a work strictly mathematical, 
or wHcli was designed for pra<5tical instruction, should 
have stood jBrst, as elementary truths, on which subi^- 
quent demonstrations were to be based. But to hav6 
made my preliminary demonstrations too diffuse, would, 
I think, have diverted attention jfrom the main object; 
and I have tiierefore thought fit, under the head of an 
Appendix, to demonstrate such propositions as will an- 
swer to the above references and sustain the argument. 

One of the facts stated as above in the course of this 
work, but not previously demonstrated, is as follows : 
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That "the so-called perimeter of the circumscribed 
" polygon of geometers is not a (Arowmscribed perimeter, 
" but that the center of each side of the perimeter coir^ 
" ddes mth a part of the area of the circle, and at an 
" infinite number of sides is brought wholly wUJim tke 
a/rea of the cwdeP 

The first general proposition on which geometers pro- 
ceed, in approximating to the circumference of a circle, is 
as follows, — ^that " the circumference of a circle is greater 
"than the perimeter of an inscribed polygon, and less 
" than the perimeter of a circumscribed polygon, what- 
" ever may be the number of the sides." 

Nothing can be more true than this general proposi- 
tion, — ^provided, however, that the conditions of the 
proposition be ftiUy adhered to in the demonstration. 
In the fifth proposition of the first book of Playfair's Sup- 
plement to the Elements of Geometry, he demonstrates 
that " the area of any circle is equal to the rectangle con- 
" tamed by the semi-diameter and a straight line equal to 
" half the circumference." This proposition is also true, 
and Playfair demonstrates it by an msonhed and cwowmr 
acrihed polygon ; but the condibioTis of the demonstration 
are, that the perimeter of the cfi/rawniaanhed polygon lies 
cmtside of the circle " touching it," and on this condition^ 
land on 7io other ^ is the first above named general propo- 
sition true (see prop, v., chap. ii.). It wiU be seen that if 
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the perimeter of the circumscribed polygon li^s otUside 
of the circle " touching it," then no part of the perimeter 
of such polygon can coincide with any part of the area of 
the circle. My object is now to show that the line ap- 
proximated by geometers as the circumference of a circle, 
is a line coinciding with the greatest limit of the area of 
the circle, and exactly equal to the circle, but not mclos- 
ing or contammg it according to the true definition and 
meaning of circumference (prop, v., chap, ii.), — ^that this 
result is produced by bringing the so-called circum- 
scribed perimeter wholly within the area of the circle, 
and that consequently geometers by their method of 
bisection do not adhere to the conditions of the first gen- 
eral proposition, and hence their result is not true in its 
applic6,tion to the circumference of the circle. Therefore, 
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The line approosimated by geometers as the d/rcmrhfer- 
ervce of a cirde is a Ime coinciding with the greatest limit 
of the area of the drcle^ hd not inclosing or containing it. 

I now take the eighth proposition of Playfair's Supple- 
ment to the Elements of Geometry, book i. It reads as 
follows : " The perpendicular drawn from the center of a 
" circle on the chord of any arch, is a mean proportional 
" between half of the radius, and the line made up of the 
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" radius %nd the perpendicular drawn from the center on 
" the chord of double that arch. And the chord of the 
" arch is a mean proportional between the diameter and 
" a line which is the difference between the radios and 
"the aforesaid perpendicular from the center" This 
proposition is also true in every particular in respect to 
an mscrihed pdl/ygon^ which forever remains inscribed 
within the circumference of the circle, and if it could be 
carried out in bisection without any quantities, being lost 
in the calculation (which it cannot be), it would con- 
stantly approach to a line coinciding with the greatest 
limit of the area of the circle, but could never equal it, 
much less inclose it (prop, i., chap, i.)* 

In Plate XXIX., 
we have the same 
diagram which 
Playfair uses in his 
iUustration, with 
the exception that 
I have added the 
circumscribed line 
HL. To reduce the 
proposition to its 
value in numbers the proceeding runs thus* 

The diameter (A B) being considered as 2, the line 
D E is the chord of one-third of the circumference ; it 
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bifiecta the radius C B, and since C B-^1, therefore 
C F— ^•S and F is the perpendicular jfrom the center 
on the chord D E, and the proposition is, that " the chord 
*^of the arch is a mean proportional between the diam- 
*^ eter and a line which is the difference between the 
"radius and the aforesaid perpendicular from the cen- 
t^." Therefore B— P— P B, and F Bx A B-^D B^ 
aad VD B*— D B, which is tiie chord of the arch of one^ 
sixth of the circumference, or double the number of 
sides of D E. And in like manner he proceeds to a 
greater number of sides. 

Now, the circumscribed line H L, according to Play- 
fair's method, is a proportion to D B, as B is to G. 
The chord D B is supposed by geometers to be a line 
whoV/y withovi breadth; consequently, it is a line, the 
center of which exactly coincides with the extreme point 
of the perpendicular, C G, neither one particle short of 
it, nor one particle beyond it, the point of the perpen- 
dicular itself being, in fact, part of the chord ; conse* 
quently, the circumscribed line H L, being a proportion 
to the inscribed line or chord, DB, asCBistoCG, 
its center (H L) exactly coincides with the extreme 
point of G, when G is produced equal to B, 
neither one particle short of it, nor one particle beyond 
it, so that if the perpendicular C G shall have breadth 
given to it, then the extreme point of C G, when pro- 
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duced equal to C B, will form part of the line H L. It 
is evident, therefore, that the perimeter of Playfair and 
Legendre's so-called circumscribed polygon does not lie 
OUTSIDE of the circle " touching it,'' according to the con- 
ditions of the fifth proposition, book first, of Playfair's 
Supplement, in which he demonstrates the area of a cir- 
cle, as before referred to, in this proposition ; on the con- 
trary, the perimeter, at the center of each side of his so- 
caUed circumscribed polygon, coincides with a part of 
the area of the circle, and at an infinite number of sides 
is brought wJioWy within the area of the circle, and 
therefore, does not inclose or contain it. It is evident, 
also, that the condition of the first general proposition 
of Playfair and Legendre, that " the circumference of a 
"circle is greater than an inscribed polygon, and less 
" than the circumscribed," is not adhered to in the demon- 
stration, and therefore, their result is not true by their 
own showing, but is less than the truth; because the 
perimeter of their so-caUed circumscribed polygon does 
not lie outside of the circle " touching it," according to 
the required conditions ; and because, as has been demon- 
strated (proposition v., chapter ii.), the true circumfer- 
ence of a circle is a line wholly outside of the circle, 
thoroughly inclosvng its whole diameter, and containing 
the whole area of the circle withvn it ; therefore, the true 
circumference of a circle is greater than the so-called cii*- 
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cumscribed perimeter of Playfair and Legendre, at an 
infinite number of sides. Ths proposition is therefore 
demonstrated. 

A teacher of mathematics, in one of our institutions, in 
answer to my second proposition, chapter i., that " the 
" area of a circle is greater than the area of any polygon 
" haying the same circumference of the circle, whatever 
" may be the number of the sides o f the polygon," writes 
me as follows : 

" You endeavor," says he, " to prove that the polygon 
" can never equal the circle" (each having the same cir- 
cumference, and being measured in the same way). 
" Your reasoning on this appears to be correct ; but by 
"comparing this approximation with some others that 
" are analogous, I am inclined to believe that it is not 
" correct. Take, for instance, the series 4 + 2 + 1 + J 
" + :J + ^ &c. Now, this series will approach to 8, but 
" can never equal 8 ; but embraced in an algebraic for- 
" mula, it can be proved, that it does exactly equal 8, 
"when the number of the terms are infinite. Let the 
" series — x. 

« a? — 4 + 2 + 1 + J + i + i, &c., to infinity: 
"Thena? — 4 — 2 + l + \ + \+\, " + 2: 

"Then 2a? — 8 — 4 + 2 + l + i + i + ^, " 
" The last series is identical with the first, and things 
" which are equal to the same things, are equal to one 
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" another ; therefore^ a? — 2a? — 8 ; or — 3a? — x — 
M g. otO—x — 8] or a? — 8." 

Now, this " algebraic formula" is, by the learned 
teacher, called a demonstration^ showing that my second 
proposition^ chapter i.^ cannot be true ! It looks, on the 
face of it, almost too ridiculous to be entitled to an 
answer, — ^but the learning of the schools must have con- 
sideration ; and besides, if this proposition be true, then 
my second proposition is not trm. 

I now desire the reader, therefore, to turn to the 
second proposition, chapter i., and examine the demon- 
stration which foUows ; he will see that my demonstra- 
tion is purely geometrical (not algebraical) ; the result 
is a necessity of the immutable laws of numbers,^the 
reason of that result is palpable to the senses,^ — the 
demonstration is therefore accepted as a self-evident 
truth. Now, what is the character of the lea/med teachr 
er^s demonstration ? It is an algebraic formula, adopted 
to prove a thing contrary to the evidence of our senses, 
and contrary to the operations of numbers; for it is 
admitted, that in numbers (and number^ are in them- 
selves infinite), the series can never equal 8. It will be 
seen, that in the treatment of this series by algebraic for- 
mula, the conclusion arrived at, or rather assumed, is, 
that an infinity — ; but I have already promised, in 
another part of this work, to show that an infinity, what- 
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ever it may be, is always such, that in material things it 
is cwpahle of mcrease^ which I shall presently do by this 
same series. This algebraic formula, then, is caUed a 
demonstration ; but, in point of fact, it is no demonstra- 
tion at aU. By a demonstration, I understand the making 
known and certain, something which was before unknown 
and uncertain. But the whole of the foregoing so-caUed 
demonstration by algebraic formula, depends entirely on 
the assumption or hypothesis— >-^«, that infinity — ; 
and secondl/y^ that the series does actually equal 8. But 
if the assumption or hypothesis be not t/rue^ then the 
demonstration is not true ; and I say, that in this case, 
the assumption is not true ; and unless it be first proved 
by numbers, the algebraic formula proves nothing but 
what the contrary may be proved by the same formula. 

For instance, I will say that the series 4 + 2 + 1 + J 
+ \ &c., — 9, when the number of the terms are infinite. 
Let the series — x. 

x—^ + ^ + l + \ + \ + \ &c., to infinity,— 9 ; 

Then a? — Jo? — 2 + 1 + i + J + i " +2 = 9; 

Then 2a? — a? ; 

Or2a? — 9 — 4 + 2 + 1 + J + J+i " " 

The last series is identical with the first, and things 

which are equal to the same thing, are equal to one 

another ; therefore, a? — 2a? — 9; orO— 2a? — x — 9; 

or — 0? — 9 ; or a? — 9. 

11 
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The abeurdity of caUing this a demonstration, is, I 
trust, manifest; yet it is the same which the learned 
teacher of mathematics, in one of our public institations, 
has famished to disprove my second proposition, chapter 
L, which is purely a geometrical proposition, geometri- 
cally demonstrated. And this is not the only instance 
which can be fonnd, of the absurd use in the schools, of 
algebraic formula for demonstrating geometrical proposi- 
tions, — ^there are many things thought to be demon- 
strated, which wiU not bear criticism. One rule, how- 
ever, wiU apply to aU such ; if the assumption or hy- 
pothesis be true, the demonstration is true ; but if these 
be not true, then the demonstration is not t/rue; and 
in this case, I say, it is not true, that the series 4 -f 2 -f 1 
+ J -I- i -I- J &c., — 8, or that an infinity — 0, because 
numbers and things are identical and inseparable, and 
neither in numbers or things, is there any infinity of 
division — 0* 

* The same teacher, who so learnedly attempts to refute my second 
proposition, as above, writes me also in respect to my ratio of circum- 
ference, that ^ it is proved by trigonometry that the length of an arch 
of 45"^ to radius i— > 1 ;" is equal to a certain series, by which they 
obtain for circumference 3.1415926-f-, and hence, he thinks that my 
ratio cannot be true. And this method, he says, **m erUirefy independ- 
into/ the method ofMtclidJ'^ He would thus argue, it seems, that trigo- 
nometry and geometry are two things ; and hence the result by what 
he pleases to call trigonometry, is independent of the result by the geo- 
metrical method ! ! a most potent argument, to be sure. But I trust 
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The term " infinite," or " infinity," is one often nsed in 
mathematics, but no explicit or satisfactory definition has 
ever been given to it. An infinity, in its fullest sense, 
whether of magnitude or minuteness, is an incomprehen- 
sible term, — ^no mathematician ever did, or ever can 
understand it. To suit their own purposes of reasoning, 
however, mathematicians have assumed that an infinity, 
or a thing infinitely diminished, equals 0, and therefore, 
throw it away, as having no appreciable value. Of the 
error of this course, I have already given an example, in 
the remarks following proposition iv., chapter i No 
schoolboy's mind was probably ever satisfied with this 
throwing a/way of mfml/y^ until, by instruction and 
habit, he has at length reached the ftdl grown prejudice 
of his teachers ; for he sees, that they are sometimes 
obliged to reverse the case, and then they endeavor to 
prove that nothmg may equal eomeAhmg 11 K an infinity 

it will require no ailment to prove that the prindples "made use of in 
trigonometry to determine the series, being based only on the proper- 
ties of straight lines, are precisely the same, and involye the same error 
as Euclid's method, and therefore, come to the same result. If the 
method, by a fluxionary series deduced from trigonometry, is rights 
then Euclid's method is right also, because they come to the same 
result. But Euclid's method has been proved to be wrong, and to be 
less than the truth ; therefore, the series proved by trigonometry is also 
wrong. In fitct, all such series are nothing but approximations ; there 
is not a single absolute truth in the whole range of them ; the very 
name of an infinite series signifies something which never can be 
equalled. 
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be really nothmg^ the term cannot be applied to material 
things, nor can we reason on the two (finity and inJ&nity), 
or from one to the other, with the slightest ground of 
truth for a basis. Therefore— 



PEOPOsrnoN n. 

An mfmty in mmutenese is al/wm/s auch^ tJiat it is 
ca/paiile of vruyrease ; therefore^ vn material things^ a/rh imr 
jmity equals one vltmiaAe pa/rtiole of maUer^ such^ ihM m 
the naimre of the maAerial or thing v/nder consideraMon^ it 
ca/nm/ot he less. 

I propose to demonstrate this second proposition by 
the series 4 + 2 + 1 + ^ + 5 + ^ &c., and I say that 
this series, infinitely extended, equals 8, mirms one infhr 
ity^ or minus one ultimate particle of matter, such that, in 
the nature of the matter or thing considered, it cannot be 
less. The demonstration is by numbers, and it proceeds 
upon the supposition, that the so-called infinity of mathe- 
matics is a point of division beyond the power of num- 
bers ; therefore, 4 + 2 -f 1 -f 0.5 -f 0.25 + 0.125 + 
0.0625 — 7.93^5. I have here carried the division to 
one-sixteenth only, and it is seen that the sum of the 
whole is deficient of 8, one part of the last division, and 
in order to make the sum of the whole equal 8, the last 
addition must be tV, instead of tV ; and the same is seen 
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to be the case, to whatever point in nmnbers the division ^ 
may be carried,— two parts of the last division must be 
added, to make the sum of the whole equal 8 ; therefore, 
let the number of divisions be the greatest possible; 
then, because the number of the terms or divisions is the 
greatest possible, and two parts of the last division are 
necessargjbo be add.ed, in order to make the series equal 
8, and by the addition of one part only, an equal part is 
leftj therefore, the part left is infinity, which numbers 
cannot divide; hence, it is evident that numbers them- 
selves are infinite, — Whence the divisions of numbers equal 
infinity,— hence an infinity equals the greatest possible 
divisions of numbers, — Whence an infinity equals one part 
o£ the greatest possible division of any magnitude — Whence 
also, by reciprocity, in the above series, an infinity is 
such, that by constant doubling, it shall amount to 4 ; 
therefore, an infinity is such, that it is ca/pahle of m- 
crease. The proposition is therefore demonsl/rated. 

It will be seen, from the above demonstration, that be- 
cause Tuwmbefrs themsel/oes are thus proved to be i/njmitey ' 
as, indeed, our own perceptions tell us they are, and be- 
cause the series 4 + 2+1 &c., can never be made to 
equal 8 by mmbers^ therefore, the assumption that the 
series does actually equal 8, or that an infinity — 0, is 
absurd, and any demonstration by algebraic formula, to 
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the effect that they do, is a pure assumptioi^ contrar 
dictory of evidence, and is therefore absolute nonsense. 

The general idea which we get of magnitude in the 
abstract is, that it is something which entirely fills a def- 
inite portion of space. Now if we suppose any definite 
portion of space to be divided first into two equal parts, 
then four, then eight, and so on to mjmity^ it is evident 
that the sum of all the parts into which the space is 
divided is equal to the whole, and one part equals infin- 
ity, but if we suppose that infinity — 0, then each part 
— 0, and the whole space is anmhflated, which is absurd ; 
because although we cannot say with certainty that 
matter cannot be annihilated, we do say and know with 
certainty that blank and abstract space cannot be anni- 
hilated. It is evident, therefore, that hoih mmbefra and 
epaoe are mfinitely divisible, and no mmuteness can an- 
nihilate either. But material things, or magnitudes 
developed to the senses, are governed by laws which the 
existence of apou>6 or magnitude in the ahatroLCt does not 
involve. Such developed magnitudes, as for example, 
those composed of metals, of wood, water, earth, Ac, do 
not always, and I think never, fiU all the space within 
their boundaries. Their parts may be united by cohe- 
sion, but the hnes which separate their parts, though 
infinitely diminished are not annihilated. And the 
bodies are filled with porosities which allow of the exist- 
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ence of other material elements of natm*e within them, as 
air, moistm*e, light, heat, electricity, &c. We know also, 
that all material or developed magnitudes are formed 
from oriffmal dements which had a separate atomic exist- 
ence, and which have become united by their affinity, 
and hence they may be so divided that they commot he 
divided am/ further without resolving themselves iuto 
their original elements, or when so divided they may 
perhaps, by forming new affinities, take some new form 
of existence, by wHch they may appear to be aimihi- 
lated; and this we know is the process of nature, by 
which all material things are subjected to decay and 
renewal; but there is no such law governing space or 
magnitude in the abstract, which is subject to no decay 
or renewal' Therefore it is evident that iu matendl 
ihmge magnitudes are not i/n/jfmitek/ dimeilie in the 
fullest sense of the term Infinity. I would, therefore, 
define the term infinity in its application to material 
thiDgs (of which alone we are cognizant) in a limited 
sense, and say that an infinity is one ultimate particle of 
whatever material or thing we are considering, such that 
it cannot be divided again without resolving itself iuto 
its original elements, and therefore such that it ccm/not be 

This, I think, is the only comprehensible meaning 
which can be given to the term " infinity '^ iu its relation 
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to matter, and if we reason from things wlich are mcomr 
preheTiaible^ we reason of things which we know nothing 
about, and must fall into error. K we apply the term 
infinity in its fuUest sense to material things, it wiU 
result, that a drop of water may be divided just as many 
times as a square foot or an ocean of water, and we shaU 
have one infinity greater than another infinity of the 
same thing, which is absurd. But if we apply the term 
as I have defined it, then no infinity ca/n exist which is 
greater than another infinity of the same thing, and a 
most important truth is brought within comprehensible 
limits. 

I have made these remarks concerning infinity, as 
being applicable to the propositions which foUow, and to 
the difference between a line coinciding with the greatest 
limit of the area of any circle, and a line mchsmg the 
same circle, which is infinity, in the sense in which I 
have defined it. 

I shall here lay down as axioms certain truths which 
have been proved. 

Fi/rst The circumference of a circle is a line outside 

■ 

of the circle thoroughly inclosing it, and of itself forms no 
part of the area of the circle. (Prop, v., chap, ii.) 

Second. The hne approximated by geometers, if it 
could be correctly determined, is a line coinciding with 
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the greatest limit of the area of the circle, but not inclos- 
ing it (Prop. L, Appendix.) 

Tliwd. The line approximated by geometers is con- 
sequently the circumference of a circle whose diameter is 
less than one in its relative value to the area of a circle. 
(Prop. I., in., and iv., chap, i, and prop, i., Appendix.) 

Fawrth. The difference between a line coinciding 
with the greatest limit of the area of any circle and a 
line inclosing the same circle, is an infinity, such that it 
cannot be less. (Prop, n.. Appendix.) 

Mfih. In material things an infinity equals one ulti- 
mate particle of whatever material or thing is under 
consideration, such that it cannot be less. (Prop, n.. Ap- 
pendix.) 

Sixth. An infinity is a value, such that it is always 
capable of increase. (Prop, n.. Appendix.) 

I now propose to show, that by the method of geom- 
eters, the omission of the difference between the radius 
of a line comcidmg with the greatest limit of the area of 
any circle and the radius of a line mdomig the same 
circle, being an infinity, the value of such infinity is in- 
creased in the process of bisection, so that it shall always 
equal one or more in the sixth decimal place at some 
great number of sides of a polygon; and may be in- 
creased, so that it shall equal circumference itself. 

It will be seen that if the radius of the inscribed line. 
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or line coinciding witli tlie greatest limit of the area of 



the circle shall equal fmt^y then because the difference 
between the inscribed and circumscribed lines equals Wr 
JmUy, therefore the radius of the circumscribed line 
equals infinity added to finity. Therefore let finity— F, 
and let infinity added to finity —I F.* 



PEOPOsmoN m. 

The vahie of that mjmity which is the difference he^ 
Pwmi the inscribed cmd cvrcwmscribed Imes (aanom 4^), 
(md which is omitted by geometers^ is increased m thejpro- 
cess of bisecUon of a drcmnference^ so ffuii at some great 
mjmher of sides of a poVygon it wHl dkoays equal one or 
more m the sixth decmud phce^ cmd may he moreased^ 
v/rvbQj it shall equal circfumfereruie itsdf 

I now take Playfair's eighth proposition, first book, of 
the Supplement to the Elements of Geometry, in which 
he bisecte a circumference to 6144 sides of a polygon. 

* In examining tMs proposition, we cannot do better than to place a 
glass of water before us, and supposing the tumbler to be a perfect 
cylinder, let us then suppose the radius of the greatest possible line 
coinciding with the water — F, and the radius of the least possible line 
coinciding with the interior of the tumbler —I F, which last is the cir- 
cumference of the circle. 
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Let the radius C B plate xxx. 

(Plate XXX.) equal 
one of thirteen deci- 
mal places, that is, 
B— 1.0000000000000, 
then let G G equal the ^| 
perpendicular on the 
chord of the arch of 
6144 sides, then C G 
— ,9999998692723 + 
then C B— C G— G P, and G PxA B— D P» and vD 
P»— D P, which is the chord <rf the arch of 12288 sides. 
Now let F (finity) equal radius — C B— 1.0000000000000, 
then F— C G— G P, and G P is seen to equal 1307277— 
as follows : 

F— 1.0000000000000 
C G— .9999998692723+ 
GP— 1307277— 

Now let an infinity, such as I have defined it, equal one 
in the thirteenth decimal place, then I F (infinity added 
to finity) —1.0000000000001.— then I F— G— G P 
and G P is seen to equal 1307278 — ^as foUows : 

I F— 1.0000000000001 
C G— .9999998692723 + 
GP— 1307278— 

It is seen that while radius (F and I F) are lines of 
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fov/rteen figv/res^ or a left hand tmit and thwtem decimal 
places, G P is a line of only seven figv/res^ or a left liand 
unit and six decimal places, and G P— I F— C G is seen 
to be greater by one in the sixth decimal place than 
G P— F— C G, and because G P x A B—D P» and 
VD P'— D P, and D Pxl2288 (the number of sides of 
the polygon) gives the circumference, therefore G P— 
I F — C G will give a circumference greater in the siosth 
decimal place thm GP— F— CG,viz,,GP— F— CGxAB 
at 12288 sides of a polygon will give a circumference 
— 3.1416926+, which is less than geometer's ratio, and 
GP— IF— GGxAB will give 3.141 5948+ which is 
greater than my ratio. It is evident, therefore, that if 
that infinity which is equal to the esservUcA difference in 
the properties of straight lines and curved lines, and 
which is consequently equal to the difference between a 
line coinciding with the greatest limit of the area of any 
circle, and a line imdosmg the same circle, shall equal 
one in the thirteenth decimal place of any line of figures, 
the omission of the value of that infinity, will, in the pro- 
cess of bisection, to 12288 sides of a polygon, be an error 
in the sixth decimal place of circumference. 

Again, let F (finity) equal one of 16 decimal places or 
1,0000000000000000, and let infinity equal one at the 
sixteenth decimal place, then I F (infinity added to 
finity) —1.0000000000000001. Now let the circum- 
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ference be bisected jBfteen times, this will give an in- 
scribed polygon of 196608 sides, then let C G equal the 
perpendicular on the chord of the arch of 196608 sides 
of an inscribed polygon, then C G— .9999999998723363+ 
and F — C G is again seen to be a line of only seven 
figures, or a unit with six decimal places, and I F — C G 
is also agam seen to be greater by one in the sixth deci- 
mal place than F — C G, and at 393216 sides of a poly- 
gon, an infinity which had a value of only one in the six- 

' teenth decimal place, is increased in value in the process 
of bisection, so that it becomes one or more in the sixth 
decimal place of circumference. The error of geom- 
eters is here pcdpoMe— it does not even require the calcu. 
lation to be made in order to demonstrate it, — ^the num- 
ber of figures left when C G is deducted from F is alone 
sufficient to show at what point the perimeter of the 
polygon found, is less than the true circumference of the 
circle ; and it is perfectly obvious, that this error arises 
from mechanical causes perceptible to our senses; and 
from an inherent property of numbers which cannot be 
obviated by any method of geometers. It is not a defect 
or discrepancy of numbers, but it is the perfection of 
their power, and is easily understood to have its origin in 

. the essential difference in the properties of straight lines 
and curved lines. It is perfectly obvious also, from the 
examples given, that if we could go on with the process of 
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bisection tmtil the perpendicular on the chord of the arch 
should equal radius, the error arising £rom an infinity 
omitted at the first, would then equal circumference 
itself. It is equally obvious, that at whatever point in a 
line of figures we may place the value of infinity by hy- 
pothesis, whether at the sixteenth, twenty-fifth, fiftieth or 
even at 1000 decimal places from unit, by the process of 
bkection the value bf such infinity will be increased, so 
that at some great number of sides it will equal one in 
the sixth decimal place, and finally equal circumference 
itself. I do not say that one in the sixteenth, twenty-fifth 
or any other particular decimal place is cm mJmiMf / but 
if a little estimate be made of its value, we may form 
some conception, whether it may, or may not, be an 
infinity, according to my definition of the term* 

A difference which equals one in the sixteenth decimal 
place, is such, that if the magnitudes be nules, it is less 
/ than one hair's breadth in the distance from our earth to 
the sun ! and it is less than the f()m'4h(mea/ndth part of 
one hair's breadth in the circumference of our earth! 
Whether such a difference is equal to an infinity in the 
surface of a glass of water (to which I have requested 
reference iu a note to this proposition ; also in a note to 
proposition v., chapter ii.), or, in other words, equal to 
one particle of water in its least possible natural divi- 
sion, and hence equal to the difference between the 
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greatest possible line coinciding with the water, and the 
ha^t possible line coinciding with the interior of the 
tumbler inclosing the water, I leave to the decision of 
those whose perceptions and judgments are more acute 
than mine. 

The principle shown in the examples given, is a clear 
one, and proves conclusively, that if the ocean were 
spread ou;t in a circle, and the difference between a line 
oomcidmg with its utmost limit, ai^d a linie mdomig it, 
should be of the value of one particle of water in its least 
possible natural division, the omission of that value 
would, in the process of bisection by geometer's method, 
at some great number of sides of a polygon, become of 
the value of one or more in the sixth decimal place of 
circumference, and finally equal circumference itself. 

The jpropoeiUon is therefore demonstrated. 



Having completely demonstrated in the six proposi. 
tions of chapter L, that there is an essential difference in 
the properties of straight lines and curved lines, which 
has been entirely overlooked by geometers, — ^having 
proved, also, in the fifth proposition, chapter ii., that the 
circumference of a circle is a line outside of the circle, 
thoroughly inclosing it, — ^in the first proposition of this 
Appendix, that the line approximated by geometers is a 
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line coincidmg with the greatest limit of the area of the 
circle, but not mcbsmg it, — and by the last proposition, 
that the method of geometers is such, that by the differ- 
ence in value between these two lines, they are liable to 
an error in the sixth decimal place (the point at which 
their ratio differs from mine) : It would seem as if all 
these demonstrations were sufficiently conclusive, and 
that no professor of mathematics would, hereafter, object 
to my ratio of circumference and diameter, on the ground 
that " it differs from their approxhnation, in the sixth 
" decimal place," unless he can first disprove all these 
demonstrations, by some other means than by assuming 
to be true, just what has here been proved to be false, a 
very common way of repelling truth, and then dignify- 
ing it with the name of argument. But I have no idea 
that professors will so easily surrender the point. It is 
a part of human nature, that men who are joined to 
their idols will never let them go,— neither wiU th&y. 
As I have said in the introduction to this Appendix, " if 
"driven from one principle, they will fall back upon 
" another ; and if beaten from aU, they will return again 
" to the first f and all we can do, is, to reduce them to 
this necessity, and there leave them. 

In the last demonstration, I have introduced, in a note, 
for illustration, the natural liaes which are seen in a glass 
of water, to show the difference between a line comcid/mg 
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witli, and a line inclosing the circle. It will be asserted, 
no doubt, as an objection to the truth shown in the last 
demonstration, that these two lines (the line of the 
water, and the line of the tumbler) meet at a line with- 
out breadth, which is the common boundary of both, and 
which they hence assume to be the common measure of 
both ; in other words, that because the water and the 
tumbler are said to touch each other, that they are there- 
fore equal. We must, therefore, anticipate their resort, 
and take away the subterfuge, before they turn to it, K 
they would make this objection, and abide by the prin- 
ciples it involves, it would be quite sufficient for my pur- 
pose, for thereby, they would admit that the circumfer- 
ence of the circle is a line outside of it, and it is then 
easily shown, that the difference between this line, and 
that which they measure, is that infinity for which I con- 
tend, and the omission of its value lays them liable to an 
error in the sixth decimal place. But they will not abide 
in argument, even by the principles of their own objec- 
tions, because it is not their purpose to find the truth, but 
only to object, lest in finding the truth, they should be 
found in error. I shall, therefore, treat the subject on its 
true merits, and show that no curved line, or line of cir- 
cumference, can be, at the same time, the common boun- 
dary, and the common measm^e, of its two sides. 

Before proceeding to demonstrate this principle, I 

12 
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shall here again lay down as axioms, certain truths, 
which have been proved, or are self-evident. 

Fi/rst. Space is infinitely divisible. (Proposition n., 
Appendix.) 

Second. Any imaginary line (not a material line), 
which shall have breadth, is equal to the same portion of 
space. 

Third. Anj such imaginary line is, therefore, infinitely 
divisible. 

Fcmrth. Any such imaginary line may, therefore, be 
divided, until each part or division is less than any mag- 
nitude which is, or can be, developed to our senses.* 

* Theoretic men have a science, which they call the " science of van- 
ishing quantities," and which, I think, has some affinity to this idea of 
the existence of magnitude in the abstract, beyond the means of devel- 
opment by any magnifying power. I know nothing about it, — I only 
know that they have such a science, by which they assume to prove 
that a thing may be annihilated, and yet continue to exist. I can well 
understand how abstract space or magnitude may be diminished, until 
it is entirely beyond our perceptions by any aid which we can control. 
And I can well understand how a developed magnitude may, by some 
process of nature, become so divided, as to return to its original ele- 
ments ; or, by forming some new affinities, pass to some new form of 
existence, and be seemingly destroyed. But I cannot understand bow 
a thing can exist, and yet not exist at the same time. The thought 
appears to me to have its origin in the same class of abstract absurdi- 
ties, which calls an infinity ^'nothing," and then, as occasion may 
require, seeks to prove that nothing equals something. If asked my 
opinion, what is the limit of developed magnitudes, I would answer, 
that, so far as I am able to reason, without much reflection on the sub- 
ject, the atmosphere we breathe, seems to be the boundary line. Being 
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FiftK At whatever point the division of such a line 
may be arrested, because the sum of all the parts is equal 
to the whole ; therefore, each part must have breadth^ 
though the breadth of each part may be such^ that no 
conceivable number of them would form a developed 
magnitude. 

Sixth. One line cannot occupy two places at the same 
time; neither can two lines be in one and the same 
place, at the same time. 

Seventh. Two lines without breadth, cannot exist with 
no breadth between them. 

Eighth. The existence of shape signifies limit ; hence, 
no shape can exist without a boundary line definitely 
located, which forms no part of the shape itself, which 
boundary is its circumference. 



PROPOSITION IV. 

No t/wo Unes Vying vn the acms pUme^ pa/rdllel to each 
other y cmd het/toeen t/wo other sPraight Unes^ which are at 

the medium of light which discloses magnitude, it camiot, itself, be 
developed to the senses. We can feel its mass, by its own motion, or 
its resistance to motion ; but we can neither see, nor feel, its separate 
particles, though convinced of its existence in that form, by the evi- 
dence of its motion. I should infer, from these facts, that particles less 
than those of the atmosphere, cannot be made perceptible to our 
senses ; and that particles greater than those of the atmosphere, are 
within the scope of possible development. 
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<m angle to each o^ar, can possibly 
eaeeptikei^ shMhecome onearndths 

PLATE XXXI. 



!, and he equal, 
Ime. 




Now, let A and B (Plate XXXI) l>e two straight 
lines, at an angle to each other. They are Been to meet 
at the point P, therefore, P may be supposed to he the 
center of a circle. Now, let C and D be two other lines 
parallel to each other, lying in the same plane, between 
A and B, and at any angle to A or B. It is seen that G 
and D are not equal ; that which is farthest from the 
center, P (C), being greatest, and that which is nearest 
the center, P (D), being least ; and because one is greater 
than the other, therefore, if brought tt^ther, they can- 
not oomoide, but m part ; and if either C or D be divided 
through the center, lengthwise, in halves, the halves can- 
not eoiadde ; and if they be divided thus, to infinity, no 
one part of either C or D can coincide with any otber 
part, because no one part of such division is equal to any 
other part, — that which is farthest from the center P 
being great^t, and that which is nearest the center P 
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being least. So also with E and F, or G and H, and if 
either be divided to infinity, none of the parts so divided 
can coincide with any other part, because no one part of 
such division is equal to any other part, but each part 
coincides with, and is equal to itself (ynH/y. The proposir 
tion is therefore demonet/rated. 



PROPOSmON V. 



AU lines which home a fixed and defimte locdUlnf^ must 
ha/ve breadth^ whether they he lines of circumference^ or 
lines of dimsion. 



PLATE XXXII. 




Let A and B (Plate XXXIL) be two straight lines at 
an angle to each other as in the fourth proposition, and 
meeting at the point P, which is supposed to be the obi- 
ter of a circle. Let A and B form two sides of a devel- 
oped magnitude equal to M, and let N and be two 
divisions of that magnitude. Now let an imaginary line 
supposed to be without breadth fall on M dividing it 
into two parts as at D. It is known that every part 
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of M which is nearer to the center P than such imagin- 
ary line, will fall on the inside (O), and every part of M 
which is farther from the center P than such imaginary 
line will fall on the outside (N), therefore (proposition 
IV.), every part of N parallel to D is greater than any 
part of O parallel to C D. And because every part of N 
is farther from the center P than any part of O, there- 
fore the line D being a line of division has breadth, 
however we may have imagined it, though such breadth 
may be a less portion of spa<5e than any separate existing 
portion of the material or thing divided. The proposi- 
Uon is therefore demonst/rated. 

Prom the demonstration of the last two propositions 
and their preceding axioms these necessary deductions 
follow : 

First. In the illustration of the glass of water, the 
water and the tumbler being two materials which cannot 
mingle, they therefore occupy two places, and (axiom 
jBth) "one line cannot occupy two places at the same 
"time," therefore the lines conciding with each (the 
water and the tumbler) are not one and the same line. 
And (axiom 7th) "two lines without breadth cannot 
" exist with no breadth between them," therefore the line 
between the water and the tumbler has breadth^ though 
such breadth is evidently less than one particle of water 
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in its least possible natural division (see Note to prop. 
v., chap. ii.). 

Secondly. Eoery part of the tumbler is farther from 
the center than tmy.part of the water, hence (prop, iv.) 
the line of the tumbler is greater than the line of the 
water, therefore a line between them being greater than 
the inside and less than the outside, camrwt be the com- 
mon mecisv/re of both its sides, — ^it must be assumed as the 
measure of one or the other of its sides, but not of both, 
and in this particular it diflfers essentially from a straight 
line. It is the common boundary of both its sides only, 
as it limits extension from the center outward, and dimin- 
ution towards the center inward, which are opposite qual- 
ities. From the mere fact of its being the common 
boundary, it cannot therefore be the common measw*e of 
extension on both its sides. 

Third. The line between the water and the tumbler 
being a line of division which separates all parts of the 
water from all parts of the tumbler, leaving one wholly 
inside and the other wholly outside, therefore (proposi- 
tion v.) that line has breadth, and being defined and 
considered as having breadth, therefore when we say 
that the circumference of the water is the least possible 
line of the tumbler, we mean of course, that line which 
limits the diminution of the interior of the tumbler to- 
toa/rd the center, and which limits the extension of the 
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sorfiEU^ of the water from the center, and is the common 
botmdary of both, but not the common measure of exten- 
aion in botL But if the line between the water and tiie 
tumbler be defined and considered as having no hreadth^ 
then the line which would limit the extension of the 
water would be a line (xmuAdmg with the tumbler and 
not interior to it, and the line which would limit the 
diminution of the tumbler toward the center would be a 
line coinciding with the water and not outside of it. 
And because the circumference of a circle is a line out- 
side of the circle thoroughly inclosing it (prop, v., chap, 
ii.), therefore if the definition of a line shall be that it 
has no breadth^ then the circumference of the water is a 
line coinciding with a part of the tumbler. But if the 
definition of a line shall be such that all lines which are 
lines of division and have a fixed and defined locality 
ha/ve hreadih^ though such breadth may be infinitely dnn- 
inished (axioms 3th, 4th^ and 5th), then the line between 
the water and the tumbler, having breadth, and being 
wholly outside of the water, is the circumference of the 
circle, and it is evident (axiom 8th) that no circle can 
exist in nature which has not a fixed boundary or line of 
circumference which separates it from all surrounding 
things. These differences which grow out of the defini- 
tion of a line require to be carefully con^dered. 
Fawrih. It is self-evident that contact k not union ^ 



APPENDIX. 181 

and it is a matliematical error to consider them as 
0716. Therefore if two magnitudes be separated by any 
given line or space betweeti them, and if they are then 
bronght together until they are in contact or seem to 
touch each other, the line or space between them is only y 
divided or diminished — ^it is not annihilated. And be- 
cause space is infinitely divisible (axiom 1st and prop, 
n.), therefore it may be infinitely diminished, but it can 
never be annihilated unless the two sides shall become 
one, which is impossible. They may approach so closely 
as to exclude all other matter and cohesion may take 
place by aflSnity of the parts, but the lines of contact or 
cohesion are still in existence, terminating the boundaries 
of the two sides, and hence there is space between them, 
and if not, then space is Tiot inf/niteVy divisible. Hence 
the water and the tumbler being wholly distinct and un- 
mingled there is space or breadth of line between them, 
though such breadth is evidently diminished until it is 
less than one particle of water in its least possible nat- 
ural division. 

The foregoing demonstrations and the deductions from 
them, naturally lead to some few remarks respecting the 
properties of numbers, and of magnitudes, with the math- / 
ematical definitions of a line, and a point, and their 
application in geometry. 

I will not undertake to say, that because it is proved 
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that all lines having a fixed and definite locality have 
breadth also, that under the circumstances, it is abso- 
lutely necessary in all cases to change the mathematical 
definition of a line or a point ; but I do say, that to 
regard these definitions, in their abstract, arbitrary, and 
limited signification as essential to truth, is whoV/y v/rv- 
necessa/ry. 

Nature wiU work in her own way in spite of our deflni- 
tions, and if in geometry we work according to nature's 
truth, the result will be correct, whether we define lines 
as having breadth or no breadth. 

The science of mathematics in the most universal sense 
in which the term can be applied, is, I think, the science 
of numbers, which have infinite capacity, both as to nota- 
tion and enumeration. 

Algebra means noihmg^ or it may mean either one 
thing or another, as suits the fancy of him who works in 
it, until its results are reduced to numbers; and then 
there is no value in the universe, either simple, com- 
pound, or relative, which some notation, enumeration, 
or relative fraction of numbers is not capable of express- 
ing. A little examination into the character of numbers, 
will, I think, be sufficient to convince us of this truth. 
And what are numbers ? Have we any definite ideas of 
their nature, capacities, origin, or end ? Are they a crea- 
tion of God, existing by his power independent of other 
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tilings ? or are they simply tte result of a previous neces- 
sity which the order of creation only fulfills, and which 
hence follow as a mere consequence of the perceptions 
with which the Creator has endowed our minds ? I am 
compelled to think the latter, and hence whether in the 
material or immaterial world, to our perceptions, num- 
bers and existences are identical and inseparable. Before 
creation began then, numbers had no existence, except > 
in the infinite eternal Oioe. But when the first particle 
of original matter was brought into beiag it constituted 
the jmite one^ and the second particle two^ and finite and 
progressive numbers then had their begmning, and have 
ever since, with every succeeding production, been mov- 
ing forward towards the infinite. But our notation of 
decimal numbers, is only one of the forms which nature 
employs for herself; and it is because they are one of the 
forms which nature employs for herself, which gives them 
their power, t^rv^j and clearness; hence decimal num- 
bers will be found to have an important part in the order 
of created things. But nature also employs other forms 
or notations of numbers besides decimals, and whenever 
she does so, decimal numbers are not accurate, or rather 
they have not the power to tell us the exact truth with- 
out the loss of some fraction or remainder. 

We know very well that all notations of numbers 
must have their beginning in one^ which is less, and their 
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^nd in one^ whicli is greater ; thus when we say " one 
" thousand," we simply mean a thousand ones, or if we 
consider it in its unity, we mean one^ a thousand times 
^eater than the original one. Hence it is plainly 
seen that when the first original particles of matter were 
collected together and moulded into shape, — ^when our 
earth assumed her opaque body, and when the first star 
sprang into existence, it was nothing else but a following 
out of the progression of numbers from an original crear 
tion of (me less, to the accumulation of one greater. At 
least such is the only understanding which our percep- 
tions can give us of the order of production in created 
things: and it appears to me, that in material things, 
ti'uth is nothing more than the perfect agreement be- 
tween nature and our perceptions, and error is their dis- 
agreement. Hence if we had been differently endowed, 
natural truth might have been to us quite another thing, 
and to our minds numbers might not have been what 
they now are. 

K then this agreement between the order of produc- 
tion in nature and our natural perceptions he t/ruih^ then 
it is self-evident, that there exists not in the wide 
imiverse, a single particle of matter, or combination of 
particles into shapes or things, which numbers have not 
t told out with unerring exactness ; and what numbers 
I06| &6y can do again. It is evident, there- 



APPENDIX; 185 

fore, tliat in tlie material world, numbers and things, 
that is, shapes and magnitudes, are identical and insep- 
arable, and we cannot comprehend one without the 
other, therefore, nwmbers are the legitimate medium of 
determining mathematical truth, and no solution can be 
complete until it is reduced to numbers. It is an error, 
therefore, of mathematicians, to give to numbers the 
inferior place in mathematical science. 

The science of geometry, as a pai't of mathematics, 
is generally defined as the science of measure, or of 
quantity ; but I think this definition is too limited, and 
that it m^ay, with greater justice, be termed the science 
of perfect mechanics, by which all forms and proportions 
are produced^ as well as measured, and their relative pro- 
perties and values determined. If, for example, we 
would make any shape or form out of brass or other 
material, in order that its proportions may be as nearly 
accurate as possible, we must first prodnice it geometri- 
cally, and then make one from brass, as near like the 
geometrical form produced, as we can. The first is, 
then, in principle, a perfect form, according to nature's 
working; but the second is only an imitation, and is 
imperfect, by reason of our inability to measure or detect 
so small a quantity of matter as one original particle, 
which is the only perfect standard of measure ; and if the 
form of brass shall differ firom the true geometrical form 
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but one particle, it is imperfect. The first is an operation of 
geometry, and is nature's work ; the second is a mechani- 
cal operation, and is the work of the artisan. The first is 
the development of the pure principles which govern the 
form ; the second is only the labor of the workman with 
his tools. K, therefore, we separate geometry from me- 
chanics, we leave the latter without a science, and 
degrade the mechanic arts to the character of a blind 
imitation, without rule or principle. The really scien- 
tific mechanic is one who constructs his work according 
to geometrical principles, and the only difierence between 
his work and his principles is, that his principles are per- 
fect, being according to nature's laws, but his work is 
imperfect, from lack of skUl to make it more perfect. 
The power of mechanics is altogether constructive, it is 
not creative ; she can fashion things, but she cannot make 
them,— we must first furnish her with materials, and she 
will then mould them; and being furnished with the 
necessary parts of things, she can put them together. 
So, also, with geometry ; she can create nothing, — all her 
powers are constructive, only ; she finds all her propor- 
tions in magnitudes and forms, and we have seen that 
numbers and magnitudes, or forms, are inseparable. 
These, then (numbers and magnitudes), are the materi- 
als of geometry, and until she is furnished with these, 
she can do nothing. Let it be required of geometry to 
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produce a hexagon, and she requires you to fiimish her 
with six equilateral triangles, and placing them together, 
shows you a hexagon ; and in producing this hexagon, ge- 
ometry has done no more than mechanically to construct 
a form out of other forms, and build up a magnitude out 
of lesser magnitudes ; and this is the limit of her power, 
because she can create nothing. K you now requii^e to 
know the value of this hexagon, in proportion to other 
shapes, decimal numbers will tell you that each side of 
the hexagon being one, its value in proportion to the equi- 
lateral triangle of an equal side is siXy and in propor- 
tion to the square, it is the square root of 6.75. If, in 
this last, you wish for any more definite expression than 
square root, decimal numbers will teU you to go and 
acquaint yourself with some other notation, besides deci- 
mals, which can give the needed fraction, or otherwise 
to sit down in ignorance. Now, let it be required of 
geometry to produce a form without the use of magni- 
tudes, and she tells you that she can do no such thing, 
that form and magnitude are inseparable ideas, — ^that 
all shapes and forms have both extension and limit, and 
are, therefore, finite, — that she deals in finite magni- 
tudes, and nothing else, — ^that abstract space is injmite^ 
and if she ever considers space, she considers it only in 
finite portions, and in reference to some developed mag- 
nitude having the same boundaries ; hence, if geometry 
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be required to measure any portion of space, ste demands 
to be furnished with some magnitude as a standard of 
measure, or otherwise she cannot do it 

Let it be required of geometry to give a fixed and defi- 
nite locality to a line without breadth, or to a point in 
space, without magnitude, and she will tell you that lo- 
cality, place, and position, are all of the same import, and 
all of them mean a portion of space^ — that there. can be 
no division of space equal nothing (see page 158) ; and, 
therefore, there can be no locality, place or jposition, 
without magnitude ; and hence, your line without 
breadth, and position without magnitude, are fallacies, 

# 

both in nature and mechanics, and therefore, beyond her 
power. 

Ask geometiy to measure a form by a line without 
breadth, and if you please, let the form be a hexagon of 
uncertain size. Geometry at once answers you, that a 
line without breadth has no existence, and if you fiimish 
her with no other materials she cannot do it, — that mag- 
nitude is only magnitude by comparison with some 
standard of measure, and hence things can only be meas- 
ured by comparison with other thiags, and therefore, it 
is out of her power to measure something, by comparing 
it with nothing. Even a standard of measure (an arti- 
ficial standard) is without meaning, only, as it refers to 
some other standard ; as, for example, a carpenter's foot- 
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rule is without expression aa to quantity, only as we 
mentally refer the rule to the foot. When we measure a 
thing, therefore, we do nothing but simply determine 
its quantity, in its relation to some other quantity al- 
ready determined ; how, then, can relative quantity be 
determined, by comparing any quantity with itself, or by 
comparing, it with no quantity? But furnish geometry 
with a positive magnitude, which shall be her standard 
of measure, and which she can apply to any part of the 
he^n, ^ a.e. knowing what the fonn ^ number, 
wai perfonn the rest, and yon may imagme yonr line to 
be just what you please — as having breadth, or no 
breadth, it is all the same to geometry. Having deter- 
mined the extension of the form in one direction, by a 
positive magnitude, or line with breadth, and knowing 
what the form is, geometry can now determine its exten- 
sion in all directions, from any point, and the result will 
be correct, and geometry is satisfied ; but without the 
lielp of this positive magnitude, you could never have 
fcaown anything of the value of the hexagon^ 

And now if there be anything in the world to person- 
ate common sense, I would ask, ha& geometry measured 
this hexagon by a line with breadth or by one without 
breadth? Certainly by one with hreadih^ wiU be the 
answer, and by no other means did geometry ever yet 
measure anything! It seems therefore that geometry 

13 
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can do nothing with a line withotU breadth independently 
and aloiie,-yon must first famish her with a line wiih 
breadth with which to measure the imaginary one withr 
ant hreadthj before she can proceed one step in her work 
towards determining the quantity of any figure. In 
proposition v. (this Appendix) I havB shown that in 
dividing any material or developed magnitude, geometry 
does it by a line with breadth^ and it has been shown 
also, that such a line may exist, and yet be less than any 
portion of the material magnitude divided. Let us now 
/ see what sort of a line geometers do actually use in 
dividing a magnitude. Let the magnitude to be divided 
be a plate of gold one inch square, and to be divided 
equally. We know that gold is constituted of original 
particles, because it can be dissolved or dispersed and 
. its particles collected together again and deposited in a 
new place, the particles cohering as before ; therefore let 
the plate to be divided be of the imaginary thickness of 
one original particle of gold. The principles of geom- 
etry fix the line wTiere it is to be divided with perfect 
accuracy, so that just as many particles shall lie on one 
side of the line as on the other. But the geometer not 
being able to locate, to perceive, or to understand the 
exact place of his imaginary line without breadth^ in 
order to aid this deficiency of his perceptions, he draws a 
line vdth breadth across the face of tfie plate of gold at 
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the points indicated by geometry ; and knowing that thie 
ine by its breadth covers a portion of the gold, he pro^ 
ceeds mentally to diminish the line towards the center, 
untU its breadth is less than any portion of the gold, or 
in other words, nntil its breadth is equal to the lines of 
cohesion which nnite the particles of gold. And the 
magnitude or plate of gold is thus mentally divided, 
without the loss of any portion of ite quantity; and 
because the line of contact or cohesion of the particles of 
gold has two sides, leaving all the particles of one half 
on one side of it, and all the particles of the other half 
on the other side, it therefore has breadth, though such 
breadth is diminished, until it is less than one particle of 
gold, and less than any of our perceptions of quantity. 
The particles of gold do not, by their cohesion, unite, to 
become one and the same, — ^they simply approach each 
other within a distance, such as to exclude all grosser 
matter, while each particle of gold remains as before 
distinct from the other. 

And now I think that no geometer who is capable of 
examining the nature and extent of his own perceptions, 
will tell me, that in dividing any magnitude geometri- 
cally, he has ever made use of a line mentally or phys- 
ically, in any other way than just as I have described 
above ; and if so, then no geometer has ever yet (except 
in name) used a line without breadth in dividing any 
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magnitude. As an evidence of the truth of this conclu- 
sion, we need only make the attempt, mentaUy, to fix 
the position of a point without magnitude, or the local- 
ity of a line without breadth ; as we diminish toward 
the center, our very thought expires with the expiring 
magnitude, and we have neither recollection nor compre- 
hension of its exact place. 

I have, in another place, explained natural truth to be 
nothing more than the agreement between nature and 
our perceptions, and error as their disagreement. Now 
it appears to me that in the application of lines and mag- 
nitudes to geometry, the explanation which I have given 
of their use, forms a perfect agreement between the 
operations of nature, and the perceptions with which 
nature has endowed us ; and if so, then it is true ; and 
the ideas of lines without breadth, and position without 
magnitude are misnomers, — ^mere illusions of the imagin- 
ation, — ^altogether unnecessary, — ^whoUy without use, and 
in opposition to all natural truth and evidence. 

The mathematical definition of a line, — " that which 
" has length but not breadth," at first strikes the mind as 
an absurdity, because it implies quantity of one kind, 
and yet it has no existence. But on examining it with 
the application made of it by geometers, it is found to 
mean mere distcmce from one point to another, and where 
nothing but mere distance is intended, it is wholly imma- 
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terial to the result whether the line shall have breadth 
or not. We may consider it an inch wide, or a foot 
wide, or as broad as it is long, and no difference will 
follow in the result. The definition is therefore exceed- 
ingly imperfect, even if true. But it is not true in 
nature, and therefore not true in geometry, because 
nature is the perfection of geometry. Lines in their 
practical application in nature, and consequently in 
geometry, have a more enlarged use and meaning than 
mere distance. They in reality constitute the divisions 
of all magnitudes, and the boundaries of aU shapes, — 
offices which mere distance is incapable of performing. 
We have seen that shape or form (which is identical 
with magnitude), is essential to the fii'st principles of 
geometry. We have seen also that no shape can have 
any positive existence without Imdt, and a boundary 
clearly defined, definitely located, and separating it from 
aU surrounding things. And the proposHion is self-* 
evident that lines which perform these offices must hme 
a positive eodsteTice^ and therefore must ha/ve hreacUh^ — ^ 
therefore the circumference of a circle must ha/ve breadth. 
A definition does not necessarily form any part of 
mathematical truth. It is only a part of the method 
by which truth is determined, and is not always essen- 
tial even to this; as we have already seen, that in cer- 
tain circumstances, it is entirely immaterial to the result 
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what the definition may be. The chief object of a defini- 
^ tion is to enable the mind to comprehend » truth, when it 
is determined, rather than to constitute any part of the 
truth itself. A definition must be conformable to truth 
in the drcumstances in which it is used. Hence the def- 
inition of a line without breadth, being conformable to 
truth in such circumstances, is a good definition in all 
those cases where distance only is intended, in which it 
is entirely immaterial what may be the breadth of a line 
or whether it has any at aU. But in aU those cases in 
which a line with breadth differs in value from one with- 
out breadth (which it always does in a continuous line of 
circumference), the mathematical definition is not con- 
fomuMe to the truth of nature, and therefore leads to 
error. 

I do not say, therefore, that it is absolutely necessary 
m ad caeeSj to change the mathematical definition of a 
line, but I do say that it is wholly unnecessary to con- 
sider the definition as a mathematical truth, which is 
fixed and unalterable, and that it is absolutely necessary 

it 

to consider the circumstances in which a line is used, and 
to modify or change the definition in aU those cases in 
which a line with breadth differs in value from one with- 
out breadth, as in the circumference of a circle. In such 
cases, I would define a line as that which has length and 
the least possible breadth with locality, and I would de- 
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fine a point as that whicli lias position and the least 
possible magnitude with locality. 

It will be seen, however, by all who examine the 
whole course of my reasoning attentively, that lines 
having breadth, is not a condition on which the Quad- 
rature of the Circle is based, but only a concl/usion to 
which the developments as they proceed inevitably lead 
us. Tlie twelve propositions of chapter ii. which em- 
brace the whole demonstration of the Quadrature, rest 
entirely on the relative properties of shapes, and of 
straight lines t/O curved lines, and are whoV/y imdepefthdefni 
of the fact whether lines have breadth or not. K, there- 
fore, any one should choose for any reason to reject the 
idea of lines having breadth and points having mag^ 
nitude, it cannot in any wise affect the truth of these 
demonstrations or the main object of this pubUcation. 

We have seen, in the course of the foregoiug reason- 
ing, that shape or fm^m is essential, both to the prvndr 

pies of geometry, and to the practice of geometry, and 

# 

that form and magnitude are identical and inseparable 
ideas. We have seen, also, that mmJ)ers and thmgs 
(which, in the material world, are the same as magni- 
tudes) are also inseparable. We have seen, also, that 
geometry, being the science of qua/nUty^ can only com- 
pare indefinite quantity with other quantities which are 
known, and definite. We have seen, also, that geome- 
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try — ^being, as she is, the basis of pure mechanics — ^when 
she is required to prochice a form^ she does it by using, 
or putting together, other forms ^ just as we buUd a ship, 
or a house ; with this difference, only, that all her forms 
are perfect, but ours, from lack of skill, are imperfect. 
And when geometiy is required to produce a magnitude, 
she does it with the use of lesser magnitudes, which are 
her standards of measure, and without the use of both 
form and magnitude, it is not in the power of geometry, 
either to produce anything, or to measure anything ; she 
positively refuses to proceed one step, either in the de- 
velopment, or measurement, of any form, until she is fur- 
nished with a positive magnitude, as a standard of meas- 
ure, which she can consider, and treat, as one; and no 
abstract solution of any geometrical problem has any 
meaning in it, until the result is compared with some 
known quantity of definite form, as a standard of meas- 
i«-e. We have seen, also, that the power of geometry is 
limited to finite things, or things having limit or ho^fb- 
<fory,-^that she considers space, only by comparing it 
with finite and definite magnitudes ; that mjmite epace^ 
or mjimte moLgnitvde^ is entirely beyond her reach or 
comprehension ; and that all abstractions are necessarily 
infinities. 

These conclusions form a perfect agreement between 
the operations or developments of nature, such as we can 
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understand, and the perceptions and powers of compre- 
hension, whicli nature has given us^ and they are, there- 
fore^ true. What then becomes of the idea of the exist- 
ence of geometry as an abstract and metaphysical sci- 
ence ? In my opinion, the notion of abstractions in ge- 
ometry sinks at once to a level in value with the chimera3 
of a sick man's brain ; they are mere illusions, boating in 
the mind of the operator, without identifying themselves 
with the practical truths of which they are only the men- 
tal images, and, I believe, were never thought of by ge- 
ometers, until the introduction of algebra, and its ab- 
stract mode of reasoning, which is without use or mean- 
ing, untU it is brought down to the standard of some 
definite form and magnitude. I cannot, therefore, do 
otherwise, than conclude, that geometry has to do with 
Tiothing hut the relations of physical or matericA thmgs^ 
and is, therefore, purely a physical science. 

And since all that is known in geometry includes but 
a very small portion of either the general principles, or 
individual truths, which govern the relations of things to 
one another, it is self-evident, that the science, as prac- 
ticed, is open to improvement, and capable of progress, 
just as much as the mechanic arts, the study of chemis- 
try, or anything else; and notwithstanding its many 
conveniences, I regard the use of algebra in geometrical 
demonstration, as deserving no higher character than 
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that of an ingenions invention to sapply tlie lack of a 
knowledge of numbers ; and I r^ard the consideration 
of geometry as an absl/raot and metoyphysiml science, as 
a sort of ignis fatmua light, which, by blinding the eyes 
of the beholder, renders more obscure, everything else 
around him, and which, from its first introduction, until 
now, has been the chief bar to a rapid progress in the 
science, which may be realized the moment this idea of 
abstractions is dismissed from our reason. 



The opposite dwpUcate ratio of the equilateral tria/ngle 
a/nd the circle. 

Duplicate ratio is a universal property of area, hence, 
the square being the standard of value, therefore, the 
square of diameter is duplicate ratio, and all superficial 
magnitudes, of any shape, are to each other of the same 
shape, in ratio of area, as the squares of their diameters, 
or in d/wpUoate ratio. Explained in its simplest and most 
practical form, duplicate ratio of area means only, that 
the increase of area in any shape, is in duplicate ratio to 
the increase of circumference and diameter ; that is to 
say, that area quadruples as often as circuinference and 
diameter double ; hence, because the equilateral trian- 
gle and the circle are, in their relations to the square, in 
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the Cfppoeite duplicate ratio to one another (propositions 
vin. and ix., chapter ii) ; therefore — 



PROPOSITION VI. 



TTie cvrcls inscribed cmd drcv/macyi^ibed ahout a/n equir 
lateral tricmgle^ ia in d/wplicate ratio to the circle vnscrihed 
cmd ci/rcv/mscribed ahout a squa/re. 



PLATE XXXIII. 





Let the areas of the inscribed circles A and B equal 
one another ; then the diameters of A and B are also 
equal. Now, let the side of the square circumscribing A 
equal one, then the diameter of A — 1, and because the 
diameter of the circumscribed circle equals the diagonal 
of the square, therefore, the diameter of the circum- 
scribed circle — V 2, and because the areas of all shapes 
are to others of the same shape, in duplicate ratio, or as 
the squares of their diameters, therefore, the area of the 
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circle circumscribed about the square, twice equals the 
area of the circle mscrihed in the same square. Now, the 
diameters of A and B are equal to one another ; hence, 
the diameter of B — 1. It is proved by geometry, that 
the perpendicular of the triangle circumscribing B equals 
the diameter of B, plus the radius of B ; therefore, the 
radius of the circle circumscribing the triangle, twice 
equals the radius of B, and 2x2 — 4; therefore, the 
area of the circle circumscribed about the triangle, four 
times equals the area of the circle mscrihed in the same 
triangle. The proposition is therefore demonsi/rdted. 

It is evident from the foregoing proposition and its 
demonstration, that the equilateral triangle and the cir- 
cle are, in their relations to the square, in some form or 
other, in duplicate ratio to one another. In what form 
this duplicate ratio exists, remains to be proved, if not 
already sufficiently proved in prop. vm. and ix., chap. ii. 
In proceeding to prove this, I wiU first state certain 
truths, which are self-evident, or have been definitely 
proved already. 

JFirst Circumference and radius (and not the square 
of diameter) are the only natural and legitimate ele- 
ments of area by which aU regular shapes may be meas- 
ured alike and made equal to one another. (Prop, vn., 
chap, ii.) 

Second. The equilateral triangle and the circle are 
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exactly opposite to one another in the elements of their 
construction, which are circumference and radius. (Prop, 
vin. and ix., chap, ii.) 

Third. The equilateral triangle is the primary of all 
shapes in nature formed of straight lines and of equal 
sides and angles (prop, vin., chap, ii.), and has the least 
number of sides of any shape in nature formed of 
straight lines, and the circle is the ultimatum of nature 
in the extension of the number of sides. Therefore, 



PBOPOsmoN vn. 

In all ths elements of their conetrucUcm which serve to 
im/yrease or diminish a/rea^ the equilateral tria/ngle and the 
ci/rde a/re exactly opposite to one a/nothefr im, respect to the 
greatest amd the least of amy shapes m natm/re^ and hence 
they a/re opposite to one a/nother in ratio of the squa/res of 
thei/r dia/meters^ or m duplicate ratio. 

Now it is one of the plamest principles of geometry 
and arithmetic, that if G be greatest and L be least, then 
GxL and LxG are equal, because they are reciprocals. 
Hence it would appear on general principles, that the 
circle and the equilateral triangle should be equal, be- 
cause one has the greatest possible radius and the lea^t 
possible circumference of any regular shape in nature, 
and the other has the least possible radius and the great- 
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est possible circumference of any regular shape, and half 
the circumference multiplied by radius are the only le- 
gitimate elements of area in each, by which they may 
be measured alike. But although this is a general prin- 
ciple in regard to reciprocals in rvumbers^ yet it is only 
true in geometry when G and L are of corresponding or 
equal proportionate values. But in the relations of cir- 
cumference and radius in respect to their relative values 
in area, radi/us is greatest, and cvrcwmfermce is least (ra- 
dius-«l, circumference —4), and because in the reversal 
of the order of greatest and least in the circle in its rela- 
tion to the triangle, the greatest in relative value (ra- 
dius) is also made greatest in relative magnitude, there- 
. fore the circle and the triangle are riot equal as recipro- 
cals of corresponding value are equal, but qpposites in 
ratio, and the circle is to the triangle in its relation to 
the square as GxG, and the triangle is to the circle in 
its relation to the square as L-^-L, because GxG and 
L-^L are in opposite ratio to GxL or LxG, and hence the 
square, or square of diameter, being made the artificial 
basis of ai'ea, they are opposite to one another in ratio 
of the squares of their diameters, or in the proportion 
of square and square root. 

The term opposite signifies an intermediate, or la point, 
relative to which, the things spoken of are opposite to 
one another, and in this case the thing necessary to be 
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known is, the point in numbers relative to whicli the ciiv 
cle and the triangle are opposite to one another in the 
proportion of the square and square root. Therefore let 
A be an equilateral triangle, B a circle, and a square, 
esudi equal one in area. 



PLATE xxxrv. 




Now because A is a shape formed of straight lines apd 
angles, therefore the value of ab may be known, but 
because B is formed of curved lines, therefore (by hypo- 
thesis) none of the parts of B are known, henc^ the point 
in numbers relatively to which the two shapes are oppo- 
site to one another must be determined from A alone. 
It has been demonstrated (prop, ix., chap, ii.) that if C 
and B are equal in area, then the diameter of G (o d) in 
its fractional relation to B is in the opposite duplicate 
ratio to a J, and the area of C (c d^) in its fractional re- 
lation to B, is in like opposite duplicate ratio to a h^. 

Now when the area of A— 1, then a b \& found to 
equal 1.31 6074.}- and a b expressed in decimal figures is 
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seen to be an infinite fraction, therefore, a J is an im- 
perfect number, and all our ideas of fractions or magni- 
tudes in order to be definite must be formed from whole 
and perfect numbers or units ; for we cannot conceive of 
a fraction unless it shall have reference to some unit: 
therefore square a J, and aV \& seen to equal 1.7320508+ 
which is stiU an imperfect number, then square it again, 
and a h^ xa i*— 3, which is a whole and perfect number ; 

y therefore 3 is the first point in numbers from which the 
opposite ratio to « 5 may be deduced in wlide a/nd perfect 
wwrnhers. Now because a J— W 3, therefore c d^ being 
in the opposite duplicate ratio, —3^x3* viz., ^x3— 9x9 

/ —81, and 81 is seen to be the smallest number which 
can be found which is in the opposite duplicate ratio to 
a i, when ahS& brought to a whole and perfect num- 
ber ; hence 81x81.^6661, is the smallest whole and per- 
fect number by which the fractional area of the circle 
and the square are equal to one another when the whole 
area equals one. (Prop. x. and xi., chap, ii.) The num- 
ber 3 is therefore the point in numbers relatively to 
which, the circle and the triangle, in their fractional rela- 
tions to the square are opposite to one another in dupli- 
cate ratio, or in the proportion of the square and square 
root. 

The opposite ratio is simply a necessiinf resulting from 
a universal law of nature. The planets could not move 
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forward in their courses without the action of opposite 
forces (centrifugal, centripetal). The north pole could 
not exist without an opposite or south pole. A shape or 
figure of one side cannot exist without another and oppo- 
site side, and no point can be fixed withiji the bound- 
aries of nature which is not capable of opposite extension 
to the utmost limits of nature. In fine, no intermediate 
can possibly exist without its opposites. Hence the 
square being an intermediate shape and being made the 
standard of value, its opposites are the two extremes of 
nature in the production of shapes. And if we examine 
the whole subject in accordance with this universal law, 
it will be seen that in the production of shapes, the 
opposite duplicate ratio is a preexisting necesssity. It is 
self-evident that shapes, which are thus opposite to one 
another in ratio, must, in their relative construction to the 
square, form the^ two extremes of nature in respect to all 
their elements which serve to create, increase, or diminish 
area, and hence, that not more than two shapes ca/n eocist 
at the same time which are thus opposite one another. 
The whole course of development in this work shows 
conclusively that the equilateral triangle and the circle 
are the (ynhf two shades in eadsterice possessing the qual- 
ities necessary to render them opposite to one another in 
duplicate ratio, or as the squares of their diameters. 
The truth of their relation to one another in their rel- 
ative value to the square by opposite duplicate^ ratio is 

14 
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therefore self-evident. The square being made one^ it is 
an intermediate shape relatively to which the two ex- 
tremes in nature are necessarily opposite to one another. 
Any other conclusion would, I believe, in the nature of 
things be an absurdity. 

The reciprocals of numbers by which the parts of the 
-circle and the triangle may be made numerically to equal 
one, are to be found by reversing the order of the parts 
•of each ; therefore, if we multiply the greatest in relative 
value, by the greatest in relative magnitude, and the 
least in relative- value, by the least in relative magni- 
tude, then the two products multiplied together, equal 
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PLATE XXXV. 




Therefore, if the areas of A and B each equal one, 
then, if the radius of B, multiplied by half the circum- 
ference of A, shall equal C, and the radius of A, multi- 
plied by half the circumference B, shall equal D, then 
X D — 1. Also, if the radius of A be divided by 
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half the cu'cumference of B, and the radius of B be 
divided by half the circumference of A* the two products 
will be equal to one another ; but if the area of A -== 1, 
and the diameter of B equal 1, then C x D equals the 
area of B. 

This reciprocity of parts, and hence of numbers also, 
exists between the circle and all regular shapes whatso- 
ever, which are formed of straight lines, when the area of 
each equals one. But all other shapes, eo[}cq>t the t/rian- 
gle^ lack the condition of being opposite to the circle, m 
the elements of tJim* const/mtction^ in the particulars of 
the greatest and the least which are possible in nature ; 
hence, tw other shape, except the circle and the equilate- 
ral triangle, can he in the opposite duplicate ratio to one 
another, but all other regular shapes, formed of straight 
lines, and of any greater number of sides than the square, 
approach to the opposite ratio, " ad wfmilmrri^'* in pro- 
portion to the extension of the number of sides. 

It has been suggested by some friends, that I should 
add some examples of my method of deducing arithmeti- 
cal truths from the problem of the circle, but this would 
extend a work already larger than I intended, and until 
my principles of reasoning, and the truth of my ratio 
of circumference and diameter shall be acknowledged,, 
would be productive of no other benefit than the gratifi- 
cation of curiosity. 



REVIEW OF MR. SMITH'S NEW ELEMENTS OF GEOMETRY. 



Since the foregoing work was written, and with slight emendation, 
was prepared for the press in the form in which it now appears, a work 
has been published by Mr. Skba Smith, entitled *'^ New Elements of 
Geometry^'' which has excited some attention and some discussion. 

As Mr. Smith remarks in his preface to his work, his attention to the 
subject of Geometry was first excited by his examination of my demon- 
stration of the Quadrature. About four years since Mr. Smith was, for 
a year or more, a close student of my papers, of which this work is only 
a portion in a condensed and regulated form. In his " New Elements" 
Mr. Smith has simply taken the general principles which I have de- 
veloped, and applied them as he no doubt believes, to making further 
discoveries in geometry ; and in some particulars his success is beyond 
a doubt. 

The chief principles he has made use of different from the commonly 
received Elements, which are contained in this work, and which were all 
fully developed and set forth in my original papers of which he was the 
close student, are these : — Firsts All definitely located lines necessarily 
have breadth. Secondly^ Lines and areas are therefore equal to one 
another. Third^ Shapes are legitimate elements of mathematical reason- 
ing. Fourth^ The circle is the natural basis of all area ; and circumfer- 
ence and radius are the only natural elements of area in all shapes alike. 
Fifth^ In geometry, all expressions of numbers are expressions of mag- 
nitude. Sixths That geometry is therefore a physical and not a meta- 
physical science ; and with these general principles Mr. Smith proceeds 
to demonstrate what the breadth of a line is, which he makes to be 
always unit, or one of the magnitudes in use, whatever the magnitude 
may be. 
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Although as I have remarked, Mr. Smith was for more than a year a 
close student of my papers, and derived all the principles of his reason- 
ing from their examination, and in frequent discussions with him it was 
explained and vindicated, that the principles which were there set forth 
were capable of universal application to every part and department of 
mathematical truth; and although under the circumstances, I might 
justly have claimed a consultation, yet, I never saw any portion of his 
work, and knew nothing whatever of its contents, until it was published. 
And as Mr. Smith has spoken in his preface of my work as forthcoming, 
— and has taken up the identical principles which I have developed as 
the basis of his reasoning, with the acknowledgment, only, that in the 
demonstration of the Quadrature, I have proved that lines "have 
breadth," while at the same time he has seen fit in some essential partic- 
ulars to differ from me in his conclusions, it seems to be proper that I 
should have something to say on the subject. I hold the right therefore 
at all times to exercise an impartial criticism over his work. 

In the Jirst place, then, Mr. Smith defines a point to be " just what 
the books make it," ^.c., "position without magnitude." But it will be 
obvious to any one, I think, that if a point can exist without magnitude, 
then a line may exist without breadth, and the mathematical definition 
becomes a positive truth, and there is no necessity for understanding any 
other line ; and if his definition of a point be true, then the basis of his 
whole argument is at once destroyed. 

Secondly. No doubt whatever exists in my mind that the lines which 
Mr. Smith demonstrates, are the true lines which Nature employs in the 
extension of angular forms, — the truth appears to me to be self-evident, 
and as Ihave said that nature is the perfection of geometry, they are of 
course the true geometrical lines, and they are also the true lines which 
geometers have always used, whatever definition they may have chosen 
to affix to them. But it has been seen in the course of my work, that 
in practical geometry, lines have other uses besides the measurement of 
extension, and it is self evident, that Mr. Smith's lines are incompetent 
to fulfill all the uses required, any more than the imaginary lines of ge- 
ometers without breadth. 

It is self-evident also, that Mr. Smith's lines adapt themselves to the 
properties of straight lines, and nothing else ; and to those circumstances, 
and those only, in which it is entirely immaterial to the result whether 
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lineB have breadth or not. They are, therefore, just as good, and no 
better, than the imaginary lines of geometers without breadth, which 
adapt themselves only to the measurement of angular forms, and by 
which mere distance is implied. Nothing, therefore, can be gained, and 
much inconvenience would be realized from the adoption of his proposed 
change of definition. Notwithstanding, therefore, that I agree with him 
entirely in respect to the truth of his demonstration, as far as it goes, 
yet I cannot agree with him in respect to the proposed change, or alter 
my own expressed opinion in respect to definition ; because, I am well 
satisfied, that no single definition is capable of expressing all that is ne- 
cessary to be understood respecting lines in geometry. 

Thirdly, The discovery, (if it can be deemed a discovery,) that lines 
having breadth, such breadth is necessarily one at some point of value, 
is not Mr. Smith's — ^that point was reasoned and distinctly stated in my 
papers, which he examined. 

Fourth, That the units of which straight lines are composed are 
cubes, is not Mr. Smith's discovery. It is a necessary consequence of 
y lines having breadth, and right angles being made the standard of quan- 
tity. While that is the case, there can be no other unit than a cube ; 
and* this point was also distinctly stated by me to Mr. Smith, in discus- 
sions upon the subject. The condition, however, applies to lines which 
are the measure of angular shapes, but not to curji£d, lines, y^h}oh have no 
angles, either right or otherwise, and which can, therefore, only equal a 
cube, but can never be made a cube in form, without altogether changing 
the character of the lines. 

Fifth, The whole of Mr. Smith's propositions, from the eighth to the 
forty-ninth, inclusive, being nearly two-thirds of all that are in the book, 
are based on one single principle, or pure element of geometry. That one 
principle is contained in my first proposition, chapter ii., as follows: 
" All regular shapes formed of straight lines and equal sides have their 
" areas equal to half the circumference by the least radius which the 
" shape contains (which is always the radius of an inscribed circle), 
" than which every other radius contained in the shape is greater, and 
" the circle has its area equal to half the circumference by the radius to 
" which every other radius contained in the circle is equal." This pro- 
position Mr. Smith examined in my papers, and there is no other 
*'^ element of geometry^'* contained in the whole forty-two propositions 
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above referred to, which is not contained in this one. It will be seen 
at once, that the diameter of a shape being the diameter of an inscribed 
circle, and its area being half its own circumference by the radius of 
such inscribed circle, therefore the propositions of Mr. Smith running 
through the whole catalogue of shapes to prove the general principle, 
that when circumference equals two, the area equals half the diameter, 
and when diameter equals two, the area equals half the circumference, 
&c., (fee, &c., are simple truisms of arithmetic based on the one elemen- 
tary proposition above given. They are very well as examples of a 
method of demonstration, but no element of geometry is contained -in 
any one of them. 

Sixth, A large share of those truisms, relating to plane figures, which 
Mr. Smith calls the " Harmonies of Geometry," are of the same class, 
and most of them based on the same elementary truth. I have 
examined them all a hundred times over, before Mr. Smith ever 
thought of them, explained many of them to him^ before he began to 
write his book, and some of those contained in his book are expressed 
precisely in the language in which he received them from me. They are 
all harmonies, it is true, and very beautiful ones, too, as every truth of 
nature is, but they are not elements, and I never should have thought of 
advancing them as such ; nor did I ever imagine that they were so new, 
as to be unknown to every practical and clear-sighted mathematician. 

If I am justified in these remarks, by the facts, which will speak for 
themselves, it will be quite apparent that Mr. Smith has misled himself 
into the belief, that most of his propositions are " new elements" of 
geometry, which are only simple geometrical truths; and under this 
self-deception, in respect to their newness and value, he has indulged in 
a too hasty, and not quite excusable ambition, to be considered the au- 
thor and discoverer of new principles which should revise and improve 
the whole of mathematical science. 

The method of demonstrating plane and solid figures, by lines having 
breadth, is one of Mr. Smith's own arrangement, and for which he should 
receive due credit. It is entirely simple, perfectly conclusive in respect 
to angular forms, and by me would be adopted in preference to the ^ 
method of Euclid. His argument that there is but one kind of quantity, 
and one kind of mathematics, is, I think, sustained, and is, therefore, en- 
titled to a candid, careful and respectful consideration. But the chief 
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merit of Mr. Smith's work is contained, I think, in his fifty-second pro- 
position, as follows : " In all triangles whatever, the whole circumference 
'' bears the same proportion to the base, as the perpendicular of the 
" triangle bears to the radius of the inscribed circle." This proposition, 
so far as I know, is entirely new — ^it is purely elementary—- embodies a 
vast amount of geometrical truth — is clearly and lucidly demonstrated, 
and, I think, when its capacities are proved, will be found to be of great 
use ; and, therefore, the solution of this problem alone, apart from all 
others, should be sufficient to entitle Mr. Smith to a high consideration, 
as a valuable contributor to geometrical science. 



